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To His Excellency 
P HF £8 8 
Earl of CHTSTEREIEID, 


Lord Lieutenant General, and 
General Governor of IRE LAND. 


16 H Stations furniſh grea 

Portunities of doing r 
— — there is a Head to diſcern, and a 
Heart to apply. Vour Excellency is 
eminent for both. Since your Arrival 
in this Kingdom, you have acquired a 
thorough Knowledge of its Intereſts, 
which you apply to the Service of bis 
Majeſty, and the Public; in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that your Adminiſtration will be 
always remembered with Gratitude and 
Honour. Vour Management, ſo gene- 
rous of your own, and ſo frugal of the 
public Treaſure, MAP with a Conduct 
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64) 
ſo open and ſincere, without the leaſt 
Tincture or Suſpicion of private Views, 
leave us at a Loſs to determine, which 
to admire moſt, the true Policy, or the 
Probity of our Governor. 


Tua benevolent and diſintereſted 
Spirit, which diſtinguiſhes your Cha- 
racter, hath emboldened me to Addreſs 
this mall Treatiſe to your Excellency ; 3 
which, as it is on to promote 
the public Good, coincides ſo far with 

out own Views, as to ſeem entitled to 
ſome Share of your Proton and Pas 


fronage, 
"iS; am, Cf 

With the . Reſpett, 
wal 3 7 aur Excellency s moſt Obedient,. 
2 75 2 nd mal, bumble Servant, 


k > D 


S e ae 5267 | 


- © $ ww 


* * 
PF - 


* Authentick eis 


ACCOUNT 
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. AVING publiſhed in the ney 


Journal of the third of Fuly, 944. 
Remarks on an Advertiſement, and up- 
on certain Affidavits mentioned therein, concerning 
the Effects of Tar-Water in Stepbens's Hoſpital, 
and having promiſed to communicate to the Public, 
an Account of ' ſeveral: Perſons, who have been en- 
tirely cured, or greatly relieved by the Uſe of Tar- 
water only, together with their Names, Places of 
Abode; and Nature of their Ailments ; I now ad- 
dreſs myſelf to the Performance of my Promiſe, 
which — has been delayed by many interven- 
ing Affairs, and by the Length of Time that was 
requiſite to obtain full Information in a Multitude 
of Caſes that daily occurred; but this Delay hath 
given me an n ene of n a more Ti 
B ticu ar 
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2 The Effect: of , 

ticular and exact Account of the Caſes of many Pa- 
tients, and the Progreſs of their Relief, which muſt 
give more Satisfaction, than a ſhort imperfect De- 
tail of the Effects of Tar-water on the firſt Tryals, 
could poſſibly afford. And finding that new Try- 
als and Diſcoveries were made of the Virtues of Tar- 
water in many different Diſtempers, and that ſome 
Patients, who drank it for one Ailment only, yet 
found ſurprizing and unexpected Relief in other Ail- 
ments they laboured under; I thought it proper to 
wait for the full Effect of thoſe Tryals, and to find 
out if others in the like Caſes had not alſo received 
the ſame Benefit; which would be a farther Con- 
firmation of the Efficacy of Tar- water in ſuch Diſ- 
tempers. 

2. Many on the general Invitation, given in the 
Journal above-mentioned, ſeveral others on particu- 
lar Application, very freely communicated their Ail- 
ments and Reliefs for the good of Mankind ; ſome 
who had received Benefit by Tar-water on the firſt 
drinking of it, choſe to poſtpone ſending their Ac- 
counts, till they had on the full Benefit they 

ed by a 1 wa Uſe of it. Some, eſpecially 
of the * Sex, communicated their Caſes and 
and the Benefit they received, yet were unwilling to 
have their Names mentioned in public. Some 
Caſes required a long Uſe of Tar- water, before any 
Judgment could be formed of the Efficacy of it, 
and before a Cure could be effected. It was alſo 
ſuggeſted by ſome, who decryed the Uſe of Tar- 
water, that whatever ſeeming Benefit ſome might 
have received on their firſt drinking of it, yet that 
towards the Fall of the Leaf, or the Winter follow- 
ing, they would feel fatal Conſequences from it, in- 
ſinuating at the ſame Time, that it was d 
to drink it in the Dog-days, or in cold Weather, by 
which Means ſeveral were prevailed upon to lay a- 
fide the drinking of it for ſome Months ; but fir = 
— ing 


 T AR-HFATER. 3 
ing no ſuch Conſequences, they have ſince reſumed 
the drinking of it with great Advantage. | 
3. For theſe and many other Reaſons the Pub- 
lication of the Effects of Tar-water has been ſo long 
deferred; but now that we find many Thouſands 
have drank Tar-water, and great Numbers have re- 
ceived Benefit thereby ; ſince Time, Experience, 
and many Tryals (the ſureſt Guides in Caſes of this 
Nature) have eſtabliſhed the Credit and Uſe of this 
Medicine, it would be a Prejudice to the Public, 
and an Injury to Mankind to defer any longer the 
Publication of the many unexpected, and ſurprizing 
Cures effected by Tar- water. And as particular In- 
ſtances and Facts within the Knowledge and Obſer- 
vation of every one, make ſtronger Impreſſions 
than general Aſſertions and Reaſonings can do; it is 
with great Satisfaction I can inform the Public, that 
I am furniſhed with a great Number of authentic 
Accounts of the Effects of Tar-water (more perhaps 
than ever happened in the Caſe of any other Medi- 
eine in ſo ſhort a Time) and that chiefly from the 
Patients themſelves, moſt of them Men of Charac- 
ter and Integrity, who, beſides the Pleaſure of re- 
counting the Benefits they received, had no other 
View in communicating their Caſes, but to promote 
the Good of others, and particularly of thoſe, who 
might have the Misfortune of labouring under the 
ſame Diſorders. | | 

4. Having no other View in publiſhing this Nar- 
rative, but to promote the ſame good Intentions, I 
can aſſure the Public, that I have with the greateſt 
Candour and Impartiality laid before them the Facts 
and Caſes as they were communicatedto me; for 
which Purpoſe I beg Leave to publiſh the Letters 
of particular Gentlemen, who have ben ſo good as 
to give a Detail of their own Diſorde's, or of thoſe 
of their Neighbours and Acquaintaice, and of the 


Benefit they received ; the Originas of which may 
7 be 
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be viewed in my Hands, and I hope thoſe Gentle- 
men will excuſe the Liberty I have taken in publiſh- 
ing their Letters, which, as they were deſigned for 
the good of Mankind, ſo I do not in the leaſt doubt, 
but that they were communicated with the ſame 
- beneficent Intentions ; and as they come from Gen- 
tlemen of Character and Worth, they will not fail 
to be much * make the following Narrative 
more authentick, and be the Means of promoting 
the Good of Thouſands. va 
5. From ſome, I had the Accounts of their Caſes 
from their own Mouths ; and any one, who will 
give himſelf the Trouble of enquiring, may be ſa- 
-tisfied of the Truth thereof from the Perſons them- 
ſelves, whoſe Names are herein mentioned. Some 
Gentlemen in the Country hearing of the Succeſs of 
Tar-water among their Neighbours, made a ftrict - 
Enquiry, and were pleaſed to ſend me Accounts of 
ſeveral relieved thereby. I have alſo, taken Notice 
of the Caſes of ſeveral Perſons, without mentioning 
their Names, in Compliance with their Deſires not 
to have their Names publiſhed ; but if any ſhould 
be deſirous to know who the Perſons are, whoſe 
Names are omitted, I ſhall be ready, for their pri- 


n them-know fo much. 


5. At firſt many Caſes occurred of Perſons, trou- 
bled with Colds, Coughs, Difficulty of Breathing, 
want of Reſt and Appetite, which were ſoon re- 
moved by the Uſe of Tar-water ; but as it may be 
though, that theſe Ailments might be removed by 
Exerciſe, Air, proper Dyet, or other Medicines, 
without being beholden to Tar-water, I have omit- 
ted moſt of thoſe Caſes, though the Quickneſs and 
Eaſe with which they were relieved, and the Num- 
ber of the Cares muſt greatly recommend the Uſe 
of this Medidne. Thoſe Caſes were thought too 
flight to lay my Streſs upon. But the Iaſtances 
produced in tlis Narrative, are for the moſt 82 
. es 
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Caſes of the moſt. grievous and dahgerous Diſtem- 
Acute and Chronical; ſuch as the Gout, 
ing's· evil, inveterate Scurvies, and Ulcers, con- 
firmed Aſthmas and Coughs, Fevers, Pleuriſies, 
Rheumatiſms, and Colics, &c. which rarely give 
way to any Medicines ; thoſe in common Uſe hav- 
ing generally failed in the Inſtances herein men- 
tioned z but they all in a great Meaſure yielded to 
the Power and Efficacy of Tar-water, as will appear 
by the ſubſequent Narrative. 
7. But in order to lay the Whole in a fair Light 
before the Reader, I ſhall beg leave, by way of 
Introduction, to republiſh the Affidavit and my 


Remarks thereon, which gave the firſt Occaſion | 
of writing on this Subject, together with ſome Ob- 


ſervations publiſhed in England, relating to that 

Affidavit, and ſhall then proceed to give an ample. 

Account of the Effects of Tar-water, according to 

Promiſe. . 

8. The faid Remarks were as follow: 1 71 

Remarks on a late Advertiſement, and upon cer- 
tain Affidavits mentioned therein, concerning 


the Effects of Tar- water in Stephens's Hoſpital. 


9. The Advertiſement was publiſhed in the Dub- 
lin Journal of the ſecond of June, 1744, in the 
following Words, viz. ** We are very well inform'd 
that many voluntary Affidavits have been made be- 
fore Alderman Walter, of the unſucceſsful Uſe, 
of Tar-water in Dr. Stephens*s Hoſpital, by Num- 
bers of Patients in that Houſe, ſetting forth, that, af- 
ter a long Series of -uſing Tar-water in the moſt 
ſtrit and regular Manner, none found themſelves 
in any wiſe better, but many of them much worſe ; 
and that theſe Affidavits are in the Hand of the 
Viſitors of the Hoſpital, and may at any Time be 
viewed by the Curious in this Matter.“ 

10. Being ſurprized to hear that in Stephens's 
Hoſpital alone, none found themſelves any way 


— 
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better, and many of them worſe, by the Uſe of 
Tar-water, when, at the ſame Time, great Num- 
bers both in Town and Country had received great 
Benefit thereby; and being fully perſuaded, by the 
ſurprizing Benefits, which many of my Acquain- 
tance have received, and daily do receive by Tar- wa- 
ter, that it is a uſeful and moſt ſafe Medicine; my 
regard to Truth and the Good of Mankind in- 
duced me to make an Enquiry into the Contents of 
thoſe Affidavits, on which ſo much Streſs had been 
laid in the Advertiſement. | 

11. I accordingly addreſſed myſelf to the viſiting 
Phyſician of the Hoſpital, who ſhewed me the 
original Affidavits, and gave me leave to take Copies 
of them, and at the ſame time declared, that the 
ſaid Advertiſement was publiſhed without his 
Knowledge. | 

12,. That the Public may be better able to judge 

of the Force of thoſe Affidavits, and the Truth of 
the Advertiſement, I ſhall here publiſh one of them, 
which may ſerve for the reſt, all of them being 
written in the ſame Form and Words, except an Ad- 
dition, to three of them, which I ſhall alſo take no- 
tice of. The Affidavit I ſhall mention, is in the fol- 
lowing Words; 


City of Dublin. ¶ in Stepbens's Hoſpital, came this Day 
before me, and made Oath, that he 
conſtantly drank the Tar-water by the 
Directions of Dr. Lebunte, for about 
nine Weeks, and depoſed that he hath 

not found any Benefit thereby. 


S Sworn before me the His 
23th of May, 1744. Sy O Dotudal 
wk William Walker. Mark. 


N 5 13. The 
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13. The Doctor informed me, that ſaid Dowaal 
had an Impoſthume in his Stomach, and mentioned 
the Diſeaſes which the others laboured under, 
and ſaid the Patients began to drink the Water 
on the 26th of March, and that ſome, who 
8 0 ordered to drink the Water, neglected ſo 
to do. 

14. There were but ſix Affidavits in all, the 
Depoſitions of the remaining Five, which were 
taken at the ſame Time are to the following Pur- 
pole. | 
15. James Martin in a high Degree of Leproſy 
ſwears he drank Tar-water near ſix Weeks without 
any Benefit, | | 

16. Bartholomew Hughs, in an Aſthma and Con- 
ſumption of the Lungs, drank Tar-water ſeven 
Weeks without any Benefit, as to his Shortneſs of 
Breath, which was his principal Diſorder. . 

17. Mary Malone, for the Itch drank the Tar- 
water fiye Weeks without any Benefit; but being put 
into another Courſe for three Weeks, finds herſelf 


much better, | 


18. * Patrick Shaghnuſſy for an inveterate Itch, 
drank Tar-water ſix Weeks, found no Benefit, bur 


found himſelf much worſe ; but being put into ano- 
ther Courſe finds himſelf much better. 


19. * MAa.——in the foul Diſcaſe, drank Tar- 


water ſix Weeks, without any Benefit, but found 
herſelf mach worſe ; but being put into another 
Courſe, finds herfelf much better. 

20. This is the Subſtance of the Affidavits, 
whereof four were made by Perſons that could not 
write their Names, 

21. When Tar-Water firſt began to obtain ſome 
Vogue, it was expected, that the learned would 
have left it to its own Fate, as was done in the Caſe 
of Quick-Silver, and Ward's Pill; and indeed one 
would have thought, that an Oppoſition to a Me- 
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dicine of this Nature, muſt have been either need- 
leſs or criminal: if the Medicine be bad, it will die 
away of itſelf; if good, it is plainly unwarrantable 
to oppoſe it. How far this Oppoſition, 8 | 
from a Quarter, that may poſſibly be ſuſpected of 
having ſome Intereſt in the Matter, can be recon- 
ciled with the Rules of Prudence, is ſubmitted to 
the publick Conſideration: The Doctor who is 
known to be a Man of Worth and Skill in his Pro- 
feſſion, ated very properly, and with good Intention 
in preſcribing this Water, to be taken even in the 
worſt Caſes in the Hoſpital ; and I hear he has pre- 
{cribed it to others out of the Hoſpital with Succeſs z 
but the Uſe that others have made of what he had 
done, without his Knowledge, gives room for making 
the following Remarks. 

22, It is ſaid in the Advertiſement, that many 
voluntary Affidavits have been made by Numbers of 
Patients in the r Do ſetting forth, that · after a 
<« long Series of uſing Tar-water, in the moſt ſtrict 
and regular Manner, none found themſelves in any 
« wiſe better, but many of them much worſe” ; now 
upon comparing the Advertiſement with the Afida- - 
Vite, we can find no Words in the latter to ſupport 
thoſe Aſſertions; not a Word of a long Series, or the 
moſt ftrif# and regular Manner, or that none received 
Benefit; and it was impoſſible that any one Patient 
could ſafely ſwear, that none in the Houſe received, 
the leaft Benefit, whatever he might have ſaid 
his own Caſe: And by the Words mentioned in th 
Advertiſement that many voluntary Affidavits have 
been made by Numbers of Patients in that Houſe, 
one might have expected to have met with a nu- 
merous Train of fuch Affidavits; but behold: they 
are dwindled to fix only, 'by which it appears that 
the Advertiſement doth no way tally with the H- 
davits, nor can be ſupported or warranted by them. 
Six of the moſt deſperate Caſes in the whole Hoſpital, 

: 3 were 


| JETT <2 . t 
* , TARWATER. go 9 
were culled out for the Affidavits, and theſe made 
the only Teſts of the Virtues of Tar-water, upon ſo 


Mort a Trial as five or ſix Weeks; altho' the Diſtem=- - - 


pers were inveterate, and chronical, and plainly re- 
quired a Length of Time, to effect a Cure. Did ever 
any prudent Man try the Force of a Medicine at 
firſt, in deſperate Caſes * ? What Medicine in the 
World could ſtand, if a few Inſtances of its unſuc- 
ceſsfulneſs were ſufficient to deſtroy its Credit? or 
what would become of the Practice, or Credit of 
Phyſicians, if Inſtances of their failing to cure, by 
the Medicines they preſcribe, ſhould be urged againſt 
their Medicines or Practice? were not ſeveral of the 
faid Patients in the Hoſpital without Relief many 
Months before they drank Tar-water ? = 

23. It does not appear by the Affidavits, that 
Juſtice was done to Tar- water in Quantity, in Time, 
in accompanying it with any outward Waſh of Tar- 
water, as was proper in the Caſe of outward Sores, 
or in acknowledging that it concurred in the Cure 
of the Itch; in which laſt Caſe Tar-water, by 
driving the Venom from the Blood to the Surface, 
will increaſe the Sores for a Time, and make igno- 
rant Patients think themſelves worſe. And probably 
this very Thing facilitated and proved the main Part 
of the Cure; for as ſoon as they were anointed with 
Brimſtone, they found themſelves better; and it is 
not probable they would have been kept in the 
Hoſpital, ſo long before they drank Tar-water, if a 
bare outward anointing, could have cured them. The 
Conduct of the Advertiſers doth not appear to be 
very fair; in order to guy mans the Us of Tar- 
water, they ſay that none of the Patients in the Hoſ- 
pital received any benefit by Tar-water, though they 
ood armyia of but ſix of them, and thoſe in 
leſperate Cafes; but they take not the leaſt Notice 
at the ſame Time of any Perſons, who received any 
benefit by it: In this Point they are intirely ſilent; 


I ap- 
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I appeal to the Publick if this be fair and equal 
Dealing, but we ſhall take Care to ſupply that De- 
fect: They themſelves know, and the whole City 
can teſtify, the many Inſtances of Perſons of all 
Ranks, who have received the greateſt Benefit by 
Tar-water, and this in a great Variety of Cafes. 
24. In Proof whereof, for the Good of Mankind, 
and for the fake of Truth, we ſhall publiſh a Liſt 
of thoſe within our Knowledge, who have been either 
intirely cured, or greatly relieved by the Uſe of Tar- 
water alone, with the Places of their Abode, and in 
what Ailments they received benefit; that | 
other Perſon who may have the ſame Sort of Ai 
ment, may know what Perſons to apply to, and be 
informed of the Particulars of their Cure, and there- 
by may have an Opportunity of obtaining the like 
Relief themſelves; and in order to make the Liſt as 
complete as poſſible, it is earneſtly deſired, that they 
who have received benefit by Tar-water, would be 
ſo good, and humane, as to ſend their Names and 
Places of Abode, to Thomas Prior, Eſq; at his 
Houſe in Bolton - Street; and at the ſame Time it is 
alſo deſired, that they who have received any harm 
by Tar-water (if any ſuch there be) would be fo 
good to ſend their Names, and Places of Abode in 
like manner; and we have the greateſt Hopes of be- 
ing gratified in this Particular, as we have no other 
View or Intention in this Affair, but on the one 
Hand to do all the Good in our Power, and on the 
Other, to guard againſt all the Evils that may poſ- 
ſibly E and ſo do equal Juſtice to the Publick. 
25. By what we have already experienced, and 
daily do experience of the good Effects of Tar-· water, 
we have great Reaſon to be perſuaded, and greater 
ſtill to rejoice, that the World is bleſt with a Me- 
dicine, fo efficacious as ſeldom to fail of Succeſs, ſo 
general as to relieve in moſt diſeaſes, fo ſafe as never 


to be attended with danger, and yet fo cheap, * 
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be in the Power of the pooreſt Perſon to purchaſe, 

and we hope in God, that every Day's lence 

will more, and more, confirm us in this Perſuaſion. 
26. The aforeſaid Advertiſement from Stephens's 

Hoſpital, being publiſhed in the Eng; N 2 

moved a Gentleman in the North of England to ſend 

a Letter to the Publiſhers of the Newcaſtle Journal, 

which they printed in their Journal with a Preface, 

and was after re- printed in the Dublin Fournal on the 
21ſt of Auguſt, in the Words following. 

27. There appears ſo benevolent a Deſign in the 
following Letter, that ſhould we delay the Pub- 
lication of it, we might be accuſed, not only of 
Ingratitude to the ingenious Author, but of In- 
Juſtice to the Public. 


To the Publiſhers of the Newcaſtle Journal. 


Gentlemen, 

28, I was moved with no little Indignation and 
Concern, at reading a ſly inveterate an againſt 
Tar- water, in a late Newcaſtle Courant, publiſhed, it 
ſeems, originally for an Article of News in the Pa- 

rs of Dublin: But what Quarter it ſhould come 

m there, together with the Purpoſes intended it 
ſhould anſwer, are plain enough to be. gueſſed at: 
To obvaate, therefore, as much as in me lies, the ill 
Effects of ſo malevolent a Deſign, I think myſelf 
indiſpenſably obliged, as well by the Ties of Juſtice 
and Gratitude, to the excellent Writer upon the ex- 
tenſive Virtues of Tar-water, and Diſcoverer of its 
powerful Effects, as by thoſe of Charity and Bene- 
volence to my Fellow-creatures and Sufferers, to 
make known to the Public, through the Means of 
your Paper, the ineſtimable Benefits that have ac- 
crued to me and mine from the Uſe of it. 

29. I had long laboured under theſe following 
complicated Diſtempers, vjz, Palſy, Cholic, Rheu- 
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matiſm, Gravel and Piles; in all which Caſes 1 
found furprifing Relief from Tar-water, and that in 
conſiderably leſs Time than a Month from begin- 
ning to drink it. And it has worked ftill greater Ef- 
fects upon my Wife, who was infeſted to the high- 
eſt Degree, with that Exgliſb Plague, the Scurvy, 
together with a large Train of Diſorders, naturally 
incident to ſuch a Height of it; from which, by 
the ſame Means, and in the ſame Compaſs of Time, 
ſhe is recovered in ſuch a manner, as amazes all who 
were acquainted with her Condition; and that for 
the Time it has been effected in, both ſhe and my- 
ſelf are reſtored to health, in a Degree infinitely be- 
yond our moſt ſanguine Expectations; the Truth 
whereof I am ready to atteſt to any one who ſhall 
require it of me; moreover, I have, been a Witneſs 
of its extraordinary ſalutary Effects in ſome of my 
Acquaintance, to a Degree little ſhort of our own : 
So happy an Experience, therefore, both in myſelf 
and others of its wonderful Operation and Force, 
leaves me not the leaſt room to doubt that Tar- 
water is the moſt ſovereign, and extenſive Remedy, 
and Cure for Diſeaſes in general; ſafeſt to be taken 
as well as the eaſieſt in the Operation, that ever was 
found out in the whole Materia Medica; and as 
ſuch, may be recommended to the World, not- 
withſtanding the ſiniſter Paragraph above mention- 
ed. And, if it is not an Abſurdity to ſuppoſe ſuch 
a Thing in Nature as a Panacea, nothing ſurely, 
ever bid ſo fair as this for that Character before. In 
my thus praiſing 'Tar-water;* I think I cannot be 
ſuſpected of being actuated by any other Intereſt ' 
than the general Welfare and Happineſs of the hu- 
man Species, willing them to ſhare and enjoy the 
precious Effects of it equally with myſclf. 1 pur- 
poſely forbore, Gentlemen, troubling you with this 
ſooner, becauſe I would firſt be well warranted in 
my. own- Mind for whatever I had to ſay upon the 
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Subject, that I might not, in the leaſt invade the 
bounds of Truth, which in all: Caſes, and eſpecially 
in ſo delicate an Affair as this, every one ought to be 
very cautious of. ccc 
30. I ſhall conclude with the good Biſhop's own 
Words, (ſelected from his admirable Treatiſe of 
Siris, for the generous diſintereſted Preſent thereof, 
together, with the invaluable Services likely to refult 
therefrom, the World will for ever remain' the 
Debtor) via. Men may cenſure and object as they 
leaſe, but I appeal to Time and Experiment. 
fects miſimputed, Caſes wrong told, Circum- 
&« ſtances overlooked, perhaps too, Prejudices and 
« Partialities againſt Truth, may for a Time prevail 
t and keep her at the Bottom of her Well: From 
cc whence, nevertheleſs, ſhe emergeth ſooner or la- 
ter, and ſtrikes the Eyes of all, who do not keep 
« them ſhut.” I am, Gentlemen, yours, So. 
N. B. If the Genuineſs of the above Letter ſhould 
be doubted, or any one deſire further Information 
concerning it, the Author, who lives in the County 
of Durbam, has authorized us to ſatisfy any Per- 
ſon, upon Application to the Printer of this Paper. 
31. This Inſtance ſhews that many different 
Ailments in the fame Perſon, and a Complication 
of Diſtempers, may be all cured at the ſame Time 
by the ſame Medicine. n 
32. William Ward of Cockerton near Darlington 
in the County of Durbam, Eſq; having ſeen the 
aforeſaid Advertiſement and Remarks in the Neu- 
caſtle Journal, was pleaſed to communicate his Caſe 
and Relief in ſeveral Letters, according to the Pro- 
greſs of his Cure. And his Caſe being very ſingular 
and worth taking Notice of, I take this Opportunity 
of publiſhing Extracts of his Letters in his own 
Words, which are as follow, . 


cc 
"60 
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$ 4 . Z & * 
From 
18 
2 was 
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From his Letter, dated June 8, 1744. 


33. I began to drink Tar-water for an Aſthma 
this Day-fortnight, and take it Night and Morning 
a Glaſs, whereof three make a Pint. I find it opens 
my Body gently, about two Stools a Day ; but I 
have had my Fits, as often and violently as before. 


I am not ſo weak as to think I was to have found a 
but ſhall 


28 ble Benefit in ſo ſhort a Space, 

ill continue it; I have had my Aſthma upwards 
of twelve Years, but not ſo violent, as at preſent, 
and for ſeven Years Jaſt; in which Time I have not 
been in Bed, or at moſt not above three or four 
Hours, once in a Year, when I have flattered my- 
ſelf with being tolerably well; and then as ſoon as 
IT awaked, I found by the Head of the Bed, I was 
quite loaden, as I thought, with Phlegm, though 
a dry Aſthma; ſo that I was obliged to get u 
and have Recourſe to a Pipe of Tobacco, whic 
TI uſe all the Time I am ill, for I have no Eaſe 
when I do not ſmoak. I am ſeldom without a fit 
above three or four Days, and continue as long 
in it, and as ſoon as Rain comes I am eaſy ; I have 
it alſo againſt the leaſt Change of Weather. 

My Father has it, and my Grand-mother died of 
it; fo that I have leſs Hopes of a Cure as it ſeems 
to be hereditary. I have tryed many of the moſt 
eminent Phyſicians in England, but never found 
benefit. I have had Iſſues in my Shoulders, and at 
preſent one under each Breaſt, but cannot fay I reap 
any Advantage, The Medicines I have are 


innumerable.” 
From his Letter, dated July 27, 1744. 


34. I now relate to you the Succeſs I have met 
with from the Tar- water. The firſt Month I took 
it, my Fits were as violent and frequent as uſual. 


The ſecond Month I had not one Fit, but one 
7 Night 
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Night which was very eaſy; and I believe I might 
have continued to have found a daily Benefit, if I 
had not been obliged to attend at the Aſſizes; 
where I have received a moſt violent Cold, which 
has brought on both my Aſthma and a Cough. So 
that at preſent I am very ill, but am taking all the 
Care I can now to recover my ſelf, for I found 
ſo much Pleaſure in that Month's Eaſe, that no 
Temptation can induce me to ſwerve from Rules. 
I can't ſo much as lye back in an eaſy Chair; for 
I have a Table ſet by the Side of my Chair with 
Pillows on it, ſo I lay my Arm on them, and my 
Head on my Arm; and if I am very ill, can't even 
reſt that way; ſo that no Bed can be contrived for 
me to reſt on yet; and though I ſay above, that I 
had not a Fit for a Month, yet if I lay back in 
my Chair then, it made me uneaſy in two Minutes : 
I drank Tar-water frequently in the Day, but not a 
er of a Pint at a Time, for I find it agrees bet- 
ter with my Stomach, than drinking a larger Quan- 
tity z and in the Day, I may take ſuch a Quantity 
five or ſix Times, as agrees with me. I muſt 
to take Notice of one very great Effect it has 
on me (which I hope is a good Symptom.) 

35. Before I drank the Tar-water, my Feet were 
always as cold as Ice, ſo that I had not. the leaſt Per- 
ſpiration in them; for if I had not waſhed them 

or a Year, they were as clean and dry as the Back 

of my Hand : But now, in the laſt Month, I was 
ſo eaſy, I found my Feet ſweat very copiouſly, and 
found in wearing a Pair of new Stockings only a 
Week, that all the Soals were worn, and mouldered 
away; and what was left was very red, as if I had 
burnt them. * 

36. I beg Pardon for dwelling ſo long upon 
this Particular, as it was ſo ſurprzing; and my 
| Apothecary telling me, when I related it to him, 
that he was ſure 1 ſhould be cured by drinking the 


Tar- 
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Tar-water, as it had this Effect; for it was what he 
and all my Phyſicians had drove at, to make me 
have a Perſpiration in my Feet, which was never in 


their Power to get, not even by ſitting with WF 
Feet in warm Water.“ 


Extract from his Letter of September 18, ch 


37. As to my preſent State of Health, [ have 
the Pleaſure to tell you, I was in Bed the oth, 11th, 
12th, and 15th Inſtant at Night; 1 went to Bed 
about eight a Clock, and lay until ſeven the next 
Morning, as well as ever I was in my Life; and 
found when I awaked, I was lying on my Back ; 
and am quite another Man.” 


Extract from his Letter of January bY 1744. 


38. < I find the leaſt Cold does me Harm, and 
therefore keep cloſe to my Houſe, which is no in- 
conveniency to me, ſince I am all Air and Vivacity, 
which before was a meer State of Hebetude. I 
was obliged to go on the 4th of November laſt into 
Northumberland, when it was very cold with Snow; 
and as the Roads would” not admit of Wheels, 1 
was compelled to go on Horſe-back ; and when I- 
had rode a Mile eaſily (for it is only ſince I took Tar- 
water I could ride above a Mile on Horſe- back) 
I found I was able to go faſter; and put on ſo faſt, 
that I obſerved by my Watch, that I rode at the 
Rate of fix Miles an Hour. My 8 36 
Miles, which I compleated between the Hours of 


Ten in the Morning, and Four in the Afternoon, bw 


without drawing Bridle; I reſted one Day, and 
came home on the 6th of November, i in the ſame . 
1 ä 
| This I declare upon my Honour, to be Fatt, and 
which was as great a Surprize to my ſelf as others.“ 
39. So extraordinary a Cafe as this, and ſo well 
vouched by the Patient himſelf, gives us Reaſon to - 
x — OY believe, 
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any Aſthma whatſoever may be c 
apy ors ar-water, and at the ſame Time 
8 e e 
it aſide on a ſhort Tryal 3 
| 0 N it is very cobable, as will appear by other 
Inſtances, that if Mr. Ward had a greater 
ig of Tar- water at firſt, and avoided catch- 
ing col, he would have been much ſooner re. 


1 Thad a few more Olſes, and printed Accounts 
from England, which ſhew the Power and Efficacy 
of _'Far-water in a high Degree, I ſhall beg leave 
to on an them 1 07 og Part of the Narrative, be- 
fore I mention 1riſh Caſes. The Singularity of the 
Caſes will, I doubt not, juſtify my exceeding he firſt 
Intentions of publiſhing only ſuch Accounts, as oe 


curred to me in this Kingdom. 


R Jobn Hardeafle, 
n e e 4 
. 


3 My Diſorder began with violent Pains * 
Real. which, being removed by Fomentation, were 
ſucceeded by a great Cough., 1 was in ſome Time 
almoſt freed from it: But within two or three Days 
after it was ſtopped, I was ſuddenly ſeized with a 
Palpitation of Heart in a very high Degree, 
which laſted with little Indern Kd Kin 
Days. That Diſorder being partly calmed 
ing, my 7 returned again with as pub 
as ever. I became much emaciated, loſt my 7252 
petite, very weak, and had frequent Sweats, 
my Urine was loaded during this IIlneſs with a large 
Quantiry f red Matter, which when evaporated'to 
Drineſs, did not ſeem to the Touch to be of the 
Nature of Sand or Gravel; but rather like Loam or 
fine Clay. The Phyſician declared my Caſe ſcor- 
TOs and treated it ee As T had been 


long 


s de Efech ef 
les being the Preſcriptions of the Phyſician 1 
en wholly to Tar- water. But I think, the 
ſenſible and almoſt immediate Alteration I perceiv- 
ed in my ſelf after taking it, leaves me no room to 
doubt, that Alteration was cauſed by the Tar. It 
refreſhed my Stomach with a kindly and agreeable 
OR. reſtored my Appetite, and in all 'Proba- 
ility cauſed a good Digeſtion : as theſe gradually 
— my Cough. declined, my Sweats abated, 
and my Strength returnenn. 
_ 141, Having received ſeveral Letters from Ziver- 
pool, giving an Account of the extraordinary Vir- 
tues of Tar- water in the Cure of a great Number of 
| Degas in the Small-pox, on board the little Faſter 
of Liverpool, Captain Drape Commander, on the 
Coaſt of Guinea, I ſhall here mention the Particu- 
lars of my Information. The Reverend Mr. .7þo- 
mas Hayward of Warington in Lancaſbire, in a Let- 
ter dated the 18th of October, 1744, writes, that 
having T. 5 2 Aa n * Account of this 
ſurprizing e Negroes, he made a Jour- 
ney on Purpoſe to Liverpool to be fully informed 
of the Particulars of the Fact; and there was tho- 
roughly ſatisfied of the Truth thereof by Mr. Con- 
27 Mr. Armitage, Mr. Reed, and Mr. Fobn Ather- 
ton, . Perſons of the beſt Credit, and the moſt con- 
fiderable Merchants of the Place, the three firſt 
Owners of the ſaid Ship; and they all aſſured him, 
that they received the Account from Captain — 5 
himſelf, who was ready and willing to make an Af- 
- 'fidavit of the Truth thereof at any Time when 
deſired, And as ſo new and extraordinary a Cure in 


a diſtant Country required the beſt Proof and Evi- 


dence, which the Nature of the Caſe could affo1 
ſupport the Credit thereof, Mr. Atherton was after- 


wards pleaſed to tranſmit to me, at my Requeſt, 


Captain Drape's'Narrative, and his Affidavit: 
3 before 


reren * 
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before the Mayor of Liverpool, at the public Seſ- 
A where Mr. Conlif, and the other CO 
ere preſent, and who were ſatisfied of the Truth 

of th the Particulars, before it was confirmed by Oath ; 
which Narrative and Affidavit, I here publiſh, for 
the Satisfaction of the Public, in the Words of the 
Origipa! now in my Poſſeſſion, which are as fol- 


low 
42; The Lire Foſter of Liverpool, Captain 
Drape Maſter, in the Year 1742, a Voyage 
to Guinea, and having taken in 216 Negroes; be- 
fore he left the Coat he had the Misfortune to ſee 
the Small · pox break out amongſt them: In a 
ſhort Time there were no leſs than one hundred 
ſeventy Ill of that Diſtemper all at once. 
43. The Captain was under great Concern, and 
fully expected, that for want of room and other > 
ceſſaries, he muſt infallibly loſe the greateſt 
of them. A Perſon, on board ad viſed the Maſter 
- to. infuſe a Quant: of Tar i in Water, and give it 
the Slaves to drink, ſaying it was practic'd in the 
ſame Caſe with good. Succeſs : the 


Arens was 


the —— chen ſelves, 2 came upon 
and crowding about a Tub of n f 1 

that was ſet there for e drank plentifully of 
from Time to Time of their on Accord. 
4. This had an Effet that could ly be 
ed. under the moſt commodious 5 

of thoſe one hundred and ſeventy . of th 
grown Perſons). not one died, de 
on could not be brought to drin the — 


0 2 Captain 


Taken and been befors-mms; 
Oden Prichard, Mayor of of Label. 


under the greateſt Obligations to the Biſhop 


— — — — 
® . 


d Effetts o 


Captain duch ſays farther, that the Negroes co con- 
tinued drinking 2 after their Recovery, 
which they found ſo much Relief from, that they 
could ly be brought to drink any other; and 
that from the Time of their Departure from Guinea, 
to their Arrival in Jamaica, he verily believes they 
did not drink above a Hogſhead of Water, that 
was not impregnated with Tar, though the ordi- 
nary Conſumption of Water for ſo many Slaves 
could not be eſs than a Hogſhead a Day. 

Ido hereby certify upon Oath, that the Contents 
"Hers, above Narrative are aftually d _ 

e | 


45. The nad Mr. Atherton, in a Leine dead 
the 4th, of February, 1744, N 
Words 
| « We have a very high O of thei Virtues 
of Tar- water in my F my Wife hav- 

drank a Pint a Day of A "oe eight Months 
bat paſt and by which The received furprialng Bb- 
nefitin an inflammatory Diſorder, 4n which Phylick 
and Bleeding had brought her very low; neither of 
which ſhe has made Uſe of ſince: Doctor Dickins, 
one of the moſt eminent Phyſicians in this Part of 
the Kingdom, had her under his Care, and adviſed 
her to Tar-water, as an Hlterative. So you ſee 
Doctors differ about it! ſome it to be in- 
flammatory;z” the of which, I have the 
ſtrongeſt Inſtances of in my own Family, and for 
which Mrs. Atherfon and my ſelf think 9 
Theſe Inſtances of the Virtues of Tar- water fo well 


authenticated, together with many others, which 


. will 
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will be mentioned hereafter, put it out of all Doubt, 
that Tar-water is ſo far brom being of an inflam- 
matory Nature, or dangerous in inflammatory I Diſ 
orders, as has been ſuggeſted by ſome, that it is a 
moſt ſave and 9 — in ſuch Caſes. 
And I am very well in that ĩt is now become 
a conſtant Rule and Practice at Liverpool and other 
Places, which fit out Ships for the Guinea Trade, 
to provide 2 ſufficient Quantity of Tar to. malæe 
Tar-water, in order to be <dmioiftred in Plenty, to 


ſuch Seamen, as _— to be ſeized in their 
Bs with the Smal Scurvies, and other 


which — are ſubject to 

T5 Mr. Hayward writes, in ſaid Letter, that he 
had laboured under an Ague of four Months con- 
tinuance, which had reduced. him to a low 
State, but that he very happily recovered his Health 
2 the Uſe of Tar- water only; and in his Letter of 
the agth of June, 1744, he adds, that he was in 
no manner of Pain about the Return of his Ague, 
that he had ſpent the Winter thus far in the moſt 
comfortable Manner, and enjoys a more 2 

comfortable Flow of Spirits, than ever he 
his Life; which, upon all Occaſions are apt to exert 
themſelves in extolling the Source from , whence 
they are drawn, and giving others as high an Opt- 
nion of Tar- water, as hie had himſelf; he alſo makes 
this —— that the Virtues — that 
juſtly, to T ar-water, particu remov- 
ing che Load that at Times, hang heavily. on the 
Spir and 8 the Soul, — lucid 


dome Senſations. many unhappi ſeek 
2 almoſt ; Bu 


ſcribed ah Homer under the-Nams * 2 

was not Tar- water, he is ſure it was ſomethin 2 

e lays, will appear from the 
3 


5 e. Ee of 
the e Homer's Odyſles, 4th Book. | 


4; if Rain Acc in yeyaga, 

A Dy 45 olvoy Bax peel an, Lrbey tener, 
Nu bir 1 d xeno Tt dan in arayroy. | 
Opmaarabgatan. ., Hom. Odyſſ. a, "x? 


Thus tranſſated by Mr. Pe. 


Mean Time with genial Joy to warm the Soul, | 
Bright Helen mix'd a Mirth inſpiring Bowl 5 | 
Temper'd with Drugs of Sovereign Uſe Yaſſuage 
The boiling Boſom of tumultuous Rage; 

To clear the cloud Front of wrinkled Care, 
And dry the tearfu tearfal Sluices of Deſpair, .  .. 
ES Ss that virtuous Nr ene 
| 1 1 

All Senſe of Woe delivers to the Wind. 

Theſe Drugs ſo friendly to the Joys of 1 
Bright Helen learn d from bons imperial Wik, 
Who ſway'd the Scepter, where prolific Mie 
With various'Simples'cloaths the faten'd Soil. 


Milton mentigns this Wee in is Made of 


349; 


Bekold this Cord! Julep bee, ttt! 
That flames and dances in ks bedient f 
Not that Nepenibes, which the Wife of Thowe 

In Egypt gave to Fove-born Helena, L 

Is of fuch Pow*r, as this to ſtir up Joy, 

To Liſe ſo friendly, or ſo coo} to Thirſt. 


A Letter from the Reverend Mr. James Menteath 
from Adderbury in Oxfordſhire, el 1 12th 
30 of February, 1744. 8 
47. As Toon as I heard of the Treatiſe: on „ Tar. 
. and of che Directions therein mentioned, I 
made the Water with different Proportions of Tar, 


and drank between two and three Gallons of it; — 
c 
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felt, no other Effect, but that it increaſed a good 
Appetite to a ſtronger, from which Time I gave 
it over; eee that or 
any other Medicine. As to myſelf, I was by no, 
Now a fair Subject to make an Experiment of its 
Virtues upon, being young, of a robuſt Conſtitu- 
tion, Which I have kept ſo, by drinking only; 
common Water and Tea, and eating little an 
Food, and I only drank the Tar-water to 9 
others, that it — do them agb ths Pl 
ſecond of May laſt, being Curate of Place, I, 
was-ſent for to pray by a young Woman, la 1, 

was told, lay at the Point of Death: When, I came, 
1 found: her no better than was repreſented ; ſpeech». 
lefsy;.1o;-weak, that; ſhe could ſcarcely open her 
—— hey Parents told me that a, Phyſician — this 
N Man of much Knowledge and great 
1 yaſk been with her, and ſaid there 
— a Recovery, for that ſhe could not 
— — three Days. The young Woman was, 
about Twenty, born of poor Patents; the had for, 
ſome Months been troubled with a Cough, and a 
Swelling in her Legs and Arms, which was pom: 
become a ly, and was ſeemingly .in. the laſt. 
Stage of a Conſumption, After performing myDuty, 
as a Clergyman, I told the Mother, that as t 
Doctor ſaid; her Caſe, was ſo deſperate, if ſhe would 
give leave, I would try, a Medicine, which I beg 
lieved might bly do her Service; he readily £1 
conſented z;.and I gave her two Quarts of the War. © 
ter. and gave Directions, that ſhe ſhogld drink 
half a Pint of it at a Time, twice, ot, i ſhe cu 
bear it, three Times a Day, and that warm; asthe 
Caſe was deſperate, the greater Qgantity I thoughn 
neceſſary. After two Days, ſhe was able 0 ſit wp5 
in four or five was brought down Stans, had ſome 
Appetite, her Cougb abated, and the Swellings gf 
her Legs and Nun meg funk n the 
C 4 
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ſeemed ſo well, that I adviſed. her to let alone the 
Far-water for ſome Time. 1d not ſee h 


till the beginning of 

came and told me that her out 

of Order. I went to ſee her, and found her a little 

ſwelled, with a Cough, her Appetite in ſome Mea- 
loſt, and a pale Look; upon this I ſent her 
ee e 

and I 


— "who; have . 
But I had particular — 2 
who have been troubled with that 
order, the Green Sickneſs; e e. 
into ſuch Complaints, 1 M eaſily diſcover. 
from the Complexion z i of the allo 
innumerable Experiments that 3 
it, many of which were by my Recommendation, 
3 „Nele of its 
ever hurt, m it, W 
taken, 18 never found that it Miele ay 
49. Thus far Mr. Aenteatbh, on which I ſhall 
| malte the following Obſervation. That ſince it is 
ne 
are loſt, to make any w 
may give the leaſt Hopes of preſerving Life, it is 
humbly ſabmitted, whether it is not adviſeable in 
ſuch deſperate” Caſes, when every Thing elſe has 
failed, to make Uſe of Tar-water, which ma poſ- 
ſibly recover the Patient from the Brink of | 
As it has done in thisand many other Inſtances mes, 
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toned in the Courſe of this Narrative, to the great 
: orgs #9 ſicians and others, whe ny 
the of Patients. 


An Extraft of a Letter from Mr. Jabs Bon of 


Mancheſter in Laucqlure, dated the goth of May, 


1744. | 
50. „I have when Tins twenty four Morn- 
ings, and ſometimes in the Afternoon, for a Diz- 


zineſs in my Head, which I have had at Times for 


2 and ſince I began taking it, 
be rd af ae 


Life. 


Part of « Lever from a Phyſician in Fork ne a 
* Bath, dated Auguft 25, 1744. 


51. *The Biſho pofClizaythhobenrer teat kobe 
than at other Places, but for 
can inform you, that a Lady, 


reduced to 


N 
a Skeleton 47; a bleeding Cancer, and 895 


fit for Guy's Hoſpital of Incurables, by the Uſe 


Tar- water is ſo much better, as to be th in a 
fair Way of enjoying a comfortable State of Health. 


She has recovered her Appetite and Fleſh; and all 
bad Symptoms are almoſt overcome, and her Breaſt 
is become ſoft and eaſy. This 1 think will ſtand 
as a Sort of Ballance to the Hoſpital aan Rey 


Dublin. 1 


52. 6 <In reſpett to Tar- water, 
been of great Service here in many 
Vogue in the Portugal 57 * and 
the Princeſ De Bocrg in the Small- 
has done 8 I am not a Friend to 


| 


Satisfaction, I 
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Diſcourſe upon it 


hey tells us operates through the Univerſe, diſtin- 


1 A Ent of- 2 
dicines, but chere is nothing to be ſaid againſt 


Prof.. 


53. I ſhall here dd home Pisse) intod in the 
Enxgi Nes. papers on the Subject of Tar-water 
A Letter to the Author of che General, Be 
| Pe, June the 4th, 1744. AN 
SIR, 


— While Thouſands daily 2 the Be- 
nefit of the Biſhop of Clone s Tar-water, give me 
Leave to teſtify be Thanks on, the Pleaſure ” 


Matter, ſuch Penetration of Th t, orthat i it was 
poſſible to have expreſſed either in guage ſocleat, 
and eaſy. Where ſhall we ſee a more accurate 


Theory of various; or of the Operations 


of the moſt prevailing Medi ines upon them? How 


beautiful his Anatomy of Trees and 14 Plants? How 
rational his Principles of Vegetation? How refined 


his Do@rine of Metals, and of their being tranſ- 


fuſed into each other? How learned his Hiſtory of 
the Opinions and Syſtems of the Antients ? While 
2 leads me on from the fi 

tions of Nature, through the animal and vegetable 
World; up to the great Author of both, I am 
charmed with my Progreſs, and think 1 fee in this 
Chain of his, that golden one, which hung down to 
Earth from Heaven, as this by ſeveral Links carries 
us up thither. Whether he Teaches, Reaſons, Pre- 
ſcribes, or Analyzes, he does all with the Know- 
ledge of a Profeſſor, the Humanity of a Gentle- 
man, and, to crown all, with a good Biſhop's Piety; 


and leaves us uncertain whether to admire in him 


moſt, the Chemiſt, 1 Philoſopher, or Di- 
vine. Somewhat like that fine ſubtiſe Spirit, which 


guiſhes his Writings; a Principle of pure Light, 


which 


r 
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which you feel in him, as in other Syſtems nothing 


But Gravitation. I am, Sir, Sc. 814 


A Pindarique by the Right Honourable, L. C. 
J. M. inſcribed to the Author of Siris. 


55. Majeſtick thus great Nilus ſnrowds 
His ſacred Head in Darkneſs and the 2 
His Birth divine from vulgar. Eyes . 
But to the Wiſe by Miracles reveals. 
Homage to him ten thouſand Torrents paß, 8 
Replete with æther's vital Flame, J 
While thro? the burning Zone he wings bis Way, 
While Siris is his myſtick Name. n -i "7 
Parch*d Africk courts him to ths Lilnen Plain, 
And ſtrives to intercept his Courſe; 5 
But marble Mountains are oppos'd in e 
Reſiſtleſs his as Ocean Force 
From the ſteep Cataracts impetuous as he . ‚ 
Earth trembles at his Voice, each diſtape, Rook re 


ſounds : 


i * 0're Feet 8 Phin his welcome Deluge 
And Cog Plenty brings, and | chearkul Hh be 


ſtows: rm 5 ot 247; 42 


Hail Egypt, Realm, thy ; 
= happy 1 


There Arts and Wiſdom ter fe nd je 
| Abodes. of 


On the Diſputes about Tar-water, 


56. To drink, or not to drink; ar TR 
With Pro and Con, the'Learn'd would make it G 
ons; drink on, 'the TY Prelate cries: '; cri 
1 — — I ny” Sacra SS 

at.w Q learned] ty 
Or Choleric ® 1 5 10 fiercely indite? 2 
Sure the Senſes can tell, if the Liquor be tight. 


15 A Phyſician, and Writer againſt Tar-water. REA 
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he 2 with his Stomach, and what with his - 
ca 


The Drinker may feel, tho” he can't write or read. 


Then Anthority's nothing, the Doctors are Men 
And who drinks Tar-water will drink it again. 


57. On the Enemies of Siris, by a Drinker of 
Tar. water. 


How can devoted Siris ſtand LO 
Such dire Attacks? The licenc'd Band 
With up-caft Eyes and Viſage fad 
Proclaim, alas ! The World's run mad. 
« The Prelate? s Book hath turn'd their Brains, 
« To ſet them right will coſt us Pains. 

% His-Drug too makes our Patients ſick, 
& And this.doth vex us to the Quick. 

And vex*d they muſt be, to be ſure, 
To find Tar-water cannot cure, 

But makes Men ſicker till and ſicker, 


And Fees come thicker ftill and thicker. . 


2 with Pity for Mankind, 
But to his own Artie blind, | 
Full many a Wigh Face of Funeral, 
From Mortar, „and Urinal, 


to throw in his ſcurvy Mite | 3 


of Dulneſs, and of Spight. - 
To fiſh 


the reyolving Moons 

Wich Pamphlets, Epigrams, Lampoons 

7 Siris, you'd — 1 

| who'they are; —— oon 
— each angry doleful Ditty 5 
Whether themſelves, ox us they pigs” 


* the Dail Gaagteer, publiſhed in Londen, 

| 5, 1745. 

To the Right Reverend che hey of Cone. 
5 


; * Lo 
i o tion of ſome Hints I took 
805 the 29th an Sections of your Siris, 1 
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reſolved to attempt a Solution of Myrrh, by a low, 
aqueous Menſtrum; and conſidering the Affinity, 
and ſimilar Properties that are in Tar, and in 
Myrrh, I was led to think, that as all homogeneous 
Bodies attract more ſtrongly than thoſe of different 
Claſſes; ſo poſſibly, the native Vegetable, or acid 
Spirit of Tar, when gently fermented, might invite 
the like Principle from Myrrh. Accordingly I put 
2 Drachm of coarſe Myrrh, without any Delicacy 
of Choice, into half a Pint of Tar-water, and ſet 
it in a Pint Bottle, in a Degree of Heat of my Fire, 
equal to that of a hot Sun': In two or three Days I 
obtained ſo perfect a Solution, that, upon filtring, 
I found no other Reſiduum, than ſuch as is apt to 
ſtick to gummy Bodies. 

Of chis Infuſion, I mix about half an Ounce in 
each Half-pint of Tar- water, which I daily drink; 

and take them ſo mixed, with good Succeſs. It 
makes the Tar- water much more pleaſant, giving 
it an agreeable ſub- acid bitter Taſte. 1 10 
809. The ſecond Proceſs I uſed, after having 
ipent my firſt Preparation, was; very inaccurate ; for 
threw in an indeterminate Quantity (but as near 
as I can gueſs) four Drachms of fine pick d Myrrh 
to a Pint of Tar-water, Upon filtring off this Infu- 
ſion, I had Cauſe to think the Tar-water was more 
than ſaturated with Myrrh, becauſe, among the 
Reſiduum, I found a kind of Stacte, or fine, tranſ- 
ent, liquid Myrrh, of the Conſiſtency of the beſt 
Tur ntine; which, however, might perhaps have 
yielded to a longer Infuſi n.. 

60. To you, my Lord, we owe the Tar- water; 
and to you, how nearly had we owed the Solution 
of Myrrch ? ſince you furniſhed the only aqueous 
Menſtruum that will diffolve, and render it fit for 
internal Uſe: As your Lordſhip ſuggeſted the firſt 

Hint, ſo I know no Perſon ſo capable of improving, 
and fo willing to apply this Diſcavery (if it be one) 


— 
- 
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to the Good of Mankind as your Lordſhip. To 
you, therefore, I addreſs it, with all its Virtues, all 


its Honours. For my Part, I have not Skill enough 
in any Branch of medical Knowledge, to aſſure 
whether there be any Thing new or valuable in this 
Experiment of mine, only I conjecture, that at leaſt, 
it muſt be a good vulnerary Water; but, were the 


Secret as rich as the Treafures of Loretto, both my 


Fortune and my Love to Mankind, forbid me to 


-make any private Advantage of it ; therefore I free- 


ly give it to the Publick under your Lordſhip's Pa- 


tronage. I am, with great Duty and Eſteem, 
Tour Lordſhip's moſt obedient humble Servant, 


Philanthropus. 


61. 1 ſhall now proceed to give a Narrative of 


ſuch Caſes, which happened in Ireland, as they were 
communicated to me by Letters from Gentlemen of 
known Character and Integrity, in this Kingdom, 


giving a particular Detail of their own Diſorders, or 


of thoſe of their Neighbours and Acquaintance, and 


of the Relief they received, ther with ſuch far- 


"ther Accounts, as I had from ſeveral Patients from 
their own Mouths, in and near Dublin, with their 
- Names and Places of Abode. 


A Letter from the Reverend Mr. Nat. France of 
Yoaghall in the County of Cork, dated Fuly 6, 
1744, to Thomas Prior, Eſq; 


- STR, 
62. Reading an Advertiſement in the Dublin 


* Courant, dated July the 3d, I thought myſelf bound 


by the ſtrongeſt Obligation, Gratitude for an in- 


eſtimable Benefit received; as well as for the good of 
Mankind, which every Man ought to have at Heart, 


to give Teſtimony to the Truth. Upwards of 20 


Tears I have laboured under a very dreadful Diſ- 
order, occaſioned, as I am fully perſuaded, by a 


prevailing 
2 
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prevailing Acid in my Stomach. Frequently, for 


many Weeks together, I never roſe from ſleep, 
without violent vomitting, and a continual Sickneſs 
in my Stomach ; rarely free from a Heart-burn, and 


that commonly ending in a violent Cholick ; ner- 


vous Diſorders, frightſul Spaſms, a frequent Palpi- 


tation of the Heart in Bed, were the ſure unhappy 
Conſequences ; my Diſorder baffled the Art of Phy- 
ſick, the whole Power of Medicine. The Pyrmont 
and. German Spaw-water, with the conſtant Uſe of 
Gum-pills for the nervous Complaint, gave ſome 
little Relief, but were very far from rooting out the 
Cauſe of my Diſorder. I induſtriouſly ſhun'd every 
Acid; my Drink for many Tears was Wine and 
Water, not daring to touch Malt- liqour or Cy- 
der. I have drank Tar water theſe three Years 
paſt, and, I bleſs Gop for it, have. no Com- 
plaint to make; no Heart-burn z no vomiting in 
the Morning, which almoſt deprived me of my 
Sight; no return of any nervous Diſorder, unleſs oc- 
. by a violent Cold, from which I am quickly 
relieved, by taking a plentiful Draught of Tar- 
water. Laſt Summer I laid a- ſide Tar- water for 
three Months, believing, I did not any U ſtand 
in need of it; and that the Medicine would ceaſe to 
be Efficacious by the conſtant Uſe of it; my Cho- 
lick, Heartburn, and nervous Spaſms return'd upon 
me as violent as ever. I again had Recourſe to Tar- 
water; its happy Effect was beyond Expectation, in 
a few Days it perfectly relieved me. I do now, and 
fhall, for the Dane of my Life, make it my 
Morning Draught; having no other Complaint 
againſt it, but this one; That by creating an Appe- 
tite, which it never fails to do; by ſtrengthning the 
Stomach, and cauſing a good Digeſtion, it renders 
me more corpulent, than I cou d wiſh to b. 

5 I am, Sir, your very humble Servant, 
chats 5s Nat. France. 
een 


36. A Letter from the Corporation of Aupher in 
the County of Tyrone, dated Fuly 7, 572 Lu 
SIR 94 N 

| Agreeable to your Inſtructions in the laſt News- 
paper, we the Under-written, Inhabitants of Augber, 
take this Opportunity of informing the Public, that 
moſt of us, having for many Years been greatly 


afflicted with — Diſeaſes, ſuch as the Gout, 
inveterate Scurvy and rheumatick Pains, &c. were 


induced from the high Character given to the Tar- 


water, to make Trial thereof. 8 | 
That thoſe of us, who had any out-breaking, 


found, after a Fortnight's Trial, the Spots rather 
more. inflamed and painful, but afterwards daily 
growing eaſier and better. That ſome of us who. 
were ſeized with the Rheumatiſm found after the 
like Time a ſenſible Remiſſion of the Pains; how far 
it may anſwer in the Gout we cannot yet pretend to 
ſay, but, from the ſurprizing Recovery of moſt of 
us, we in the Gout reſolve to continue the regular 
and conſtant Uſe of that moſt excellent Remedy, 
and all of us do, in the moſt affectionate Manner, 
return our public Thanks to the Author of the 
Tar- water. | | 

Edmund Mac Girr. Robert Thompſon. 

Revd. Mac Quigan. Adam Smyth. 

Dudly Harvey. Uri. Mac Dowall. 
64. A Letter from the Reverend Mr, Thomas Squire 
from Tallow in the County of Waterford, dated 


Fuly 11, 1744. 
SIX, | 


The Enemies of Tar-water, I find, are greatly 


ovoked, ſeeing they endeavour to have it ſworn 
bu of Ceed and Practice; however, I make no 
doubt, but that for the fix Affidavits againſt it, you 
will foon have many Hundreds of creditable Vouc 2 
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for it; I ſend you ſome Caſes: firſt my own. 
Turned of fixty, my Stomach began to fail me, and 
what little I did eat, lay heavy there for two or three 
Hours after Dinner; my Fleſh waſted ſo that my 
Cloaths were much too big for me, the Calves of 
my Legs became ſoft, and hung from the Bone 
and the Red in my Cheeks grew dark and livid ; 
look*d on theſe, and ſome other bad Symptoms, as 
Warnings from my Creator to prepare for my ap- 

aring before him in another State. 

I had the Honour of being known to the Biſhop 
of Cloyne, who adviſed me to drink Tar- water; 
Which I did for fifteen Months, in which Time I 
found my Appetite reſtored, my Food fat eaſy on 
my Stomach, I grew up to my former Dimenſions, 
my Fleſh became firm, as it had been twenty Years 
before, and the Blood in my Cheeks of a good Red, 
ſo that I reckoned myſelf in as fair a Way of living 
as any Man of my Age, in the Neighbourhood, 

65. A Gentlewoman in my Houſe far advanced 
in Years, of a tender Conſtitution, and in a bad State 
of Health, has for near two Years taken a ſmall 
Glaſs of Tar-water every Morning, and often ano- 
ther about Noon; the Phyſician who has attended 
her for eight Years, and conſented to the Tar-water, 
has frequently for this laft Year expreſſed his great 
Surprize at her being ſo much better, than at any 
Time ſince ſhe was firſt under his Care. I mui 
obſerye to you, that ſhe takes ſeveral other Kinds 
of Phyſick by the Doctor's Directions; it may not 
be amiſs likewiſe to obſerve, that her Apothecary's 
Bill was laſt Year reduced to leſs than half of what 
it has formerly been, and I am ſure, when it comes 
in next, will fall very ſhort of that. 

66. A Servant of mine was fo ill of a Cold and 
violent Cough, that he was going to take to his bed, 
I ordered him to drink about half a Pint of Tar- 
water warm'd ; he then 3 about his Buſineſs, and I 
” have 


| 
fl 
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have not heard him complain ſince, tho” I forgot to 


make him repeat the Medicine. Icould give Inſtances 
of many in this Neighbourhood, who have received 
great Benefit by Tar-water; this Morning a Gentle- 
man, who, by a Cold taken in February laſt, was ap- 
prehenſive of a Decay, told me that his Fears were 
over by drinking Tar-water for three Weeks; and 
Yeſterday a Phyſician, who ſtudied under the great 
Boerhaave, told me that he had preſcribed the Courſe 
of Tar-water to five of his Patients lately ; of thoſe 
it is probable I may give you an Account hereafter, 
as well as of two more, whoſe Caſes were very deſpe- 
rate, and recovered, but I am not fully informed in 
the Particulars as yet. 
I am your moſt humble Servant, 
E. 8. 


67. A Letter from the ſaid Mr. Squire from Curry- 
glaſs in the County of Cork, dated November 30, 
1744. 
SIR, | 
When J wrote to you formerly, I propoſed to ſend 
you ſome farther Accounts of the Cures effected by 
Tar-water; one of which was on a Gentlewoman 
near Limerick, (whom I have not leave to name.) 
Her Huſband was in this Village laſt Chriſtmas, who 


deſcribed his Wife's Diſtemper in ſuch a manner, 


that ſhe ſeemed to have ſuffered more by the Scurvy, 


than Mr. Connor of Bandon; ſhe was, as the Ex- 


| preſſion was, juſt flayed alive, and had almoſt loſt 

the Uſe of her Limbs. I adviſed Tar-water, which 
a Phyſician approving, ſhe drank for ſome Time; 
ſo that the Scurvy-ſplotches are perfectly healed, and 


ſhe is recovering daily the Uſe of her Limbs, This 


I had from her Huſband's Brother. 


68. The following Account I had from Mr. Robert 


Atkins near Mallow; a young Gentlewoman related 


to him had been long ill; ſhe had a great * 
| ng 


＋ AR AT ER 335 


ling in her Side, loſt her Stomach, was extremely 
thin and pale, ſome Phyſicians, who had attended for 
a conſiderable Time, at length gave her up. She 
earneſtly entreated one of them, Doctor Connell, for 
Advice, who recommended Tar- water; ſhe drank 
it for ſome Months and perfectly recovered. 

69. In Curryglaſs, fourteen, as I find, have drank 
Tar- water, every one of them have received Benefit 

thereby, but the moſt remarkable, after thoſe in my 
former Letter, were Hanna Evans, Wife to Henry 
Evans, Maſon, cured of an hereditary Aſthma, un- 
der which ſhe laboured for two Years, and could not 
lie down in Bed; but now goes to Bed as formerly, 
and adds to her nightly Devotion, Gop Bleſs the 
good Biſhop. 

70. Henry Evans in the great Froſt took a violent 
Cold, and every Winter ſince, has kept his Head 
and Jaws tied up in Handkerchiefs; he drank Tar- 
water, the Pain in his Jaws is gone, and he bears 
Cold as well as ever he did. Lawrence Lineban, 
a Paper-maker, had taken ſo great Cold at his Work, 
that he waſted away, had a moſt deadly Cough, and 
was thought by all to be in a Decay, he drank Tar- 
water, and is now as well as ever. 

71. Mr. Crips drinks Tar-water for an hereditary 
Aſthma; when he is regular in it, ſome Splotches 
break out in ſeveral Parts of his Body, and the Aſthma _ 
quite gone z but when he is careleſs the Splotches 
diſappear, and the Difficulty of breathing returns. 
72. Mrs. Rollefton, who nurſes her Child, had 
ſome Occaſion to drink Tar-water, which ſucceeded 
well with her; ſhe had a vaſt Flow of Milk, when 
ſhe drank it, and her Child was extremely well; our 
Phyſicians here preſcribe Tar-water frequently, and 
all own that no Medicine has ever made ſo great a 
Progreſs in fo ſhort a Time. | het 

I am your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
Thom. Squire. 
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73. A Letter from Mr. Henry Parſons, Attorney, 
dated from William-ſtreet, Dublin, Fuly 26, 1744. 


SI. + | 

I lately read an Advertiſement in Mr. Faultner's 
Weekly Journal, deſiring, that Perſons who had re- 
ceived benefit from drinking Tar-water, would ſend 
you an Account thereof, with the Nature of their ſe- 
veral Diſorders; as that Advertiſement was chiefly 
intended for the Benefit of Mankind, I think every 
one ought readily to comply therewith. I therefore 
ſend you the following Account : 

I have been theſe twenty Years paſt, and upwards, 
grievouſly afflicted with violent Pains and Swellings 
in my Limbs; and for want of my natural Reſt, 
which they frequently prevented, I was reduced to a 
very great Weakneſs; and I had loſt my Stomach 
to that Degree, that I may ſay, My Soul abborred 
all manner of Meat, and I was even hard at Death's 
Door. I was reduced to that unhappy State, which 
the Biſhop of Clayne, in his Treatiſe on Tar-water, 
calls Tædium Vite : a wearineſs of Life, that I could 
have bleſt the Means that would have finiſh'd my 
Days; and if any one was to have bought an Annu- 
ity on my Life, I am ſure no one would have given 
ſix Months Purchaſe for it. Iam. certain that every 
one, who has known me theſe twenty Years paſt, 
can and will readily vouch the Truth hereof; and 
not above five Months ago, a Gentleman falling into- 
a groundleſs Paſſion with me, for no other Reaſon, 
but becauſe he was loſing a Game at Backgammon, 
declared to ſome Gentlemen, who. afterwards in- 
formed me thereof, that he would certainly have 
been the Death of me, but that he was well ſatisfied 
I would ſoon dye by the Courſe of Nature. 

74. I was alſo afflited with a violent ſcorbutic 
Humour, which broke out to a great Degree. in my 
Face; and about the Beginning of May laſt, on an 
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firſt hearing the Virtue of Tar. water fo greatly re- 
commended, and on reading the Magazine for the 
Month of March, wherein it is ſet forth, I reſolved 
on drinking it, and tho' I have only drank about 
five Gallons thereof, it has not only perfectly cured 
me of the Scurvy, but has alſo intirely eaſed me 
from all my Pains; reſtored me to my former 
Strength, a good Stomach, and a great Flow of 
Spirits; that now (I thank Gop) I may juſtly ſay, 
I am a Man again. 
am Sir your humble Servant, 
Henry Parſons, 


Mr. Parſons, who may be ſeen every Day in the 
Streets of Dublin, continues in a perfect State of 
Health, and flow of Spirits, and conſtantly drinks 


Tar- water. 


75. A Letter from the Reverend Mr. Bernard Ward, 
dated from Belfaſt, July 23, 1744. 
S I R, 

Incloſed I ſend you, the Caſes of three Perſons, 
who have received benefit by the Uſe of Tar- water; 
in the firſt I preſcribed it myſelf; the 2d, I had from 
the Mother of the young Lady, and her Permiſſion 
to ſend it to you; the 3d, I had from the Father of 
the Child, who peruſed and approved of the Ac- 
count which I ſend you. I think it the Duty of 
every Perſon, as far as he can, to make the World 
acquainted with the Caſes of ſuch as receive benefit 
from the Uſe of new Medicines ; eſpecially if oy 
be ſuch as are ſafe in the Application, and cheap, ſo 
as to render them of Uſe to the Poor: Tar-water, I 
am perſuaded, is of this Kind, and I dare ſay it will 
give the good and moſt ingenious Author of Siris, 
a very ſenſible Pleaſure, to find that his Medicine 
is likely to anſwer the End, which he had in publiſh- 
ing it, that is, to become of univerſal Uſe, and to 
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remove moſt of the Diſorders to which Men are 

ſubject. 

I venture to ſend you the incloſed without any 

Apology, the Truth of the Facts you may depend 

upon, I] am, Sir, | 

You moſt obedient humble Servant, 

Bernard Ward. 


The Honourable Aribur Hill, Eſq; adds by way 
of Poſtſcript, that though theſe Inſtances are but 
three, yet Tar-water is in great and univerſal Repute 
here, and I have no Doubt, but in a little Time, 
abundance more may be given. . 

76. No 1. William Gawdy of the Pariſh of Kir- 
donnell, and County of Down, Farmer, aged about 
forty Years, had been many Years afflicted with the 
Rheumatiſm. About two Years ago he applied to me, 
when by the Uſe of Atherial Oil of Turpentine, 
his Complaint was removed for that Time: In May 
laſt I met him near his own Houſe, moſt grievouſly 
tormented with the ſame Diſorder, which had then 
fixed itſelf in his Loins, and had for ſome Weeks 
entirely diſabled him from doing any Work; he. 
told me he had uſed the Turpentine, but without 
Succeſs ; that for ſome Weeks he had ſcarce been 
able to walk. I recommended the Uſe of Tar- 
water, four Quarts of which did fo effectually re- 
move his Diſorder, that, to uſe his awn Words, he 
was able to lift a Hogſhead Sack full of Corn, and 
to * it upon his Horſe, and, in ſhort, was as well 
as he ever had been. 

77. No 2. Miſs Small, of the Pariſh of Knockbre- 
da, in the County of Down, a young Lady of about 
ſixteen Years of Age, had for ſome Time been trou- 
bled with a Pain in her Side, Shortneſs of Breath, a 
Palpitation of the Heart upon the leaſt Motion, and 
an entire Loſs of Appetite; her Mother was ap- 
prehenſive of a Conſumption; yet by drinking Tar- 
i Water 


T AR VATER. 39 


water ahout a Fortnight, all the above Symptoms 
were removed, and ſhe can now walk a Mile or two 
without giving her the leaſt Uneaſineſs, and 1s in 
perfect Health. 

78. No 3. Fohn, the Son of the Reverend An- 
neſiy Baile, Curate of Comber in the County of Down, 
at the Age of two Years, was active and ſprightly, 
and could walk as well as any Child of his Age; he 
was then ſeized with a Fever, which deprived him 
of the Uſe of his Limbs; his Joints grew large, and 
his Belly hard, like a ricketty Child; he continued 
in this Condition about two Years, till, upon the 
Publication of Siris, his Father made him drink 
Tar-water, a Wine Glaſs full three Times a Day, 
and in three Weeks time, he recovered the Uſe of 
his Limbs, and has been ever ſince in the higheſt 
Spirits, and very good Health, 


79. A Letter from the Reverend Mr. Uſer, of 
' Maryborough, dated Auguſt 23, 1744. 


Margaret Large of the Pariſh of Coolbanagher 
near Mountmelick in the Queen's County, being about 
forty-three Years old, laboured under a violent 
Cough and Oppreſſion on her Stomach for ten Years, 
which afflicted her without Intermiſſion, to that 
Degree, that ſne loſt her Appetite, her Body was 
emaciated, and her Spirits low and depreſſed; but 
that by drinking Tar- water conſtantly every Morn- 
ing ſince the Beginning of June laſt, the Cough and 
Oppreſſion on her Stomach were intirely removed, 
her Joſt Appetite reſtored, her Spirits became briſk 
and lively, and her whole Conſtitution and habit of 
Body wonderfully improved, and this Change evi- 
dently appeared in about fix Weeks after ſhe began 
to drink the Tar-water. This Account, he ſays, 
he had from the Patient herſelf, 
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80, A Letter from Mr. Henry Garvais of Liſmore 
in the County of Vaterford, dated the 15th of 
September, 1744, to Thomas Prior, Eſq; 


Purſuant to your Deſire ſignified in the public 
Prints, I take the Liberty of communicating to you 
the Caſe of Mr. William Bryen, which may not be 
unworthy of Notice. Mr. Bryen, who is an Attor- 
ney in Lord Burlington's Manor-courts, after riding 
five Miles about two Years ſince, without a great 
Coat, in a Winter's Night of very heavy Rain, and 
ſo fuddled, that when he came home, he could not 
pur off his Cloaths, threw himſelf on his Bed, where 

e ſlept about ſix Hours, and when he awoke, was 
in an high Inflammation and not able to ſpeak. ' A 
Phyſician, of no ſmall Repute in this Country came 
to his Aid, and by the common Proceſs in ſuch 
Caſes, by bleeding, bliſtering, Sc. brought ſome 
preſent Relief; but in a little Time a violent Cough 
enſued, attended with a grievous Pain in his Side, 
ſpitting of Blood, and large Sweat; fo that having 
ſuffered much, and gone thorough the Apothecary's 
Shop for a Courſe of ſix Months, and exhauſted his 


little Subſtance, the Phyſicians in a Conſultation | 
pronounced that he would dye tabid. The Patient 


not being able to purchaſe coſtly Medicines, in Deſ- 
pair had Recourſe to Tar-water, which he has ever 

ce continued the Uſe of, with the greateſt Benefit; 
inſomuch, that when I talk'd with him, ſome little 
Time ago, he told me that he had recovered his Ap- 
petite and Reſt, and was free from the Pain in his 
Side, and as well in. Health as he could wiſh, ſaving 
a light Cough which remained, but was, in his Opi- 
nion, 1 wearing off. 

81. Mr. Gervais mentions his own Caſe in the 
following Words. I was under great Apprehenſions 
from the Reliques of the Influenza, which in its 
Courſe ſeized me in a moſt heavy Manner, and left 
an acute Pain in my Head, violent Palpitation in the 

Heart, 
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Heart, a conſtant Pulſation in the Brain, and Spaſms 
thorough: my whole Body. Flag berty cum Cociis had 
me in Hand for Months; Gum- pills and Spirits of 
Vitriol, I almoſt lived upon, and to no Purpoſe ; but 
now by the Uſe of Tar-water, [ am, (Gop be 
praiſed) reſtored to good Spirits and Health.“ 


82. He alſo mentions the Caſe of Mrs. C 
of Limerick, who was many Years afflicted with a 
Scurvy in the higheſt Degree, that he had been in- 
formed by a near Relation of hers, that ſhe had been 
quite flay'd from Head to Foot, fo that for many 
Months ſhe lay in Cere-cloths, and could not turn 
in her Bed, but as ſhe was help'd by the Sheets; 
when all Remedies proved ineffectual, Tar-water was 
the dernier Reſort, by the Uſe whereof for ten 
Weeks, ſhe has got a new Skin, her Sores have 
ceaſed to run, and her Health is throughly retrieved. 

83. Mr. Gervais ſoon after ſent me the following 
Caſe drawn up by Doctor Mill. C-— of Mallow 
in the Words following : ; 

Carrol Daly of Ardprior in the County of Cork, 
aged about 28, on exerciſing ſeverely in the Year 
1742, was ſeized with a violent Cough, ſtreightneſs 
in his Cheſt, difficulty of Refpiration, and had large 
Quantities Blood diſcharged from his Lungs; in 
which State he remained near fix Months, withbut 
other Aſſiſtance than what his poor Neighbours could 
adminiſter; till at Length quite emaciated, and in 
a hectick State with fluſhings in his Face, ſucceeded 
by Rigors and conſtant Night-ſweats, he applied to 
the neighbouring Phyſicians, who. recommended a 
Courſe of ral and balſamick Medicines, with 


Tincture of Jeſuits Bark, and a Milk-diet, which 


Regimen he ſtrictly obſerved ten Months and better; 
when finding little Amendment, and no Hopes of 
Recovery, he applied to me; I recommended his 
continuing the ſame Method for ſome Time longer, 
which he ſubmitted to, without further benefit, than 


that 
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that his Sweats ſomewhat abated; he was now ſet 
down as incurable, and at moſt not likely to ſurvive 
the following Spring; when hearing ſo much of the 
_ Virtues of Tar-water publiſhed by the Biſhop of 
„and willing to try the Succeſs, as every Thing 
elſe failed; I recommended earneſtly the conſtant 
Uſe of it to him, and prepared it for him according 
to the Biſhop's Directions; at firſt it diſagreed pro- 
digiouſly, inducing frequent Nauſea's, Sickneſs in 
the Stomach, and a Lax, which in his Condition, I 
was very apprehenſive of; notwithſtanding I made 
ſome lighter, which, in a few Days was fo recon- 
cileable to his Stomach, that he took it in large 
Quantities after, and is now perfectly recovered from 
all his Symptoms, only a ſmall Cough, which he is 
ſubject to, on taking Cold or any Irregularity. 


84. Q Letter from Mr. William Peacocke Merchant 

in Abbey-ſtreet Dublin, dated September 22, 1744. 

SIR, . 

My Brother, Marmaduke Peacocke Merchant in 
Abbey-ſtreet, was for feveral Months very unwell, he 
had a great Cough, little or no Appetite, and a great 
Lowneſs of Spirits; he could not walk the Length 
of a Street without being in a violent Sweat; and 
was very much emaciated ; he applied to ſome Phy- 
ſicians here, and to no Purpoſe. He, by accident, 
heard of the Virtues of Tar-water, he made ſome, 
drank of it Morning and Evening, and in leſs than 
three Weeks, he was as heal as ever, in great Spirits, 
and as well as he could wiſh ; this I aver for Truth. 

8;. Laſt Spring I had a Fit of the Gout coming 
on me; the Reaſon J ſay fo, is becauſe I was ſeized 
with the Cramps in my Legs moſt violently for ſe- 
veral Nights. I had a great Loſs of Appetite, and 
my Stomach feint and weak, with great Tenderneſs 
in my Feet; this is always a Forerunner of a Fit of 


the Gout with me, I was prevailed upon by my 
Brother 
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Brother Marmaduke Peacocte, to drink Tar- water, 


which I did Morning and Evening: The doing fo 


occaſioned great Perſpiration in my Feet, and in 


three Nights after, I had no Cramps, no Tenderneſs 
in my Feet, I had a good Appetite and Digeſtion, 
and was every other Way very well. I continued 
drinking this Water for two Months, afterwards I 
left it off for a Week, and drank of it only every 


Morning. I ſtill do the ſame, and am now (thank 


God) as well as any ane. Given under my Hand 
this 22d of - Septemper, 1744. 9 1 
| 7 :.:.. William Peacocke. 


Mr. Peacocke, who may be ſeen every Dayat Lu- 
cas's Coffee-houſe informs me now in June 1745; 
that he has all along, and now continues to drink 
Tar-water every Day, and that with Pleaſure; that he 


has by Means thereof a great Perſpiration in his 
Feet, and Strength in his Limbs, and is free from 
all Symptoms and Apprehenſions of the Gout which 
ſo long troubled him, 


86, A Letter from Stephen Bernard, E/q; Member of 
Parliament from Youghall, October 2, 1744. 
'a11D:4 :R,;> - 

As ſoon as I could completely, and with certainty, 

I was determined to communicate and acknowled 

the Services I had received from the Uſe of Tar- 

water; which I have taken for three Months, 

Morning, Noon, and Night, half a Pint each Time 

warm; and which I can now with certainty ſay, has 

relieved me from a Sickneſs in my Stomach, that 
ever attended me, but more ſevere for ſix Years laſt 
paſt, and ſo much more for the two laſt, that it was 


"oy rare to have a Day paſs without being troubled 
wit 


L violent Heavings, at leaſt twice, and a Loathing 
of all Suſtenance; which reduced me to ſo low a 
Condition, as utterly diſabled me from uſing any 
Exerciſe, I was alſo ſubject to a frequent Giddineſs, 
ns | which 
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which remained, and was encreaſing, notwithſtand- 
a long Courſe of Vomits; in leſs than a Week after 
I drank the Tar-water, I not only found my Stomach 
relieyed, but I had really an Appetite, which, I 
I thank God, ſtill continues, and I think ſtrengthens, 
and the Giddineſs is almoſt gone; theſe are the Par- 
ticulars I can with Truth and Certainty aver, As to 
my other Complaints which are a flatulent Cholick, 
a Numbneſs in my Hands, and Obſtructions, the Re- 
lief not being very ſenſible, I would not preſume 
troubling you with an Account of it; tho' with 
Gop's Permiſſion, I have the utmoſt Confidence, I 
ſhall be able to give you an Account of a complete 
Cure; and make all the Acknowledgments in my 
Power for the Good received from the moſt ingeni- 
Qus learned Labour of the excellent Author of Siris. 
I am, Sir, your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
Ste. Bernard. 


P. S. A Servant of mine, for Years was troubled 
with a conſumptive Cough, and is quite recovered 
by Tar-water. 


87. An Extra of a Letter from Charles Coote, 
Eſq, Member of Parliament from Cootehill, Oc- 
tober 6, 1744. ke 
$I R, 

I am to inform you, that I drink Tar-water con- 
ſtantly; beſides the Diſorders, I have always been 
ſubject to, which are called nervous, I have the 
Gravel to a great Degree, but without Pain. I diſ- 
charge 7 5 Quantities, by Urine, and my Sto- 
mach, Digeſtion, and whole Frame, uſed to be 

diſordered when I was loaded with it; the 

ſe of this Water, not only diſcharges it, but I be- 
lieve alters that Diſpoſition in my Conſtitution, and 
I have always found myſelf better in Spirits, Digeſ- 


tion, and the Enjoyment of myſelf ſince I dens 5 
| 88, By 
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88. By the Teſtimonies of Samuel Moore, and 
Jobn Maxwell, Eſqrs; the Reverend Mr. Handcoct, 
Curate of Cavan, and many others of this County, 
Mr. Donaldſon of Cavan, late Sub- Sheriff of this 
County, has been long afflicted with the Gout in an 
extreme Degree: he has drank the Tar-water ſome 
Months, and from a cloſe Confinement to his Bed 
and Chair, to his great Loſs while he was Sub-She» 
riff, he is now walking about the Streets, and does 
not remember when he was able to do fo for many 
To paſt, and refers it wholly to that ſingle Me- 

cine. ad! 
89, Mr. Waren, within two Miles of me, is A- 
gent to Alderman Dawſon; he was aſthmatick, and 
ſeemed to be conſumptive to the laſt Degree. I have 
not ſeen him lately, but Mr. Richardſon, our Rec- 
tor, aſfures me, that he is recovered of all his Com- 
plaints to a wonderful Degree, ſolely by the Tar- 
water, and that he confeſſes that he never knew to- 
lerable Comfort ſince his IIIneſs, till he took it. 

go. A pore Fellow, in ſome Under-office about 
the Church of this Town, was alſo aſthmatick, and 
almoſt incapable of any Action, and is now reſtored 
by it, as our Rector aſſures me. I am, dear Sir, 

Your molt affectionate Servant, 
Charks Coote. 


91. P. S. My Brother-in-law Mr. Pratt, who 
has been extreamly ill many Years of ſcorbutick 
Diſorders, and has in vain drank all the Waters in 
Europe, drank the Tar-water a good while, and E 
believe continues to do ſo; he is now active in 
Spirits, and able to do Buſineſs, and 2 > 
2 to me, not long ago, to be quite recovered z 

e made it but of half the Strength, the full 
Strength diſagreeing with him, and he declared, he 
thought his Amendment was entirely owing to it. 


92.4 
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92. A Letter from William Ryves, E/; from Ca- 
ſtlejane near ipperary, dated October 11, 1744. 
W 

1 fhall always take Pleaſure in any Thing for the 
publick Good, therefore with Pleaſure fit down to 
anſwer your's, and to give you the Account you de- 
| fire, of the Benefit my Tenant Jobn Cornick received 
from the Uſe of Tar-water. 

This Man has been for many Years paſt, a Mower 
and a Plowman, in the Occupation of which, by 
Heats, and Cold, he acquired a Cough, which con- 
tinued on him for ſeveral Months, and which ſome- 
times (eſpecially in the Spring) diſabled him from 
— the Plow ; but about March laſt, he was 
obliged to his Bed, notwithſtanding he had 
the Advice and Directions of two Phyſicians, at 
different Times; and being worn away to perfect 
Skin and Bone, the Phyſicians pronounced him very 
near his End. About July laſt, I got, and read Si- 
ris, and immediately directed this pave Fellow to 
drink Tar-water, which he did conſtantly, twice or 
1 Sree a Day; for the firſt Week or ten Days 

rodigiouſly, and 4 op great 

Quins — etid Corruption; every Da r, his 
— abated, and his Stomach increaſed, and at 
the End of three Weeks drinking, he was able to 
walk half a Mile with Pleaſure, which he did every 
Morning between his firſt Draught, and Breakfaſt ; . 
and in five Week's Time, had gathered a good 
deal of Strength ; his Tar being then out, and he 
thinking himſelf pretty well, he omitted drinking 
ſince ; but I have now ordered him a freſh Parcel 
of Tar, and do not doubt but he will be as well 
able to hold his Plow next Spring as ever, and mow 
the following Summer; in * his Cough is gone, 
and he finds himſelf hearty; I this Day examined 


him. 
8 93. Edward 
2 ö 
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93. Edward Moore, Eſq; of Moore's Fort in the | 


County of Tipperary, a Gentleman of Fortune, was 
extreamly out of Order, and by all the Phyſicians 
that attended him, was judged to have an Ulcer in 
his Bladder, and was preparing to go to ſome Wa- 
ters proper for him; he had quite loſt his Stomach 
and Complexion, but by the Uſe of Tar-water for 
five or fix Weeks, is not only quite well of his 
Diſorder, but has recovered his Stomach and Com- 

lexion; and I do believe ſtill continues to drink it. 

can alſo aſſure you, my Wife has drank it for 
ſome Time for a little barking Cough, which ſhe 
has had theſe three Years paſt, which afflicts her 


moſt, juſt as ſhe gets up in the Morning ; and ſhe 


has found ſuch an Abatement of it, that I do not 

doubt but in a little Time ſhe will be quite free 

from it. If theſe Accounts be of any Uſe to the 

Publick, and a ſatisfactory Anſwer to your Letter, 

it will fully anſwer the Deſign, of, Sir, 

Your very humble Servant, 
William Ryves. 


94. A Letter from William Connor, Eſq, from 
Bandon in the County of Cork, dated October 23, 
1744. 

SIR, 


I am favoured with your's of the 6th Inſtant, 


and have ſince communicated the ſame to my Bro- 


ther George Connor, who is the Perſon, you heard, 


had been relieved, in a ſcorbutick Diſorder, by the 
Uſe of Tar-water; for which he is full of Ac- 
knowledgments to the Author of Siris; and, (had 
not the Badneſs of the Weather, and ſome other 
Accidents in his Family hitherto prevented) he de- 


ſigned e re now to have paid his Compliments per- 
ſonally to the Biſhop of Cloyne, and have acquaint- 
ed him with the whole Progreſs of his Diſorder, + 
and almoſt incredible Benefit he had received in 


leſs 


* 
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leſs than a Month, by the Uſe of that moſt ſove- 
reign and univerſal Remedy ; for which Purpoſe, 
he defired me to let you know, that he intends 
waiting on his Lordſhip as ſoon as he can conve- 
niently leave home; there are ſeveral other In- 
ſtances in this Neighbourhood of Perſons benefitted 
by the ſame Means, but none more ſo (that I have 
heard of) than one of my Daughters, who had la- 
boured under a kind of hyſterick and nervous Diſ- 
order for ſome Months, which afflicted her with a 
Palpitation and Difficulty of Breathing, inſomuch, 
that ſhe frequently imagined ſhe was expiring of 
which Complaint, ſhe is now (Gop be praiſed) 
quite free, and attributes her Cure ſolely to that 
moſt excellent Remedy, Tar-water, having received 
little or no Benefit from any Thing elſe; tho? ſhe 
had been under. a Courſe of Medicines for ſome 
Months before ſhe took to the drinking Tar-water, 
for the Diſcovery of which ſhe is infinitely obliged 
to the good Biſhop and ſo is, Sir, 
| Your moſt obedient Servant, 
Will: Connor. 


95. Mr. George Connor, whoſe Name is menti- 
oned in the precedent Letter, having been pleaſed 
himſelf to communicate his own Caſe and Relief 
in November, 1744, I ſhall here inſert the Particu- 


lars thereof, which ſhew the wonderful Powers of 


Tar-water, . 
Mr. Connor had been ſeveral Years afflicted with 
a ſcorbutick Diſorder, and finding no Relief here 


from the Preſcriptions of Phyſicians, he went to 


England, where he made uſe of the Bath and other 

Waters, without receiving any Benefit; upon his 

Return to Jreland, his Diſtemper became ſo violent 

and increaſed to ſuch a Degree, that his Phyſicians 

not knowing what to do elſe, were for ſending him 

to Bath again, when by Chance he met with 18 
W 


” 
«4 a 1 1 


| 
( 
{ 
F 
| 
] 
| 
e 


T AR VATER 49 


which put him upon the king and drinking 
Tar-water,, which quite recovered him in a Month 
or ſix Weeks Time; his Caſe was wonderful, his 
Body was all over one continued Sore, he was ob- 
liged to ſhift himſelf four times a Day, and his 
Shirts ſtood on End, ſtiffened by Corruption; his 
Limbs and Body were wrapped up in Linen ſpread 
with Suet, to keep any Thing from touching 
him. | 
The ſharp Humours uſed to run through his 
Cloaths on the Ground. He could neither digeft, 
ſleep, nor reſt, The firſt Effect of the Tar-water 
was that an incredible Number of blind Boils ap- 
in the Skin over his whole Body, and very 
ore, by which the morbifick Humour was driven 
to the outward Parts, and by conftant drinking 
Tar-water, theſe Boils grew milder, and by De- 
healed and dried away, ſo that in leſs than fix 
eeks, he was quite eaſy, and he attributes his 
Cure ſolely to Tar-water. Upon firſt taking the 
Water, he was very coſtive for ſeveral Days, which 
frightened him, and made him take fome gentle 
opening Purge. But this rather retarded his Cure, 
for where the Tar-water throws out the Venom in- 
to the Skin, it ſhould not be diſturbed by the 
Revulſion of a Purgative, howſoever ſuch caſting 
out may naturally produce a Coſtiveneſs. Such 
Coſtiveneſs is not to be reckoned a bad Effect, but 
a good Symptom ; it ſhews that Nature is throw- 
ing out the bad Humours through the Skin, and 
not by Stool, and when it has ſufficiently done that 
Service, in which it ought not to be diſturbed, 
the Body will naturally return to its uſual Diſcharges z 


as many haye experienced, Wy 
| ? FO | 
©. 69. 4 


1 
| 
| 
ö 
| 
| 
| 


50 - The Effect: of 


69. A Letter from Cornelius Townſend of Betſbo- 
rough near Mallow in the County of Cork, Efq; 
dated the 3oth of October, 1744. 


SIX. 

I received the Favour of yours, but a Hurry of 
Buſineſs prevented my anſwering it ſooner ; I aſſure 
you, I never had it in my Inclination to conceal any 
Thing that I thought may be of general Uſe to Man- 
kind. Before I enter on the Particulars of my com- 
plicated Diſorders, I muſt beg leave to obſerye to 
you, that I am Ythoroughly convinced, from my 
own Experience, and my Obſervations on others, 
that nothing yet diſcovered ſtands fairer for being 
conſidered as an univerſal Medicine for all Diſor- 
ders, than Tar-water taken, as lately directed by 
that great good Man, the Biſhop of Cloyne, in his 
Treatiſe on the Virtues thereof, As to my own Ex- 
perience, about fifteen Years ago, and about the 
32d of my Age, after a moſt remarkable good 
Stock of Health from my Infancy, I was firſt ſeized 
with a violent Heartburn, and ſoon after had ſlight 
Fits of the Rheumatiſm, which in a few Years be- 
came very violent, and then getting the better of 
my often envied good Conſtitution, a moſt invete- 
rate Scurvy appeared, particularly on my Temples, 
and Forehead ; my Fits of the Rheumatiſm were in 
the Beginning irregular, and did not hold above a 
Month or fix Weeks at a Time, but about eight 
Years ago, they became regular, and uſed to con- 
fine me to my Bed during the whole Winter and 
Spring, and always with a light Fever and 
terrible Head-ach, which generally held for the firſt 
nine or ten Days. I have been likewiſe ſubject to 
a Scurvy in my Gums, and in ſpight of all my 
Care, apt to get cold, which frequently afflicted my 
Lungs and Glands, and gccaſioned a Deafneſs; till 
about three Years ago by the Advice of the preſent 


Biſhop of Killaloe, I began the Uſe of Tar- water, 
x which 
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which within a Month carryed off the Heart. burn; 
and ſoon after the Scurvy in my Gums, Temples, 
Sc. began to leſſen, and about that time twelve 
Month, was quite gone; it has alſo carryed off the 
Inflammation of my Glands, and I am not ſo apt to 
get cold, or be very deaf as formerly; and when 
through Careleſſneſs of myſelf it happens I get 
either, I am under no Apprehenſion about any ill 
Conſequences, finding that honeſt Tar-water does 


the Buſineſs. My Fits of the Rheumatiſm, ſince the 


Uſe of Tar-water, have indeed been as tedious, with 
as great a Weakneſs in my Knees and Ancles as ever, 
ſo that I am not able to ſtand, but not near ſo pain- 
ful and almoſt free from the Fever and Head-ach 
I have mentioned. I am now under a Courſe of 
bathing my Legs in warm Tar-water, by Direction 
of the Biſhop of Cloyne, and hope in ſome Time to 
be able to give you an Account of its Succeſs, I 
fear I have tired your Patience, but as you deſired 
I ſhould be particular in the Account of my Ail- 
ments, I muſt farther let you know, that from the 
Beginning of my Diſorders, I have had ſuch a coſtive 
Conſtitution, that I ſeldom had the Benefit of Na- 
ture, without the Help of Electuaries, or ſome other 
Qpeners z my Fundament was ſo inflamed with 
- Piles, that I was very apprehenſive of a Fiſtula, my 
. Fleſh was bloated and very tender every where; I 
was ſubject to a Palpitation of the Heart, Cramps, 
Meagrims, Cc. from all which (I thank God) I 
am quite free by the conſtant Uſe of Tar-water 


only. | | 

| The famous Doctor Barry ſeveral Years ago, put 
me under a Courſe of Rhubarb and Sulphur, to 
which I regularly ſtuck for upwards of two Years ; 
and other Phyſicians ſince put me under different 
Courſes of Phyſick for my Rheumatick and other 
Diſorders, but all to no manner of Purpoſe. 
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9. As to my Obſervations on others, a Gentle- 
woman in my Family, who had a paralytick Dif- 
order, and the Scurvy to a great Degree, with 
many Diſordets in her Stomach, for which ſhe ſtuck 
to the Malloww Waters for ſeveral Seaſons, and was 
only for the Preſent relieved thereby, and my Wife, 
who has been tormented with the Scurvy, Hi- 
ſtericks, c. are both recovered, and very well by 
the Uſe of Tar. water. 5 

98. One Mrs. Buſtid, who lives near Nillmalloct, 
having had a Heart- burn for ſome Years to ſuch a 
Degree, that in her Strainings, ſhe would frequent- 
ly diſcharge Blood out of her Stomach ; ſhe was ſub- 
ject to a racking Pain in her Bowels, had a og, 1 
in het Mouth, and her Teeth were all looſe; ſhe 
was given over. by all the ſkillful Perſons in her 


Neighbourhood ; but, hearing of the great Benefits 


I received by the Uſe of Tar-water, began to drink 
it, and ſoon found herſelf much better. Of which 
an Apothecary in K://mallock having had an Account, 
ſent her word, that ſhe was ill adviſed to take it that 
way, and ordered her by all Means to mix her Tar 
with hot Water, and then drink it ; which ſhe ac- 
cordingly did; but it operated fo violently by purg- 
ing up and down, that ſhe was at Death's Door; 
however, ſhe afterwards found, that taking it even 
that way, did her vaſt Service; ſhe is now perfectly 
recovered, and firmly reſolved never to take the 
Advice of an Apothecary again. I could mention 
ſeveral more, who, by my Advice, in various Diſ- 
orders, received very great Benefit, or were per- 
fectly cured by drinking Tar-water ; in ſhort, I 
make it my Buſineſs to recommend it to all my Ac- 
quaintance, and whatever your Diſorders are, you 
may ſafely take it; if you do, I don't at all doubt 
but you will ſoon join in the Praiſe of Tar-water, 
with, Sir, | | 1— 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
_ Corn, Townſend. 
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99. An Extract of a Letter from a Phyſician, whoſe 


Name I am not at Liberty to mention; communt- 
cated to me itt November, 1744. 


A Man of about thirty-five Years of Age con- 
ſulted me, who from a pleuritic Diſorder imper- 
fectly cured, fell into an hectic Fever, attended 
with a, de ſperate Cough, with this dreadful Symp- 
tom, an Ulcer in the left Lobe of his Lungs; which 
plainly appeared, firſt from his being at firſt at- 
tacked by the Pleuriſy in the left Side. Secondly, 
ſrom almoſt an impoſſibility of lying on the right 
Side. Thirdly, from a vaſt Heavineſs and ſuffocat- 


ing Burthen he complained of in the left Part of his. 


Thorax; till relieved in ſome Meaſure by throwing 
up a vaſt Quantity of fetid purulent Matter, inter- 
mixed with pure Blood, and (I may ſay) /anguine 
ſpumoſo, ſo juſtly called by the great Hippocrates ; 
which Excretion generally happened to him once a 
Month or thereabouts, and which, as he informed 
me, had always like to have ſuffocated him. This 
evacuated Pus muſt have been gathered in its pro- 
per Veſicula, which being external in the Lobe was 
uſually broke by a ſtrong Fit of Coughing, or ſome 
other; violent Shock of Nature. Upon further Exa- 
mination, I found he had cold nocturnal Sweats, 
and almoſt all the Signs of the Facies Hippocratica. 


You may eaſily judge, that the Prognoſtic I form- 


ed, was very doubtful, as his Caſe was both danger- 
ous and difficult. However, I ordered him imme- 
diately to drink Tar-water, and as the Indication 
required, I preſcribed ſome balſamic and fletergent 
Pills, beſides ſome Stomachic Medicines, as he al- 
moſt entirely loſt his Appetite z I have alſo ordered 
him to take a Ride, Morning and Eyening conftant- 
ly. I can now with great Truth and Pleaſure aſſure 
you, that he is quite recovereds which I muſt in 


Juſtice attribute to the Tar. wat, as the laſt Medi- 
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cines, though preſcribed before Tar-water, had little 
or no Effect. I have tried this Medicine of Tar- 
water in two Caſes of the aſthmatic Kind, and in 
three acute ones, in all which it has had wonderful 
Succeſs.” 8 55 


100. An Extract of a Letter from Henry Edge- 
worth of Lizard in the County of Longford, Eſq; 
Member of Parliament, dated the 10th of Novem- 
ber, 1744. 5 


I ſhall ſoon be able to ſend you ſome very re- 
markable good Effects of Tar- water, which has been 
taken both by myſelf and two others of my particu- 
lar Friends, and thoſe of Judgment and good Senſe, 
who have given this innocent, though uſeful and 
cheap Medicine, fair Play. I can't have their Leave 
to mention their Names; but as to myſelf, I muſt 
do it the Juſtice as to ſay, that few Men of my Age 
and temperate: Way of Life, I believe, have been 
more afflicted with the Rheumatiſm; more eſpecial- 
ly in the Winter Seaſon, and in changeable Weather: 
and after the Violence of the Fits abated, it fre- 
quently and almoſt theſe fourteen Years paſt, about 
which Period of Time I was firſt attacked by'that 
inveterate Enemy, left me in a worſe Condition, 
even Pain cannot in my Apprehenſions in any Sort 
be compared to the exceſſive Lowneſs and Dejection 
of Spints, I laboured under for certain Times, more 
_ er leſs, till I took Tar- water; and though my Af 
fairs would not permit me to have Recourſe to it as 
regularly as I ought, yet even as I tool it, it has 
pleaſed God, not only in a great Meaſure to miti- 
gate the Violence of the Fits of the Rheumatiſm, 
but I have in no Sort had the leaſt Return of any 
Dejection of Spirits this whole Winter, I am no 
Bigot of any Sory I aſſure you; but I am fully per- 
ſuaded this moſt excellent Remedy, if properly pre- 
pared and taken, would work more mi _ 
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than ever were pretended to have been wrought at 
the Tomb of Thomas a Bectet; and has more real 
Virtue in it, than the Touch or Blood of any of the 
Line of the Stuarts whatever; and this Account 
you may publiſh whenever you think fit, as Truth 
and Matter of Fact.“ 


101, A Letter from Charles Tottenham of Totten- 


ham Green in the County of Wexford, E; Mem- 
ber of Parliament, November 18, 1744. 


« For the good of the Publick, and in Honour 
of the Biſhop of Cloyne, I inform you, that William 
Cooper, my Servant, on Tueſday the gth of laſt 
October, fell ill of a violent Fever, Stich and Pleu- 
riſy; on Wedneſday and Thurſday was bled, his 
Blood very bad each Time, on Wedneſday Evening 
he began to drink warm Tar-water, and by Thurſday 
at Noon, had drank above two Quarts; at which 
Time his Stich and Fever left him, he ſweated 

eatly ;- a bliſtering Plaiſter was ſent for on Thur g 
45 orning, which was brought to the Patient 
that Evening, but finding himſelf eaſy would not 
ſuffer it to be applyed z he continued free' from 
Pain till Saturday Morning, at which Time his 
Stich returned, his Lungs fo, greatly oppreſſed, that 
he could ſcarce breath, his Inſide very fore, and his 
Head very painful. On Saturday Evening a bliſter- 
ing Plaiſter was put on between his Shoulders; he 
continued very ill till Sunday Evening, at which 
Time his Bliſter began to run, on which he had 
immediate Eaſe, and continuing to drink Tar- water, 
by eleven o Clock that Night, his Head was free 
from Pain, his Stich and Cough gone, ſlept well 
that Night, and on the za0th of the ſame Month, 
was, as hearty and as heal as ever. Said William 
Cooper is between fifty and ſixty Years old, has had 
a violent Cough and bad Lungs theſe thirty Years 
paſt, until now, not having any Cough, Pain within- 

E 4 ſide, 
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fide, or Oppreſſion on his Lungs: This ſhould, 
have been ſooner ſent, but that I thought it pro- 
per to wait, and know whether any of his old Diſ- 
arders returned; they did not, he never was better 
aor ſo full of Spirits. 

P. S. It is to be obſerved that the Patient drank 
Tar- water the whole Time.“ "Bu 


102. A Letter from Mr. George Johnſon, 4 young 
Officer in the Army, to Thomas Prior, Eſq; dated 
the 25th of November, 1744. P71 


«© I was greatly afflicted with the Bloody-flux 
from February 1742-3, to the Beginning of May, 
1744, the greateſt Part of which Time, I was fo 
ill, that I was not expected to live, nor could I eat 
or drink any Thing that would ſtay upon my Sto- 
mach; nor had I any Eaſe during the whole 
Time, but when I uſed to ride, which I did 
three or four Weeks ſucceſſively, three or four 
Times during my IIlneſs, on Buſineſs; a Week or 
fix Days after which, I was tolerably eaſy, and 
could eat pretty hearty, after which tho? I took 
ſeveral] Things, and by the beſt Advice, I full 
grew worſe, I was adviſed to take Tar-water, 
which I did once a Day for near a Week in the 
Beginning of April, +1744, but it would not ſtay on 
my Stomach, and made me fick, ſo I left it off 
for about three Weeks; but continuing to grow 
worſe, I was adviſed to take in May following, which 
I did (I thank Gon) with Succeſs, for by taking re- 
gularly twice a Day,with a Doſe or two of Rhubard 
during the Time which was about three Weeks, (I 
thank Gop) I —＋ — well. a 

VN. B. I ſeveral Times before took Rhubarb 
during my Illneſs in all Shapes, without any Be- 
nefit » 
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103. An Extract of a Letter from the Reverend Mr. 
Thomas Collier of Aunfield near Roſs in the 
County of Wexford, to Thomas Prior, Eſq; dated 
January 24, 1744. 1 
I have had it often in my Thoughts to commu- 

nicate to you a particular Account of the Caſe of 

the Woman mentioned in your Letter, and of ſome 
others, in regard to the Effects of Tar- water. The 

Woman had for three Years before ſhe drank the 

ar- water, been troubled every Summer with v 

ugly Blotches and Ulcers, eſpecially on her Face; 

and as the poor People about me generally apply 
for ſome Cure or other for their Diſorders, I adviſed 
her to a Courſe of Marſh, or wild Celery-Tea. 

This gave ſome; Relief for the Preſent, bur ſhe 

w worſe in the main, that is, every Summer, the 
lcers' increaſed in Number and Size, fo that I 
adviſed to the Hoſpital in Waterford. Juſt as I had 
read Siris, ſhe came to my Door, her Face ſwelled 
to a monſtrous Size, ha any Eyes to be ſeen, 
and in as loathſome a Way as ever I faw one in 
the worſt and moſt diſmal Stage of the Small- pox. 

She told me ſhe was dying, and begged a fittle 

Charity from me: I had ſome Tar-water juſt made 

for myſelf, and I made her take along with her 

two Quarts, and defired her to drink them off, and 
come to me again; I did not ſee her for a Week, 
and then ſhe told me, ſhe had tried to take the 

Water, and it was ſo cold on her Stomach, that 

it almoſt killed her; that inſtead of comforting her, 

it threw her into a cold Sweat, all mortal Symptoms. 

I then adviſed her to go home and take it as warm 

as ſhe could poſſibly bear it; ſhe did ſo, and in a Week 

came-to me for more Water. By that Time, the 

Swelling had much ſubſided, and ſhe could ſee with 

both her Eyes. I then gave her a Gallon of Water 

| more, 
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more, and in about a Month after ſhe came to me 
quite well, no Swelling in any Part of her Body, 
and only a Redneſs in her Face juſt as after the 
Small-pox. I forgot to mention, that, when ſhe 
firſt came to me, her whole Body was greatly ſwelled ; 
ſhe continued well till laſt Summer, when ſhe had 
a ſmall Return of the Diſorder, which was cuted 
the fame Way, and is at this Time ſeemingly well. 
In this Caſe the Cure was prodigious, and what I 
eſteemed almoſt miraculous, becauſe I had known 
the Woman's Ailment a long Time before ſhe took 
the Tar-water, and as it was inveterate and of à 
long ſtanding, I thought it would take up à good 
Deal of Time and Water if ſhe could be cur d at 
all. As far as I am able to judge, her Diſorder was 


2 occaſioned by poor Living in every Senſe, 
and this in its laſt Stage attended by a Dropſy. Her 
Name is Catherine Dobbin, $ O 


104. The next Caſe I tried was for a violent 


Pain in the Stomach, which had greatly troubled a 


young Gentlewoman of my Acquaintance for about 


3 Twelve- month, and for removing which, ſhe had 


taken ſeveral Things, but to no Purpoſe ; one Gallon 
of Water cur'd her, and ſhe has had no Complaint 
of the Kind theſe fourteen Months paſt. 
106. A third Patient who received Benefit by 
drinking Tar-water, was an old labouring Man, 
who was ſo weakned by a long dry Cough, that 
when I ſaw him I took him to be on the extreme 
Verge of Life. He was ſo weak, that he was aſſiſted 


in coming a Quarter of a Mile to my Houſe, and 


was obliged to ſtop at every third or fourth Step: 
I gave this Man a Pitcher of Tar-water, and in 
about a Month he came to me to know if I had an 

Work for him, his Cough quite removed, and wi 

a ruddy healthy Countenance; he has been ſince 
labouring conſtantly, and is in a better State of 
Health: this Moment, than he was gs bach. 
aa during 
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during three Years before he took the Water. His 
Name is Edmund Dunfy. 

106. Within this Month paſt a very extraordi- 
nary Cure has been owing to Tar-water : A Servant- 
Maid in this Pariſh, was ſeized about a Month 
paſt with a violent Itching all over her Body, 
which in three or four Days broke out all over her 
in watery Puſtules, which as they broke, thre out 
« Calding ſharp corroding Liquor, which burnt the 
| Skin wherever it touched it; fo that the poor Crea- 
ture was almoſt diſtracted: But prepoſſeſſed violently 
againſt Tar-water, at laſt with ay great Perſuaſion ſhe 
was prevailed on to take it, and by the time the had 
finiſhed two Bottles the Puſtules diſappeared, and 
ſhe is how free from all the Symptoms and in very 
good Health: The common People called it the St. 
Athony's Fire, but I can't pretend to ſay what the 
true Name of the Diſorder was. If any thing elſe 
remarkable ſhould occur, I ſhall make bold to o let 
you know it, and am, 


n Say Tour moſt obedient humble Servant, 
i 4 Tho, Collier. 


10). A gane from Cl. Nicholas Loftus, © fLofun- 
fan in the County of Wexford, El . of 
Parliament, to Thomas Prior, 175 dated F eb. 


'the iff, 1 744; 


I have your Favour of eh 29th of laſt Month : 
1 have drank Tar- water theſe three Months 
half a Pint Morning and Evening, with great Suc- 
'&fs ; my Diſorder was ſevere Pains in all my Bones, 
"and particularly in my Joints; which I believe were 
Nheumatiek, and was very apprehenſive of a Re- 
turn of the "Sciatica, having had a ſevere Fit of it 
br Spring. I had a Stiffneſs in my Limbs; which 
-made walking very uneaſy to me: Which Exerciſe 
* . great deal of before. My * * 


| 
. 
| 


| Sine | firſt took the Tar-water, I have not had the 
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all vaniſhed, and I can walk ſome Miles in a Morn- 
ing as well as I ever did. Some in my Neighbour- 
hood have taken it, for a Year paſt, in the Gout, 


and the Fits of it have been much ligiter than they 


had been many Years before. 
108. I have a Servant who had a very violent 


Aſthma, who I made drink it, and he hath been 


fince furprizingly relieved : I am convinced that it is 
very good for many Diſorders 3 I have found it very 
diuretick. I am told, that you are about publiſhing 


ſomething about it, for. the Good of the Publick: 
As you deſerve their Thanks in many Inftances, pray 
accept of theſe, particularly from, Dear Sir, 


Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
N cholas Loftus. 


| 109. A W from Peyton Fox, Efg of Weſtmeath, 


40 Thomas Prior, £/q; dated F eb. She 150571 744. 


Dear STR, - 

I had Yeſterday the Favour of — of the 29th 
of laſt Month; and according to your Deſire acquaint 
you, that for theſe ſeveral Years paſt, I have been 
ſubject to great Colds ; but laſt Winter I had ſuch a 
violent Cold and Cough, as confined me within 


Doors for five Months, and found not the leaſt Be- 


nefit from Remedies, of which I took a vaſt Quar- 


tity : But when I got the good Biſhop's Siris, I 


took the Tar-water, which perfectly recovered me, 
and do not find I am fo apt to get cold as 1 was. 


My Stomach is not extraordinary good, but much 
| 3 Within theſe three Months 1 


gots by . venturing too much in my Garden in cold 
eather, yes. Yap but in a few 
Days, carried them .off without ſevere coughing. 


leaſt Touch of the Gout, and my Spirits are more 
hvely : I look on my Cure to be t e more extraordi- 


nary, conſidering my great Age, being Ore: 


* 
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I hear of many who have received Benete by the | 
Tar-water, but can't be particular: If I hear of any 
worth acquainting you with, I will; and aſſure your- 
ſelf, I am, | 
Dear Sir, Your moſt humble Servant, 
Pey. Fox. 


110. A Letter from the Rev. Mr. Roger Lyndon, of 
Ballyſax in the County of Kildare, March 26,1744. 
Dear SIR, r tri: -@ #3 
I had the Favour of your Letter by laſt Poſt, de- 
firing I would inform you concerning my drinking 
Tar-water, and the good Effect it hath had on me. 
» Laſt Summer, and ſometimes before, I found my- 
ſelf under ſeveral Diſorders, as Gravel, Pains in my 
Back, confining me ſome ſhort Times to my Bed; 
great want of Appetite, frequent Dizzineſs in my 
Head; unſeaſonable Sleepineſs, Soreneſs in my Gums, 
and the looſening and falling of ſome of my Teeth, 
inſomuch that I could ſcarcely chew my Meat; and 
by ſuch great Uneaſineſs in my Mouth, I was often 
reduced to Broths, and other ſoft Aliments. All 
_ theſe Diſorders, I was informed, proceeded” from the 
Scurvy; and therefore I was reſolved to try the Be- 
nefit of the ſo much talk*d-of Tar-water. I began 
to drink it, purſuant to all the Rules, laſt Michael- 
mas; and have continued it to the middle of this 
Month, without Intermiſſion: I was from the be- 
ginning very exact in keeping up to Diſcipline; and 
therefare ſoon found the Benefit ; and, I bleſs God, 
have not, in the leaſt Degree, felt any of the Diſor- 
ders before - mentioned: I can walk great lengths; 
have a conſtant and good Appetite; can eat my 
Meat, with Teeth as well-faſtened and eaſy in my 
Mouth, as I could for ſome Years paſt. This, Sir, 
is in Fact all I have to acquaint you with, the Argu- 
ings I leave to better Judgments z and if you think 
this Account may be of any Service to others, you 
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may (as you have defir'd) communicate it, in what 
manner you pleaſe, to ſo good an End. I am, Sir, 
Your affectionate humble Servant, 

Roger Lyndon. 


111, A Letter from John Uſher, of Liſmore in the 
County of Waterford, E/q; dated from Liſmore, 
Feb. be 4th, 1744, to Thomas Prior, Eq; | 


In Performance of my Promiſe, I ſend you the 
two following Caſes, which happened lately, and 
may be relied upon. A Soldier in Capt. Burfton's 
Company, in General Frampton's Regiment, whoſe 
Name I cannot learn, tho? he was ſame time in this 
_ Town, being afflicted with a ſpitting of Blood and 
purulent Matter, for a conſiderable time (which 
Diſorder was occaſioned by a Peripneumony or Pleu- 

riſy, tho* he could not tell which, having had it be- 
fore he came to Quarters to Dungarvas, about two 
Tears ago) and having alſo a violent Cough and 
ſtrong Night-ſweats, Symptoms of a deep Decay, 
which quite emaciated him, Mr. Charles Smith, 
Apothecary in that Town, ordered him to drink 
Tar-water, which was made with Lime-water, in- 
ſtead of common Water, knowing Lime-water to 
be a great Dryer of Ulcers: He had not uſed it 
long, when he found his Cough and other Symp- 
toms. left him entirely, and in a ſhort time he grew 
ſurprizingly fat and healthy. | 
112. Richard Kearney, Servant to Mr. Thomas 
Barhon in Dungarvan, was for many Years afflicted 
with a Cough and Difficulty of Breathing, which 
arrived at length to a confirmed and violent Aſthma, 
ſo that upon the leaſt Preſſure of the Atmoſphere 
he was conſtantly viſited with his Diſorder, and diſ- 
abled from rendering his Maſter any Service: About 
four Months ſince, by the Perſuaſion of his Maſter, 
he began to drink Tar-water, and had not uſed it 
above a Fortnight, when, to his Surprize, he found 
a great 
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a great Heat and Scalding in his Urine, and a Go- 
norrbæa of a moſt virulent Colour enſued, which fo 
frighted him, that he left off drinking the Tar-water, 
attributing theſe Symptoms to the Uſe of it; but 
upon his Maſter's urging him to it, he again took 
to the Uſe of it, when, in about a Month, not only 
theſe Symptoms left him entirely, but, in a great 
meaſure, his Cough and Aſthma. He ftill uſes the 
Tar-water, and is much recruited in both his 
Strength and Fleſh, inſomuch that laſt Week he 
walked up a ſteep Hill at the Back of the Caſtle 
here, nimbly 2 in a few Minutes, which, he aſ- 
ſured me, before he took the Tar- water, he could 
not crawl up in an Hour. The above Charles Smith 
enquired of him, whether formerly he had not ſome 
venereal Taint, which he did not deny, and he at- 
tributes the above Symptoms to ſome Remains of 
that Diſtemper, which the Tar-water carried off; it 
wrought him and ſtill doth much by Urine. Theſe 
two ſhall ſuffice for this time ; in my next you ſhall 
have more on the ſame Subject, from 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


Jobn Uper. 

113. The ſaid Mr. Uſher having alſo communicated 
the Effects and Virtues of Spruce-beer, which he 
juſtly reckons to be a Kind of Tar-water, both 
proceeding from the Juices of the Fir Kind: I ſhall 
beg Leave to inſert, in this Place, the Particulars 
thereof: He writes © that having an Eſtate on the 
Coaſt in the County of Waterford, from whence many 
of his Tenants go yearly to the Fiſhery of New- 
foundland, he frequently obſerved, that ſuch of them 
as went out meagre and pale, like Skeletons, and 
troubled with Itch and Scurvy, always returned fat, 
with ruddy Complexions and great Health, not- 
withſtanding: their great Fatigues there; and on 
Enquiry into the Cauſe thereof, he found that they 
all attributed their Recovery to their conſtant drink- 
| 4 ing 
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ing of Spruce-beer while they are there; that as 
foon as they arrive there, they cut the Branches of 
the black Spruce Fir, which is the only Fir made uſe 


of there for Spruce-beer, and therewith make their 
Beer in the manner mentioned hereafter ; and this 


Practice of making and drinking Spruce-beer, they 


continue during the Time they ſtay there, and in 
their Return, and bring great Quantities of the 
Branches with them to make Spruce-beer after their 
Arrival, which they are very fond of; and notwith- 
ſtanding they live on ſalt Proviſions many Months, 
and have frequently thick Fogs on the Banks, yet 
they are no way troubled with Scurvy, Itch, or any 
Eruptions whatſoever, owing, as they ſay, to the 
conſtant drinking Spruce-beer. They ſay farther, that 
the People are very prolific, and that no Part of the 
World has ſo many Children as St. Jobn's in New- 
foundland, conſidering the Number of the Inhabi- 
tants; probably this may be owing to the conſtant 
Ute 4 Spruce beer, or their living ſo much on Fiſh, 
or both. a 


114. The Way of making Spruce- beer in Newfound- 


land, as communicated from the Fiſhermen to Mr. 
Uſher. 


Let ſixteen Gallons of Water be well boiled in a 
Pot, along with a good Quantity of the Branches of 
the black ſpruce Fir cut into ſhort Pieces, as much 
as will fill the Pot; it will take three or four Hours 
boiling, and the Method to know when it is boiled 
enough, is when the Bark of the Spruce ſlips readily 
off the Sticks between your Fingers, The i 
then taken out, and a Gallon of Molaſſes put to the 
Water, which 1s ſufficient to make a ſixty Gallon 
Caſk, and proportionably a greater Quantity of Mo- 
laſſes for a larger Caſk. The Water is then to be 
well ſtirred and well boiled once after the Molaſſes 

is put to it; it muſt then be put into a Caſk, which 
| 15 


is to be filled up with cold Water, and to be very 
well ſtirred with a Stick at the Bung, and, by tho 
Help of the Grounds remaining in the Caſk from # 
former Brewing, will immediately ferment, and the 
next Day the Bung is to be cloſed up, and the Day 
following it will be fit for Uſe. But if you have no 
Grounds of a former Brewing, then put a ſmall 
Quantity of Barm to it, which will in one Night's 
Time ſufficiently ferment it; next Morning cloſe it 
up, and it will be fit for Uſe the Day following, and 
will hold good a Fortnight. But if you would make 
_ beer to laſt ſeveral Months, then you mul 
d a greater Quantity of Moloſſes, two or three, 
or more Gallons, and more Spruce to giye it 3 
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115. A Letter from John Uſher of Liſmore, in th 
County of Waterford, * April the 61 
1745, 4% Thomas Prior, Ei 51 
The conſtant Employment, I have here, has 
hindred me from collecting Caſes relating to Tar- 
water; however, you ſhall have ſome in a Poſt; or 
two: My own is worth taking Notice of, and is ag 
follows. I have been, for twelve or fourteen Years, 
troubled with a Diſorder in my Nerves it came on 
dually, but at laſt to ſuch a Pitch, that there was 
eldom a Night that I have not been obliged to get 
out of my Bed, and walk about the Room. for ſome 
Minutes, before I could compoſe myſelf to Reſt; 
eſpecially on the leaſt Exceſs in Drinking, or the 
leaſt Cold. As I was ready to drop aſleep, my Mind 
uſed to be extremely agitated, in a Manner not to 
be deſcribed: I uſed to feel at the ſame time a 
Thrilling down my Thighs, and a Deſire to ſtretch, 
as in an Ague Fit, which relieyed me for that Mo- 
ment: The Bed was then intolerable to me, nor could. 
I find any Relief but by getting up and walking 
about tho' I have bore it with the utmoſt ”= for 
F above 
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above an Hour. I was at Spa, and took all the 
nervous Medicines from divers Phyſicians to no Pur- 
poſe. Doctor Lacky's Advice concurred with my 
own Inclinations, to induce me to drink Tar-water ; 
and I ſolemnly affirm, that in a Fortnight's drinking 
it, I never had a ſingle Return of it from that Day 
to this, which has made my Life comfortable, as I 
uſed before to dread the Approach of Night, This 
F the rather inſiſt on, as I am very ſure I never drank 
a Drop of good Tar-water: For a Caſk of Tar I 
had from Cort, I am now confident, had been all 
uſed before; and I am now, to my great Concern, 
obliged to diſcontinue it for want of good Tar; for 
there is not a Drop to be had in Cork that is good 
and I have had Complaints from the good Biſhop 
on that Head: However, I have had no Return of 
my Diſorder. * 
116. P. S. J am not at Liberty to mention the 
Names to you of two Women that have been cured 
of an inveterate Huor albus, even by bad Tar- water, 
and in a ſhort Time; in ſuch Diſorders Names are 
not to be mentioned, but I am thoroughly convinced 
f the Facts, and have as much Evidence as the Na- 
ture of them will admit, I Mall for the preſent 
conclude this long Letter with affuring you, that I 


am, yours, &c. 


117. A Letter from Mr. Lewis Loyd of Kinſale, 
| dated March the 8th, 1744. 
A poor Labourer of this Town, rendered incapable 
to get his Bread, by a moſt violent Itch that feized 
both Legs; after the Advice of Doctors, Surgeons 
and Apothecaries, and the laſt Expedient, Saliva- 
tion proved ineffectual, being adviſed to rub the 
Sores with Tar-water, was in three or four Days 
perfectly cured, to the great Surprize of thoſe who 
Ed before adminiſtred to him. 2 
| . 111. 


T AR VATER 65 


118. A Letter from the Reverend Dean Iſaac Gervais 
of Liſmore in the County of Waterford, dated 
May the 81h, 1745. | 


J have, for a conſiderable Time, been prevented 
by many incidental Avocations, from communicat- 
ing a Caſe, as much to the Honour of Tar-water, as 
perhaps any yet publickly known, and the more ſo, 
in that it is the only Inſtance of that Nature I have 
heard of, 4 

Being in Waterford, ſome time in Fuly laſt, I ad- 
viſed a Siſter of mine, now in Years, who had been 
long afflicted with an inveterate Rheumatiſm, to the 
Uſe of Tar-water, which ſhe readily complied with; 
ſo that, having a Call there about ſeven Weeks ſince, 
I had the Pleaſure of ſeeing her ſtrong enough to 
meet me on the Stairs without Sticks, without which, 
for a long time, ſhe was not able to walk acroſs her 
Room, 

119. That is not all, but an uſual Effect of it; for 
beſides, ſhe had, for near two Years before, been 
grievoully tormented with a cruel and unquenchable 
Thirſt, to which the other Diſorder was nothing, in 
Compariſon. It was become the Plague of her 
Life. She had by ſcrupulous Care, and Choice of 
Diet, the Advice of Neighbours and Acquaintance, 
and others, pretending to more Skill, done all that 
could poſſibly be deviſed to get the better of it; but 
all in vain, till, by the Bleſſing of Gop on the Uſe 
of Tar-water, her Thirſt gradually lefſened ; fo that, 
at preſent, ſhe is perfectly eaſy, and fo effectually 
cured, as ſhe ſeeins almoſt, to have loſt her Appetite 
to Drink itſelf ; though not yet quite relieved from 
the other Diſorder, yet ſhe bears it patiently, it be- 
ing eaſy in Compariſon of the Torment ſhe has got 


rid of, I am yours, 
J Gervais, 


F 2 SIR, 
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June 18, 1745. 
SIR, 145 
In Compliance with your Requeſt, I ſend you 
the following Account of certain Perſons in my 
Neighbourhood, who have received Benefit by drink- 
ing Tar-water, Many others, about me, have 
taken it to good Effect; but I mention none but 
but ſuch whoſe Maladies and Cures fell within my 
own Knowledge. I am, 
Sir, your very affectionate humble Servant, 
| Benj, Everard. 


An Account of certain Perſons, near Bleſſington in 
the County of Wicklow, who have received Bene- 


fit by drinking Tar-war, to wit, 


120. Catherine Cardy, forty-one Years of Age, 
troubled with a Cough, Stuffing in her Cheſt, and 
Shortneſs of Breath, all the Winter of 1742, not 
free from theſe Complaints in the Summer of 1743, 
and feeling them all more ſeverely in the following 
Winter; but in the Spring of 1744, affected with 
them all in the higheſt Degree, labouring under a 
Difficulty of Breathing, without Appetite, not be- 
ing able to work or walk, or lie down at Night, 
getting little or no Sleep, her Body emaciated, her 
Breaſt, Neck and Face, ſwelled ; and her Lips 
black, and ſcarce able to ſpeak. She began with 
Tar-water the 4th of April 1744, and thought her- 
ſelf recovered with drinking fix Bottles ; -but find- 
ing a Streightneſs in her Breaſt, after leaving it off 
four Days, ſhe took two Bottles more, and became 

uite well. 

The firſt Morning after taking it, ſhe ſpit a 
Quart of tough Phlegm and ropy Matter, after 
much Coughing. She coughed for ten Mornings 
after with leſs and leſs ſpitting : In this time her 
Complaints wore off; in three Days ſhe could lye 


down in her Bed, and ſleep all Night; her Sto- 
mach 
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mach came to her, and ſhe recovered her Strength 
and Freedom of Breathing ; ſo that, on the eighth 
Day, ſhe walked a Mile up Hill, and back again, 
without being diſordered, and towards the latter 
End of May, was able to bear the Fatigue of nur- 
ſing a Foundling Child, left at her Door, and walk- 
ed with it ſeven times in that Month, to and from 
Bleſſington, which is a Journey of more than three 
Miles. She paſſed the laſt Winter and Spring 
without any other Diforder than a Cough, at odd 
times, upon catching Cold ; which was always re- 
moved by a Bottle or two of Tar-water. 

121. James Dooling, Labourer, aged about thir- 
ty-five Years, taken with a Fever in the Spring of 
1744, Which increaſed with threatening Symptoms, 
particularly a Looſeneſs, ſo that his Life was deſ- 

ired of : On the gth Day Tar-water was given 

im, and on the 13th the Fever turned ; in a Week 
after he got out of Bed, and walked about his Cab- 
bin; in about another Week he went abroad, and 
ſoon after fell to his Work, looking clear and rud- 
dy, and of a healthful Countenance. | 

122. Anne Oſborn, about fifty Years old, trou- 
bled with Stitches at times, for four or five Years, 
kept her Bed for three Months in the Winter of 
1743, labouring under Stitches, a Cough, and 
Shortneſs of Breath, without Appetite or Sleep, and 
worn away to Skin and Bone, drank Tar-water, 
Night and Morning, the Beginning of April 1744, 
and with eight Bottles was perfectly recovered, At 
firſt, ſhe threw up a great deal of foul Stuff from 
Stomach : In three takings her Stitches left her ; 
ſhe ſoon recovered her Appetite and Reſt, and was 
able to lye down in Bed; her Cough ceaſed, ſhe 
gained Fleſh and Strength, and walked abroad in 
three Weeks Time. 

123. Eleanor Dowling, aged about thirty-five | 
Years, troubled with a hard dry Cough for ten 

* F 3 Years 
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Years together, . worn away by it greatly, and trou- 
bled with a Wheezing and Shortneſs of Breath, by 
drinking Tar-water in the Summer of 1744, all the 
above Complaints wore off equally to her Surprize 
and Joy; which ſhe expreſſed by ſaying, © That 
« if ſhe had twenty Cows, inſtead of two, ſhe 
* would have parted with them all, to have become 
3 5 well as a few Gallons of Tar-water had made 
wes 

124. Joan Ardle, a Gatherer of Ruſhes for Can- 
dles, ſtuffed up and choaked with a Cough, with- 
out Stomach or Sleep, and her Husband affected 
much the ſame way, both cured by two Bottles of 
Tar-water : They are aged Perſons. 

125. Lawrence Kane, Pedlar, about fifry Years 
old, laboured under an Ague, about Hollandtide, 
1743, Which was followed by a ſevere Cough, that 
held him for fix Months; he drank but two Bottles 
of Tar-water in May, 1744, and found himſelf per- 
ſectly recovered. 

126, Bryan Mee troubled with a Pain in his Sto- 
mach, and Loſs of Appetite, cured with one Bot- 
tle of Tar-water. | | 

127. Three Children, in one Family, between 
fix and eight Years old, took the Small-pox in the 
Summer of 1744, and came very ſafe and well 
through the Diſtemper, without any other Prepa- 
ration or Medicine than Tar-water, which they 
had drank conſtantly from April foregoing, and con- 
tinued to drink it during the whole Time of their 
Illneſs, except about two Days, when the Pock in 
their Mouths and Throats became fore, and broke, 
and ſmarted by the Tar-water ; they have gone on 
drinking Tar-water ever ſince without any Reluc- _ 
tance to, or Miſchief from it; on the contrary, 
they fall a crying, if by any Accident, they do not 
get it at the uſual Times; and by the conſtant Uſe 


thereof, one of them hath been kept from the Re- 
| turns 
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turns of a threatening Fever, to which he was ſub» 
ject, and had been ſized by it three Times in the 
ſpace of ſix Months. Another was troubled with 

Lampe under his Jaw, and other glandular Swell- 
ings, which have abated ſince his drinking Tar- 
water, and are now almoſt gone; and all the three, 
ſince their drinking Tar-water, have better Sto- 
machs and more Spirits, and are much freer from 
Coughs and Colds than formerly. 


128. A Letter from a Gentleman of Character and 
Integrity, who defires bis Name might not be men- 
tioned, dated June the 18th, 1745, to Thomas 
Prior, E/; 

What Mr. Arthur Hill told you, of the Benefit 
I have received by Tar-water, is fo much Fact, that 
I now enjoy a very good State of Health, compared 
with what I had for ſeveral Years 75 owing entirely, 
under Gop, to that eaſy, uſeful Medicine, as I have 
Reaſon to believe. | 

As you deſire a particular Account of my Diſorder 
and the Relief I have had from it, I think it is but 
imitating the Benevolence of the Author, to give 
you that as diſtinctly as I can, in hopes the ſame 
may prove uſeful to others in the like Circum- 

ſtances. i 
129. You muſt know then, that about twenty- 

five Years ago, I had the firſt regular Fit of the 

Gout, which uſed to lay me up frequently after, in 

Autumn and Spring eſpecially ; but never affected 

me higher than my Feet or Ancles, until 1738, 

when I was ſeized with a moſt violent Fever, which 

occaſioned my being ſeverely bliſter'd on my Legs, 
which gave the Humours a Courſe that Way, and 
being mixed with gouty Matter, prevented the 

Sores, made by the Bliſters, from healing, though 


all Care was taken by the Phyſicians for that End : 
F 4 Aftet 
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After I recovered from my Fever, it was thought 
that this prevented the regular Fits of the Gout, 
which I uſed to have, and made it fly about my Bo- 
dy and Head, from whence Indigeſtion, Lowneſs of 
Spirits and Sweatings followed; and at length I 
uſed to be frequently ſeized with a Giddineſs or 
Swimming in my Head, eſpecially after eating, 
which would continue until I had lighten'd my 
Stomach by puking : In hopes to get better Relief 
for theſe Diſorders from the Phyſicians in Town, I 
went to Dublin in 1742, and by the Directions of 
two there, juſtly eſteemed for their Knowledge, I 
went through a continued. Courſe of gentle Phy ſick, 
and was forbid every Thing of Nouriſhment, but 
light, white Meats, and a little. Port-wine, until 
Summer 1743, when they ordered me a Courſe of 
Spa Water with Exerciſe. Theſe Rules I obſerved 

retty carefully, and found myſelf a good deal re- 

iev'd from my Lowneſs of Spirits, and the Giddi- 

neſs in my Head, until the Autumn following, when 
I had a ſevere Return of both, to which, I believe, 
my great Hurry and Fatigue contributed not a lit- 
tle. This put me under a Neceſſity of returning to 
my Courſe of Phyſick during the Winter 1743, and 
until May 1744, when I read the worthy Biſhop's 
elaborate Treatiſe on Tar-water, of which (thoꝰ in 
many Parts too refined for my Knowledge) I under- 
Rood ſo much, as convinced me of its Uſefulneſs, 
and the kind Deſign of the Author; whereupon I 
altered my Intention from Spa, to Tar-water, and 
drank about Half a Pint in the Morning, and as 
much in the Evening, with due Regard to the 
Rules preſcribed, as to not eating before or after 
for two Hours; which produced a regular and pret- 
2 Fit of the Gout in my Feet and Ancles, 
oon after I began the Courſe, and ſcem'd to warm 

me and increaſe my Sweatings. In about two 
Months after I had a Return of the Gout, but much 
gentler 
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gentler, and my Sweatings abated. Then I had a 
violent Itchineſs over all my Body and Limbs, 
which was followed by Blotches and Eruptions on 
the Skin. In Autumn I got ſome Cold, and I be- 
lieve had lived too freely for an Invalid, which was 
attended with a little of the Swimming in my Head, 
and Diforder in my Stomach ; but I had fo much 
Faith in Tar-water, that I made uſe of it air'd, in- 
| ſtead of Sack-whey, or Tanzey and Sack, which I 
formerly uſed to take, with Intention to repel the 
Gout ; and through this laſt ſevere Winter, I have 
continued in very good Spirits, freed from the Dif- 
order of my Head and Stomach, tho? I have not 
confined myſelf to any regular Diet; and notwith- 
ſtanding I am much thinner of - Fleſh, I find my- 
ſelf much ſtronger and abler to undergo Fatigue than 
at any Time ſince my Fever. The Benefit I have 
received, makes me recommend and prepare it for 
ſeveral of my poor Neighbours, who generally re- 
ceive Benefit by it, if they will continue to uſe it. 

130. A Collier, that was forced to quit his La- 
bour by an aſthmatic Diſorder, is wonderfully reco- 
vered, tho? he uſed it but about a Fortnight. 

131. And my Maſter Salter was often ſeized with 
a violent Palpitation . in his Heart, and had taken' 
| ſeveral Medicines for it, but it was rather increaſing ; 
when he made uſe of Tar-water about three Wee 
he recover'd from a violent Fit, and was fo well 
that he quitted the Water, and then had a Return 
upon which he was again relieved by the ſame 
Means, which he now continues to uſe, and enjoys 
better Health than for ſome Years paſt. 

132. We have many Inſtances in this Neighbour- 
hood of Perſons being relieved by Tar-water, under 
very different Diſorders, tho* I am ſurprized they . 
ſhould, for if the common People do not immediately 
receive all the Relief they wiſh and promiſe to them- 
ſelves upon once or twice drinking of it, like a 

| » 
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Charm, they give it up, not conſidering what the 
Biſhop has ſo plainly urged ; that in all chronical 


Cafes it is an alterative, that requires Time to change 


the Maſs of Blood. I find I am going out of my 
Depth, and I am ſure I have treſpaſſed too long 
upon your Time, if any Enthuſiaſt in Praiſe of Tar- 
water can do ſo; therefore I will now releaſe you 
with only this Obſervation, that if theſe Hints can 
afford you any Matter, to be reduced into more uſe- 
ful Form for the Benefit of others, I ſhall be highly 


_ Pleaſed. 


133. The Caſe of Mr. John Brooks Engraver, liv- 
ing at the Sign of Sir Iſaac Newton's Head, on 
Cork - Hill, Dublin ; communicated by him to 
Thomas Prior, Eſq; on the 224 of June, 1745. 


The ſaid Mr. Brooks was, in November 1744, 
ſeized with Stitches, and a pleuritic Fever, which 
continued eight or ten Days; he was blooded once 
and became better, but going abroad too ſoon, 
caught Cold and relapſed, and was much worſe than 
before, being ſeized with more violent Stitches, 
Oppreſſion on his Cheſt, Difficulty of Breathing, 
with moſt profuſe Sweatings ſo as to wet his Bed- 
cloaths twice a Night, which ſo weakened him in 
ſome Time, that he was reduced to Skin and Bone, 
without any Appetite or Reſt, ſo that it was thought 
he could not live an Hour, as he could hardly draw 
his Breath; he was adviſed to go out of Town 
to the Park, and drink Tar- water, which he did 
at the Rate of three Pints a Day for ten Days, 
warm, going to Bed, and getting up, and cold at 
other Times, at eight different Times a Day; a- 
long with which he only took thin Gruel, or 
Chicken - broth; at the End of ten Days he was 
able to go abroad, mending every Day, the Tar- 


water having removed his Stitches, Sweatings, 


and made him breath as free as ever. He was 
| adviſed 


c 
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adviſed to ride, which he did, and on the firſt Dax 
of riding an Impoſthume broke, which lay upon his 
Lungs; the firſt thing thrown up was a which 
— 2 the impoſtumated Matter, which was fol- 
lowed by a great Diſcharge of corrupted Stuff mixed 
with Blood: He was immediately . ſeized with a 
violent Spitting of Blood, which *continued ſeveral 
Days, arid was blooded, but Kill continued to drink 
the Tar-water as before, which he found to heal his 
Lungs, and ſtop his Spitting of Blood, and in a 
Fortnight's Time got into ſo good a State of Health 
as to be able to purſue his Buſineſs ; he is now as 
well as ever he was, his Spirits and Appetite rather 
better than at any Time before, and he ſtill con- 
tinues to drink Half a Pint every Morning. 

134. Mr. Benjamin Prince, of Great Britain- 
Street, an Officer in the Exciſe, came to me, on the 
7th of Aguſt, 1745, out of a ſtrong Senſe of the Be- 
nefit he received by the Uſe of Tar-Water, and 
communicated his Caſe, which I took from his own 
Mouth, as follows: He ſaid, that for four Years 
he had been troubled with violent Pains in his Back 
and Kidneys, and frequent Colics ; that he uſed to 
have two or three ſharp Fits of the Gout. every 
Year, and, after a Fever, had a fixed Pain in one 
of his Arms, ſo that he was not able to lift it up; 
he had loſt his Appetite, Spirits, and Reſt : But being 
adviſed to drink Tar-water to get him a Stomach, 
he began to drink it in June, 1744, at the Rate of 
half a Pint every Morning, and no more. 
Fortnight's time the Pain in his Arm abated, * 
and ſoon after went off, ſo that he got the fall Uſe 
of it; in leſs than a Month's drinking he voided, 
by Urine, a great deal of ſlimy Matter, and in two 
or three Months, after frequent Stoppages of Urine, 
he had great Pains in his Reins, and at laſt diſcharg- 


ed a Stone as large as an Olive-ſtone, which was 
nine 
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nine Days paſſing z aſter which he voided, from time 
to time, twenty five Gravel-ſtones, of different Sizes, 
nine at once, and frequently diſcharges ſmall Gravel 
or Sand all jagged and pointed, which ſeem to be 
broken off from a larger of Stone: He is now 
at eaſe as to his Gravel, and but ſeldom troubled 
with Colics, and what Pain he has that way, he 
imputes to the Remainder of the Gravel, not yet 
diſcharged; he had no Apprehenſion or Suſpicion, 
before he drank Tar-water, and diſcharged Gravel, 
that his Pains aroſe from the Stone or Gravel; he 
thought -his Diſorder was nothing but a Colic, for 
which he took many things, to no Purpoſe. He 
alſo ſays, that he has? not had the leaſt Fit or Symp- 
tom of the Gout ſince he drank Tar-water, which 
is near fifteen Months ago; and he never fails to 
drink it conſtantly every Day, finding that he has 
thereby got a good Stomach, high Spirits, and 
ca Sleep, and 1 a on all his Relief to Tar-water 
only. 


- Auguſt the 15th, 1745. 
135. This Day Mr. Jobs Powell, living at the 
Glaſs-ware-houſe in Crow-ftreet, Merchant, was 
pleaſed to come to me, and gave the following Ac- 
count of his Caſe and Relief, which I took down in 
Writing, from his own Mouth, as follows : Mr. 
Powell had the Gout for near twenty Years, off and 
on, but in the Winter, 1743, he had a violent Fit 
which laſted twelve Weeks: He was alſo troubled 
with violent Pains in his Bowels, for two Years be- 
fore that time, which he thought was a Colic, had 
no Appetite, a bad Digeſtion, and little Sleep; he 
had thoſe Fits of the Colic twice or thrice a Week, 
each Fit laſting twenty four Hours, with racking 
Pains, fo that it was thought that his Life was in 
| great Danger. In the beginning of the Year-1 5 
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on reading the Treatiſe on Tar- water, he was adviſ- 
ed by his Phyſician to drink the Water, which he did 
regularly for ſix Weeks, at the Rate of a Pint a Day, 
taken in the Morning and Evening; and in three 
Weeks time his Pains began to abate, and in ſix 
Weeks all his Colic- pains went off, and he has not 
had the leaſt Fit ever ſince: He ſeldom fails to 
drink the Water every Morning, and reſol ves to 
continue the conſtant Uſe of it, having got a very 
good Stomach and Digeſtion, and ſleeps very well; 
nor has he had the leaſt Fit of the Gout ever ſince 
he began to drink Tar- water, being perfectly free 
from all Symptoms of it; he has the full Uſe of 
his Limbs, and walks as well. as ever he did, and 
he imputes all his Cures to Tar-water only. 
136. James Brown, about ten Years old, to 
whom the late Earl of Kildare left an Annuity of 
twenty Pounds a Year, for his Father's. long and 
faithful Services under him, was miſerably afflicted 
with the King's Evil for four Years, and bei 
under the Care of Surgeons in Dublin, was ſent in 
Auguſt 1744, to his Relations in the County of Cork 
to take care of him, as there were no Hopes of his 
Recovery in Dublin. When he came there, he had 
manny running Sores in his Arms, Hands and Feet, 
and Swellings on each fide of his Throat without 
Appetite or Digeſtion, In this Condition he was 
immediately put into a Courſe of Tar-water; he 
drank about a Quart a Day, a Naggin at a time, 
and after ſome Days drinking the water, they waſh- 
ed his Sores with ſtrong Tar. water, and for a Plaiſter 
uſed the Oil of Tar, which was skimmed off the 
Water, ſpread on Lint or Linen: The Effect was, 
that in a Fortnight's Time moſt of his Sores were 
healed up, and Swellings gone, and in leſs than. 
fix Weeks Time he was perfectly recovered, 'and - 
now continues very well, with good Appetite and 
Spirits, This Account the Author had from the 


young 
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young Man himſelf, and from his Relations; and 
though he is very well, yet he continues to drink 
Tar-water, by which he received ſo much Benefit, 
but in ſmaller Quantities. | 


137. Another Inflance of the Efficacy of Tar-water 
in the Cure of the King's Evil, is as follows. 


Michael Carney of Proteſtant Row in Cavan-ſftreet, 
about ſixteen Years old, was troubled with the 
King's Evil fix Years, having running Sores in his 
Arms, Neck, Legs and Body, and had been in 
Mercer*s Hoſpital a Year without Benefit, and had 
almoſt loſt one of his Eyes by the Evil; the Author 
being informed that this Boy was in Danger of 
having his Eye rotted out of his Head by the Evil, 
directed the Wriſt Plaiſter to be applied to him, 
which was attended with ſuch Succeſs, that in a 
Fortnight's Time, in the latter End of the Year 
1743, the Evil was quite driven from his Eye; but 
the continuing full of running Sores, and great 
Pain in one of his Arms, of which he had little 
Uſe; in April 1744, I gave him Tar-water to drink, 
a Pint a Day; in a little Time he diſcharged two 
Splinters of Bone, black and carious, from his Arm, 
3 he had immediate Eaſe there, and continu- 
ing to drink Tar-water, and waſhing his Sores 
with it alſo, in two Months Time all his Sores 
healed up, his Appetite and Strength returned, and 
he was perfectly recovered, and continues very well, 
and now lives with Mr. Barry Colles, Attorney, at 
Stepben's Green. Theſe Inſtances, and many more 
come to my Knowledge, convinces me, that the 
King's Evil, hitherto reckoned incurable, may, in a 
ſhort Time, by the Method before mentioned, be 


perfectly cured. 


256 
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We Rev. Dean Madden, of Moleſworth-ſtreet, 

Dublin, was pleaſed to give me, in July, 1745, 

" the following Inſtances of Cures by Tar. water, 
which came to bis Knowledge. 


138. The Rev. Mr. George Philips, of Anne- 
ſtreet, Dublin, was ſeized, laſt Summer, with a 
violent Pleuritick Stitch: He was then in the 
Country, three Miles from Dublin. He ſent. fer 
a Surgeon. to bleed him; as he was long a coming, 
his Pain increaſed. He drank freely of Tar. water, 
warm, and in a few Hours his Pain fo far abated, 
and the Heighth of the Pulſe leſſened, that when 
the Sur came, it was reſolved not to bleed 
him, He continued to drink Tar-water; the Dif 
order abated, and in a few Days went entirely: off. 
139. Jobn Waller, of the Pariſh of St. Anne, 
Dublin, aged fixty ſeven Years, had in Spring, 1745, 
a violent Cough, and a general Failure of . Nature. 
He was reduced ſo low, that all who ſaw him gave 
him over. He was perſuaded to drink Tar-water 
in this extream low — and in five Weeks, 
he was able to go about his Buſineſs, and continues 

and well. ? 

140. Mrs. Stear of Ginnets in the TY of 
Meath near Trim, had the worſt Symptoms of the 
moſt violent Scurvy, her Hands and Arms black in 
ſome Parts, ſo that a Mortification was ſometime 
apprehended, She drank Tar-water for ſeveral 
Months; it ſtruck the moſt virulent Humour out 
on her Face and Arms, ſo that no one could know 
her: She was not diſcouraged, but continued to 
drink Tar-water, and in a few Months her Skin 
was entirely clean. Before ſhe drank Tar- water, the. 
was often ſick and low ſpirited z while ſhe drank it, 
ſhe was hearty and well every way, and has con- 
tinued well many Months. | 


141. Mrs, 
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141. Mrs. Moodrof, who lives near Cork, was 
troubled with a Rheumatiſm in her Head, Dropſy 
in her Legs, and an Aſthma, from which ſhe was 
relieved in two Months Time by drinking Tar- 
water. Her Son Mr. Woogrof, a Clergyman who gave 
this Account, ſays, that above two Years are paſſed 
ſince ſhe was relieved. N 
142, The Reverend Mr. Thomas Goodwin, of 
Dewſon-ſftreet, Dublin, was relieved of a Megrim 
and a Sleepineſs by the Uſe of Tar-water, and con- 
tinues well, June 29, 1745. 1 
143. Mr. Palma the Muſician, was troubled 
with a Rheumatiſm, his Limbs ſwollen fo, that 
he could not walk, but was cured in a Month's Time 
by drinking Tar-water, and continues well. 
144. The Reverend Mr. Edmond White, of the 
County of Wexford, was in like manner relieved of 
viglent Pains in his Limbs, and a Colic of a long 
1345. Mr. Jones of Grafton-ſireet, between ſixty. 
and ſeventy Years: old, had for ſeveral Years a 
violent Aſthma, attended with a great Cough and 
frequent ſpitting of Blood and Corruption in great 
Quantities, finds himſelf greatly relieved in every 
Reſpect, by the Uſe of Tar- water; and he neither 
ſpit Corruption, nor Blood laſt Winter. J 
146. Mr. Wellafton of Trim, Clerk to Mr. 
Juſtice 7ork, was aſthmatick for a long Time, and 
not able to live in Dublin, was relieved by Tar- 
water in fix Weeks Time, and is an altered Man, 
and continues well, June 29, 1745. Thus far 
147. Mrs. Ann Fitzgerald, Wife of Mr. Vill. 
Fitzgerald of Ballyrone in the Queens County, was 
for ſeven Years afflicted with violent Hyſtericks, 
Pain and Wind in her Bowels, which threw her fre- 
- quently into ſuch Diſtractions as deprived her of the 


Uſe of her Underſtanding, ſo that ſhe was utterly 
pt uncapable 


- 
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uncapable of minding the Affairs of her Family, and 
a Servant was conſtantly employed to take care 


of her, and ſometimes to prevent her laying violent 
Hands on herſelf. Many Phyſicians in Dublin 
and the Country, had her under their Care, and pre- 


ſcribed many Medicines, which had no Effect; at 


laſt ſhe was prevailed upon to drink Tar-water, 
and in a few Days, found ſome benefit, and by 
continuing to drink it for a conſiderable Time, ſhe 
is now perfectly recovered, and free from all her 
Ailments ; and the only Inconvenience ſhe had from 
Tar-water is, that as it gave her a good Appetite, 
| ſhe is grown much fatter and more corpulent than 
ſhe was before, or deſires, and ſhe ſtill continues to 
drink the Water in ſmall Quantities by way of Pre- 
vention. This Account I had from herſelf and her 
Huſband, 
148. The ſaid Mrs. Fitzgerald alſo informed me, 
that ſome Years ago, one of her Sons was griey- 


ouſly troubled with a running Sore in one of his 


Arms, that the Humour which iſſued out was fo 
corroſive, that it eat into the Fleſh, and ſpread all 
over his Arm, notwithſtanding all the Pains taken, 
and Plaiſters applied to ſtop the Progreſs of it, 
whether it was a Tettar or Cancer, or what elſe ſhe 
could not tell; ſhe then recollected what ſhe had 
formerly been told, that a Plaiſter of Tar had been 
uſed with Succeſs on ſuch Occaſions; accordingly, 


ſhe put ſome Tar into a Pot over the Fire, and 
added ſome Matton Suet to it, and having gently 


boiled and mixed them well together, ſhe made 
a Plaiſter and ſpread it thin on Linen, and applied 
it to-the running Sore as hot as the Child could 
bear; the Effect was, that in ten Days Time, all the 
Sores were healed up, and the Arm entirely cured, 
and continued ſo ever after. a SOR 
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I 49. A Letter from the Reverend Mr, Robert Brere- 5 
ton, of Burton in the County of Cork, dated No- 
vember 9, 1745. 


'T here ſend you an Account of the Benefit receiv- 
ed by me from drinking Tar- water. 

I had been greatly afflicted with a Jaundice for 
two or three Years, which returned on me ſeveral 
Times in that Period, and was always attended with 
exceding lowneſs and dejection of Spirits. I was 
adviſed by my Phyſicians to enter on -a Courſe of 
Steel Preparations; but unwilling to- undergo a te- 
dious Courſe of Phyſick, I had Recourſe to Tar- 
water, from which in five or fix Weeks I found 
great Relief, and at length a perfect State of Health, 
and good Spirits, which I now enjoy. 

150. I am farther to inform you chat Mr. Ralph 
| Crofts of Liſcarrol in the County of Cork, my 

Neighbour, above ſeventy Years old, was greatly 
emaciated, and worn out with lowneſs of Spirits and 
want of Appetite, and, did not expect to live out 
the Winter 1744. He was adviſed to drink Tar- 
water, from which in leſs than a Month, he was 
much better, and in two or three Months perfectly 
recovered to as good a State of Health and 3 
as he had in any Part of his Life. 

„ + Fam, Ls your moſt humble Servant, 
| Robert Brereton. 


151. Mr. 3 Daviſon, of the Town of Car- 
tow, came to me on the 19th of November 1745, 
and gave me the following Account of his Diſorder 
and Relief, which I took down in writing from his 
own Mouth, and is as follows: , 

In Winter 1744, he got a great Cold, which 
cauſed a violent Cough, and an Inflammation in 


his Lungs, attended with very great Spitting and Diſ- 
charges; 
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charges; he continued in this miſerable State for 
near four Months, without receiving any benefit by 
the Medicines he took, ſo that it was thought he 
could not live; his Father adviſed him to drink 
Tar- water, which he neglected to do for ſome Time, 
but finding his Diſorder increaſe, he took to Tar- 
water, and drank. about half a Pint warm every 
Day in the Morning as ſoon as he got up, and in 
. fix Days Time, he found himſelf much eaſier; he 
then obſerved, that the Tar-water had thrown out 
a great Raſh, like an Itch or Scurf on the Surface 
of his Body, which alarmed him at firft, and in- 
clined him to lay aſide the Water, but finding ham- 
ſelf ſtill better, and that the Venom of the Diſtemper 
was caft off that Way, he continued the Uſe of it, 
and in ſix Weeks perfectly recovered from all his 
Ailments, and now continues very well. | 
152. He alſo informed me, that Mr. David 
Simms the Preſbyterian Miniſter at Carlow, was long 
troubled with an Aſthma and Difficulty of breath- 
ing and ſpeaking, fo that it was thought by all who 
faw him that he could not live long; but by drink- 
ing Tar-water a conſiderable Time, he is quite re- 
covered from all thoſe Diſorders, and as well as can 
be expected of one of his Age. . 1 * 1169 


The Reverend Doctor Bacon of | Lemavaddy in the 
County of Derry, communicated to me in No- 
vember 1745, the three following Caſes. 


153. FamesCrowders, Poſtillion to Colonel Forward 
of the County of Donnegal, Member of Parliament, 
was ſeized with a violent aſthmatick Cough, ſwelleil 
all over his Body, and no Appetite, ſo. that it was 
thought it was impoſſible he could liwe : He 
drank - Tar-water about a Month, Morning antl 
Evening, a large Glaſs, which purged him violently, 
-and perfectly cured m_ This happened 9 a 
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Tear and half ago, and he continues perfectly well 
ever ſince. This was confirmed to me by Mr. For- 
ward himſelf, 

154. Mrs. Ann PRA a Widow Lady of the 
County of Derry, had been troubled with an aſth- 
matick Diſorder for about ſeven Fears; her Caſe 
was, that ſhe breathed freely in a ſmoaky or foggy 
Air, but was ready to expire in thin ſharp Air. 
After trying many Medicines, and eſpecially Goat- 
"Whey in vain, ſhe drank Tar-water, of which ſhe 
'took only a Wine Glaſs full at Night, when a-bed, 
and in the Morning before ſhe got up, (for it made 
her very ſick, when ſhe took it in the Day, and 
vas obliged to go to Bed immediately.) The Effect 
was, that ſhe grew better upon her taking the Tar- 
Water, and was quite cured upon drinking it three 
Months ; ſhe has continued well ever ſince, which 
Is fix Months, and has begun to drink a little late- 
ly by way of Precaution. 

155. The Reverend Mr. — of the Dioceſe 
of Derry, was troubled with an Aſthma of the op- 
poſite Kind, could not live in foggy Air, and was 
obliged to remove from his own Houſe, which was 
in a low Situation, to a Friend's Houſe ſituated up- 
on a Hill, where he found himſelf better; at length 
he drank Tar-water, which recovered him ſo much 
that he returned to his Dwelling quite well, and bas | 
continued ſo for a T welve-month paſt. | 


156. Mr. Cunningham, Collector of Portpatrick in 
Scotland, arrived in Dublin in June 1744, and then 
declared to me and ſeveral others his Caſe and Re- 
lief, which I had from his own; Mouth, and is as 
Follows. He had been troubled with the Gout for 
many Years, but the laſt two Years he was ſo mi- 

ſerably afflicted with it, that he was confined ta his 
Bed and Chamber for many Months, not being 
| * go abroad or * at home, esse bi 
. tiun 
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Stiffneſs in his Knees after the Fits were over, that 
he had not the Uſe of his Limbs; but in May 
1743, he was adviſed by Mr. Makenny a Surgeon, to 
drinkTar-water, which he did for four or five Months, 
the firſt Effect was, that in a little Time he was 
freed from a Difficulty of breathing he — 4 | 
under, and finding his Limbs grew eaſier and 
ſtronger by Degrees, he drank the Water till Win- 
ter following, by means whereof he recovered the 
Strength of his Limbs ſo much, that in the Spring 
following he had the full Uſe of them, Whereas 
for — Years before, he never failed to have a Fit 
in the Beginning of Winter, and another in Spring; 
ſince that Time he has had no Symptom of the 
Gout; and he told me that he could then mount the 
higheſt Horſe in Ireland with Eaſe, and could 
walk as well as ever he did, and was reſolved to 
* Tar · water three Months in every Year of his 
157. Mr. Jabn Milton, Confectioner in Caple- 
ſtreet, Dublin, gave me in November 1745, the fol- 
lowing Account of the Benefit he EW by Tar- 
water. He was afflicted with the Gout ever ſince 
he was ſixteen Years old, frequently attended with 
very violent Pains, ſometimes he was laid up three 
or four times in a Year, and laſt Spring was laid 
up for eight Weeks; $008 it left ſuch a Weakneſs 
after it, that he was hardly able to crawl for a long 
Time, till he had recourſe to Tar-water, to which 
he was adviſed by one who received Benefit by 
it. He began to drink it in Fuly 1745, and continu- 
ed the Ute of it to the middle of November follow- 
ing, taking a Pint each Day, half a Pint in the 
Morning, and the ſame at N Toh ; which has fully 
reſtored: him to the Uſe and Strength of his Limbs, 
and removed all his other Complaints: He has 
got a good Appetite and Digeſtion, which he had 
not for many Years W and tho he uſed to oy 
3 e 
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laid up at this Seaſon of the Year, yet he has not 
the leaſt Symptom of the Gout, and is as ſtrong, 
and can walk as well as ever he did. He had alſo 
great Pains and Swellings in his Bowels, and Hard- 
neſs in his Belly, which were quite carried off in a 
Dm or ten Days Time by drinking Tar-water 
Only. | | | 
168. Mr. Cavanaugh, Hatter, at the Raven in 
Skinner-row, Dublin, was long afflicted with Rheu- 
matick Pain, great Swellings and Stiffneſs in his 
Loyns, Thighs and Knees, inſomuch that he could 
not walk abroad, or ſtir at home without Difficulty 
and Pain; to remove which Ailments, he tryed 
every Thing that was preſcribed by Phyſicians and 
Surgeons, but to no Effect. In Summer 1744, 
when Tar-water began to be in Vogue, he drank 
near a Pint a Day for ſix Week, without any fen- 
fible Benefit as to the Weakneſs and Pains in his 
Limbs, but got much better Appetite and Spirits, 
However he ſtill perſiſted in drinking the Water, 
and in three Months Time he found his Swellings 
abate, his Limbs grow ſtronger every Day, and in 
a few Months after all the Swellings, Stiffneſs, 
| Hardneſs and Pains in his Limbs went off, and he 
recovered the Uſe of them; and continuing ſtill to 
drink Tar-water, -he can walk without Difficulty or 
Pain, and 1s in great Spirits. This Account F had 
from himfelf in Fuly 1745, and now in December 
1745, he continues perfectly well. 

159. Mrs. Duggan, Midwife, living at the Cra- 
dle in Great Britain-ftreet, Dublin, gave me the 
following Account of her Caſe, That the had been 
long troubled with a violent inveterate Scurvy, at- 
tended with a great Oppreſſion in her Cheſt and 
Heart, and Difficulty of breathing, that ſhe had 
loſt all Appetite, and was in a miſerable Way, that 
ſhe took many Things for her Relief to np manner 


of Advantage, that at laſt ſhe had Recourſe to Tar- 
water, 
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water, which ſhe took at the Rate of half a Pint a 
Day every Morning, and before ſhe drank three 
Gallons, all the ſcorbutick Heat and groſs Humours 
were driven out on the Surface of her Body, and 
continuing till to drink it, all the aforeſaid Symp- 
- toms went off, ſhe breaths freely without the leaſt 
Oppreſſion, recovered her Appetite, and ſhe never 
knew herſelf in better Health or Spirits, and reſolves 
never to be without Tar-water, finding it always 
—_— her when ſhe catches Cold, or is out o 
er. | 


160. A Letter from Mr. James Hanning, of 

—7ᷓ 8 in the County of Cork, to Thomas Prior, 

/q; I. 

My Daughter, Mary Hanning, about eleven 
Years old, was laſt May taken ill of a Fever, after 
which, ſhe came by Degrees to be entirely deprived 
of the Uſe of her Tongue and Limbs, being una- 
ble to ſpeak, ſtand, or put her Hand to her Mouth, 
and all her Joints ſhaking with the Palſy. She 
took Medicines preſcribed by a Phyſician, and was 
often exerciſed in open Air, while the Weather 
permitted, but all to no Purpoſe. Whereupon we 
put her into a Courſe of Tar-water about the be- 
ginning of November laſt, and ſhe has ever fince 
drank a Quart a Day, which in five Weeks has ſo 
far recovered her, that ſhe can ſpeak and read plain, 
feed herſelf, ſtand and walk without Help, and 
even go up and down Stairs, to the Amazement 
of all thoſe, who had ſeen her lately carried about 
dumb and helpleſs like an Infant. She has taken 
no other Medicine ſince ſhe began to drink Tar- 
water, nor had ſhe the Benefit of Air and Exerciſe 
from that Time, the Weather not permitting, _ 
One of her Arms continues ſomewhat weak, and 
ſhe has a Weakneſs too in one of her Legs, but as 
ſhe daily grows better, I hope Tar- water, with Gop's 
| G 4 Bleſſing, 
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Bleſſing, will perfect her Cure. December 17, 1745. 


James Hanning. 


161. A Letter from a Gentleman of Charafter and 
Credit, giving a particular Detail of an extraordi- 
nary Fever cured by Tar-water, dated December 
20, 1745. | 
A Youth about fifteen Years of Age, being 

ſeized with a Fever.in April 1745, an old French 
Woman of the Family, who was appointed to at- 
tend him, with Directions to give him Tar-water (the 
only Medicine preſcribed) about a Pint every Hour, 
gave him a much ſmaller Quantity, and indulging 
his Appetite, fed him ſecretly, five Days together, 
with Roaſt-Beef, ſeaſoned Pye, Cheeſe, Ale, and 
ſuch like Diet inſtead of Water-gruel, which alone 
had been ordered, | 

162. This unnatural Diet terribly inflamed his 

Fever, and produced ſuch an entire Proſtration of 

Appetite, that for thirteen Days together, he took 

no Nouriſhment of any Kind but Tar-water, 

whereof he drank about a Gallon every Day, which 
made him ſleep at Night and kept up his Spirits by 

Day in a ſurprizing Manner, Having ſo long faſt- ' 

| ed, he at length took a little Naples-Biſcuit, with 

two or three Spoonfuls of Sack and Water, which 

Increaſed his Fever and diſordered his Head, but 

he was ſoon quieted by Tar-water. While he re- 

gularly took this wholeſome Draught he ſlept ſound 
every Night. But one Day being diſguſted at the 

Tar-water, it was judged proper to change it for 

Sage and Baulm Tea, which he drank plentifully 

though not with equal Succeſs. For his Spirits 

ſunk, he loſt his Colour and Look, he Foie the 

Night reſtleſs and anxious : All which Symptoms 

were removed next Day by Tar-water. 

163. After this, his Diſtemper took ſeveral ſtrange 

and violent Turns, being ſometimes attended 7 

; | e 
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che worſt Symptoms. He was at Times ſpeechleſs, 
convulſed, delirious, and his Bliſters — not riſe. 
In the Delirium Tar- water could not be given, he 
was then bliſtered, and the Bliſters not riſing, he 
was brought with ſome Difficulty to drink his Tar- 
water again, which had a ſpeedy good Efect, when 
nothing elſe gave him Relief. And in general, it 
was obſerved, that upon neglecting to give him Tar- 
water, the feveriſh Symptons of Heat, Anxiety and 
difficult Reſpiration became very troubleſome, be- 
ing conſtantly heightened by omitting, and as con- 

ſtantly allayed by returning to drink it. | 

164. It were tedious to relate all the ſurprizing 
Changes in the Courſe of this Illneſs, which. laſted 
ten Weeks. Probably ſuch a Caſe was never known 
before, as it is probable, that no Fever ever ha 
pened to be inflamed and heightened by the ſame 
Cauſe, For I believe no Patient was ever known 
to have been dieted in the firſt Days of a Fever on 
ſuch extraordinary Food, which Nature is accuſtom- 
ed to loath at thoſe Seaſons. But Tar-water gives 
an Appetite even in Fevers. 

165. Tar-water, during its long and obſtinare 
Conflict with the Venom of the Diſeaſe, operated in 
divers Manners, as a cardiac, diaphoretic, ſudorific, 
emetic, carminative and paregoric, ſeeming to adapt 
itſelf to the ſeveral Symptoms and Stages of his 
Malady, and for the molt Part gave him a great Flow 
of Spirits, a florid lively Look, a clear well- coloured 
Tongue, with ſuch Vigour in his Voice and Eyes, as 
aſtoniſhed all who ſaw him, and knew how long he 
had been ul, and how little Nouriſhment he had 
taken. It is to be obſerved, that on ſome Days he 
drank greedily, even fo far as ten or twelve Quarts 
of Tar-water, calling for it with Impatience, 
even though it wrought him as an Emetic; whereas 
both before and after his Illneſs, he ſhewed the greateſt 
diſlike and loathing of it. 

166. In 
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By In — laſt Stage of the Fever, his Face and 
ſwelled, and a general Eruption appeared all 
over both, ſomewhat like an Erifpelas > dining 
Small-pox, which laſted a Week. For two or three 
Days of this Period, he drank ſparingly of Tar-water, 
perhaps no&more than a Quart a Day. But during 
all that Time, he conſtantly by his own Choice, 
held his Mouth to the Spout of a Tea-pot, half 
filled with hot Tar-water, ſucking the Vapour, which, 
he ſaid, he found very chearing and comfortable, 
167. At the Cloſe of this tenth Week, he fell into 
a moſt copious Sweat, and the next Day his Puſtules 
were quite gone, and his Fever left him, not ſpiritleſs, 
puny and pale, but as lively and hail, in appearance, 
as ever he had been known, though after an IIlneſs, 
that for Length of Time, and Variety of deſperate 
Symptoms, ſurpaſſed any I remember to have heard 
of, or met with in the Hiſtory of Fevers. 

168. But he did not continue in this healthy 
State; for the very ſame Day, he expreſſed ſuch an 
earneſt longing Deſire to change his Bed and ſhift 
his Linen, that it was thought proper to indulge 
him, and although this Step was made with the ut- 
moſt Caution, yet it gave him a freſh Cold, which 
ſeized upon his Head, and produced a new Fever 
with a Raving or Frenzy, that continued many 
Weeks, in all which time, he could not be prevailed 
on to take one Glaſs of Tar-water. But at length 
by a proper Uſe of Aﬀes-milk, and Ground-ivy, 
with a careful Regimen, he was recovered ſo far, as 
that he might be perſuaded to drink daily fout 
Glaſſes of Tar-water, which, with Gop's Bleſling, 
reſtored his Strength and completed his Recovery. 
I have here given the general Sum and Subſtance 
rather than a regular and complete Diary, containing 
all the particular Circumſtances of this extraordinary 
Caſe, which it had been impoſſible to recollect at the 


- Diſtance of ſo many Months» 
| 169. An 
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169. An Extract of a Letter from the Honourable 
Colonel John Cuſtis, of Williamſburgh in Virgi- 
nia, and one of the Council of that Province. 
Dated from Williamſburgh July 10, 1945. 

Mr. Cuſtis writes, that he unfortunately got a great 

Cold, which threw him into the Chin or Hooping 

Cough, which cauſed cruel Fevers; that when the 

Cough was gone, he was troubled with a prodigious 

Spitting; that he took great Dofes of Elixir Vitriol 

to allay his intenſe Thirſt in his burning Fever, 

which fo relaxed his falival Glands, that he feared 
they would never come to their due Tone again, nor 
perform their proper Offices; they are the Sluices 
that caſt off the viriated Lympha: That he had ſtu- 
died and read Phyſick more than forty Years, that he 
had the Opinion of Doctor Brown, of Maryland, 
deemed the greateſt Phyſician in America, that the 

Seat of his Diſtemper.lay in his ſalivary Glands, and 

that it was dangerous to ſtop the Spitting, which he- 

well knew by woful Experience, having ſtopt it by 
taking an Ounce of Diacodium going to Bed, which 
flung him into Fevers, Faintings, and many other 

Diforders, ſo that he was obliged to procure the Spit- 

ting again; he was once fo reduced, that he could 

not get up when down, nor was able to put on his 

Cloaths, and had no Appetite to any Sort of Food. 

But, to uſe his own Words, he writes, that 'reading 

one Day in the Magazine, I found the Virtues of 

Tar-water, which I verily believe ſaved my Life, I 

had not taken it a Week, before I began to have an 

Appetite to Victuals, and continued taking it three 

Months, Night and Morning, which miraculouſly 

reſtored me; ſo that I can now eat heartily any 

Thing my Palate has a mind to, tho? I cannot taſte 

any Thing, but what is ſalt, ſweer, or ſour, and I 

bleſs Gop, I am much mended, But my Spitting 

continues with a great Diſcharge, but eating ſupports 
my that 
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that Diſcharge, and J reſolve to take nothing that 
may leſſen my Stomach, the Saliva not performing 
its due Office, keeps my Palate and Throat always 
hot and dry, tho“ I have not any Fever, which the 
Doctors tell me I muſt bear; but I hope Time and 
09” AA will entirely free me from that Unea- 
ſineſs. a 
This Letter was ſent from Virginia, to Mr. Peter 
Collinſon of Grace-church-ftreet, London, who was 
pleaſed to tranſmit the ſame hither, giving this Rea- 
{on for doing ſo, That he was perſuaded, that the 
reading ſome Parts of this Letter would not be diſ- 
agreeable to the good Biſhop to find that his laud- 
able Endeavours to benefit Mankind, are attended 
with ſuch great Succeſs, and perhaps not more re- 
markably ſo, than in the uncommon Caſe of the 
ſaid Colonel Cuſtis. 

170. The Reverend Mr. Syon Hill, Chaplain to 


the Work-houſe in Dublin, having had great Op- 


portunities of trying and knowing the Effects of 
Tar-water, both in the ſaid Houſe, and all over the 
City, where he had diſperſed above a thouſand Gal- 


lons of the Water to thoſe who had occaſion to call 


upon him for it, and having ſet down in writing the 
Particulars thereof, as the Facts came to his Know- 
ledge, he has been pleaſed to communicate the ſame 


to me in the following Narrative, entitled, 


4 ſhort Account of ſome remarkable Caſes, with their 


HSucceſß, by God's Bleſſing, on Tar- water. 
171. In April 1744, after reading the Treatiſe on 


Tar- water, Curioſity as well as Humanity, prompted 


me to make tryal of the Effects of the Water, and if 
.-Fſhould find it anſwer the Character given of it in 


F 


* 
- 
* 


iris, to make uſe of it on ſeveral Occaſions that 


offered 3 having it greatly in my Power, as Chaplain 


to the Work · houſe, to make Experiments on agreat 
many Subjects, who, ſince I came there, were long 


troubled 
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troubled with cutaneous, ſcrophulous, and chronical 
Diſorders. | 

172. For this End, I picked out of the many in 
the Work- houſe, four of the moſt afflicted, to whom, 
for four Days, Iadminiſtered Tar. water: And indeed 
the Succeſs ſo ſurprized me, that being at that Time, 
ſeverely attacked with an Hoarſeneſs, and ſore 
Throat, I ventured to take it alſo; and with ſome 
Pain (my Throat being inflamed) I got down about 
the Quantity of a Naggin; after which, I felt no 
Pain in that Part, but could ſwallow without the 
leaſt Difficulty. From this welcome and aſtoniſhing 
Experiment, I naturally conceived future joyful 
Hopes of this powerful Medicine; accordingly, 1 
took it for three Days after, twice each Day with 
Pleaſure z which ſo wrought me the third Day, I 
was. not able to-ſit, by Reaſon of the Acrimony of 
the Diſcharge. Notwithſtanding, I ſtuck to my 
Medicine, and the fourth Day, I perceived myſelf 
much better without any Manner of Complaint z 
and, I thank God, have continued ſo ever ſince; 
whereas, before I took Tar- water, I was ſubject to a 
Head - ach, Cramps, Pains in ſeveral Parts, more 
eſpecially in the Kidneys, very acute from any Wheel- 
carriage; I was tormented alſo with an Heart-burn- 
ing, all which Diſorders, I now aſſure you are perfectly 
vaniſhed, and 12 pray 1 — be God, as it 
were, to a new „having a Appetite, | 
Digeſtion, Spirits fufficient to bear _ Nan 
Fatigues, with ſound and eaſy Sleep, tho? now on 
the Borders of Sixty, - „ u r 
173. The great Benefit I received from Tar- water, 
induced me for the general Good, to make it for 
other poor People; who had it ſince laſt April 
11744, and ſhall always have it Gratis, while I make 
it, to whom I have diſtributed, with others, above a 
thouſand Gallons, without any Complaint yet, but 
with great Acknowledgments, as by the Sequel will 
Wo" Ms. appear. , 
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appear. Having diſpatched my own Cafe, I 
Leave to lay before T1 thoſe others, with their — 
ceſs, which I durſt not do till OfFober was paſt, be- 
cauſe ſome predicted frightful Conſequences at that 
Time to all ſuch, who ventured on this Medicine. 
But now May 1745, being paſt, and till no bad 
Symptoms appearing on thoſe Adventurers, I look 
now on this Prediction as a Brutum Fulmen, © 
174. I have now been eight Years Chaplain to 
the City Work-houſe, in all which Time the Chil- 
dren of that Houſe, have been ſorely afflicted with 
an inflammatory Itch, or Scurvy, of which we could 
never get them entirely cured. This I have often 
complained of to the proper Officer, who once 
aſſured me, all the Druggs in the Apothecary's Shop 
would not cure them; nay more, that it was not __ 
his Power to cleanſe * whilſt the Children were 
continued on an Oat-meal Diet: On this frank and 
helpleſs Confeſſion, I imagined I might without 
_ Offence, try Tar. water on thoſe poor Incurables, as 
well for their Relief, as the Good of others; ac- 
cordingly, I did fo, and really I obſerved the joyful 
Succeſs exceeded my Expectations: For above a hun- 
dred Children variouſly affected, were for the moſt 
Part comfortably relieved in one Month's Time, at 
my own Expence; each Day adminiſtering eight 
Gallons, often with my own Hands, with three 
Pounds: of Liquorice-ball, cut into little Bits given 
to the Children, to render the Water agreeable. 
176. At this Time, there was 4 Girl about nine 
Years old in the Work-houſe, by Name, Mary Mat 
Culla, confined to her Bed for ſome Time, with a 
moſt violent Scurvy ; ſhe had little or no Appetite, 
full of Pain, becauſe flay'd in ſeveral Parts by re- 
ed Rubbings of Brimſtone; at laſt the Girl fell 
into a moſt languiſhing Way, taking neither ſuſſi- 
cient Food, nor Reſt to ſupport Nature, every Day 


declining; ſo lock d on by all who came to ſee her, 
as 
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& all H Nevertheleſs, by taking Tar- 
—_— a Week, = Girl recovered wonderfully ; and 
by continuing the Uſe of the Water -her Sores ſoon 
56h and ſcaled off, and ſhe looked as one out of the. 

but her Appetite returning, ſhe revived 
A and is at this Day, May the 6th, 1743, 
= _ = ſtrongeſt. Children in our Houſe, reads. 
well, and is worth all my Expence and Trouble. 
176. The next Subject was Jobn Hall, about nine 
— old, who in April 1744, could neither ſleep, 
nor eat what was ſufficient to keep the Child alive, 
as his Mother informed me, ſtill moaning, and com- 
plaining of his Belly, which was great! welled, and 
in all human Probability, would ſoon have died, had 
the Child not been relieved ſeaſonably by Tar- 
water, which cauſed the Child to void a large Quan- 
tity of Worms, ſince which Diſcharge, is well, and 
I hear of no Complaints as formerly: This Child's 
Mother, Mary Hall, then a Nurſe in the Work- 
houſe, being called on by the Governors, for her ſo- 
lema Teſtimony in this Matter, ſwore, that her 
Son, ſoon after taking Tar-water, voided a Chamber- 
pot full of Worms, tome of which, ſhe obſerved. to 
be alive; and further ſwore, that ſhe herfelf was 
relieved from a violent Pain in her Side apd Stomach, 
by a wonderful Diſcharge both Ml ney by two 
Quarts of Tar-water taken in four Days, and from no 
Apprtie before, ſhe (hen, May the 19th, 1744, en- 
Joyed a yery good on 

7. The next — A Ellis, now in the Work- 
. d of above thirteen Years old, whoſe , 
Hands 2 a — Time were in a manner uſcleſ by 
a running Evil, but are now perfectly cured, by this 
Medicipe.. Nay, there is another Boy in the ſame 
Houſe, by Name, George Dorton, whoſe Glands. 
beneath the Chin, were greatly ſwelled and inflamed, 
ever.00zing forth putrid Matter, moving a Nauſea in 
all Beholders. This Boy took SG one Mae 
= Ys 
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0 15 greatly dried up his Sores, and is now 
we 
178. A ſimilar Caſe like this is that of a young 
Woman, named Mary- An Empty, in the Pariſh of 
Glangorkin, about four Miles from Dublin, who was 
of late frightfully afflicted with an Evil in many 
Parts, eſpecially her Face ; ſhe was ſome Time ago 
recommended to me by her Pariſh Miniſter, and is 
greatly relieved, of which I am an Eye-witneſs : Her 
Mother gave me the following Account of her Cure : 
That by drinking Tar-water, her Daughter's Ulcers 
dried up, which D affected her Face and Jaws, that 
ſhe cold neither eat nor ſwallow, but the Ulcers in 
the Girl's Face burſt as ſhe ſlept, making a large 
Diſcharge. The Mother overjoyed at her Daugh- 
ter*s unexpected Relief, was curious to examine the 
Filth which lately tormented her Daughter, and ſhe 
aſſured me, ſhe. found in the Filth that was diſ- 
charged, a flat Bone about an Inch long, not quite 
fo broad, both black and jagged : This I ſuppoſe 
ſtopt the Vent of the Ulcers in the Face, becauſe, 
when removed, the Diſcharges for ſome Time were 
very large, after which the Maid grew well, and is 
very little disfigured,” and by continuing to drink 
Tar. water, the Girl is now, in December 1745, per- 
fectly cured of the Evil. 
179. Another Cure like this was forte on a 
Lad, Son to a Servant of Alderman Kane. This Lad 
received a Contuſion in one of his Hands; the Cure 
not perfected, the Sore broke out again on the Back 
of the ſame Hand; moreover, another Ulcer broke 
out at the ſame Time i in the Lad's Heel, both Ulcers 
ſubmitted to this Medicine, tho? for a long Time 
obſtinate, and before the Lad took Tar-water thought 
incurable. ._ 
180. Ann Maddin, Siſter to a Woman who nurſes 
for Mr. Putland, had a very fore Hand fo ſwelled 
and inflamed, that the Surgeons believed it mortified, 


and 
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and ſo doomed it to be cut off; yet the Doctor that 
attended, as I am informed, adviſed before taking 
this laſt Extremity, to try Tar- water, which ſhe did; 
and when 1 viewed the young Woman's Hand ſome 
Time ago, it looked kindly from a ſhapeleſs black 
Lump; and I am informed by a Relation of the 
young Woman, that ſhe is in a manner well, having 
no Pain in that Part, and can uſe it like the other 
Hand, : | 1 x 
181. Peter Evard, Stocking-weaver, to be heard 
of at the Ship, in Old Corn-market, was ſo ulcerated 
all over his Body, and in many Parts eat away with 
the Scurvy, that he could not work ; Tho' all Me- 
thods were uſed by the Infirmary ſeveral Months, 
but in vain; ſo reckoned amongſt the Incurables; 
on this he took this Medicine, and immediately re- 
covered, now follows his Trade, and comfortably pro- 
vides for himſelf and others. His Mother, an aged 

Woman, long afflicted with an Aſthma, took with 

her Son part of his Medicine, which relieved her of 
her Aſthma, tho? an old Diſorder. 32 

182. A Gentleman bred an Apothecary, (and 

therefore will not mention his Name, ) came one 

Evening into our Hall in a very melancholy, Way 

with an inflamed ſore Throat ; he ſaid he could not 

ſwallow his Spittle, and that he had a great Lump in 
his Throat, which he muſt get launced, immediately, 


or it would choak him; with much ado, I prevailed 


on the young Man to take a little Tar-· water, which 
relieved him immediately, and he felt no more of his 
frightful Lump, but continues both eaſy and well. 
From this and many other Inſtances, I find nothing 
ever relieved a ſore Throat ſo. ſoon and ſo effectually 
as this Medicine. | 
183. Mrs. Catharine Williams, who ſells Earth- 
en: ware near the End of Dirty-lane, Thomas: ftreet, 
had one of her Legs fo long uleerated, that it was 
doomed to be cut off, Sher great Experce and moſt 
N * acute 


acute Pain; yet that very Leg was reſtored to Eaſe 
and perfect Soundneſs by this powerful Medicine 
in a ſhort Time without any external Application. 

184. Mary Philips, now in the Work- houſe, 


ſor a long Time had loſt in a manner, the Uſe of 


a Leg, with a conſtant Numbneſs or Tingling, as 
if it were afleep; ſhe could not walk on it but with 
Difficulty, but if ſhe ſtirred quick ever ſo little, ſhe 
then felt moſt acute Pain, and in froſty Weather, 
would often be forced to fit up in Bed many an 
Hour by Night, - moaning and rubbing it z but by 

Tar. water that Numbneſs is entirely gone, and tho“ 
ſhe walks ever ſo quick or long, ſhe feels no man- 

ner of Pain in that Part, the ſure Conſequence (be- 

fore Tar- water) of ſuch Motion. 

185. A Son of Mr. B—y, Iron-monger, in 
Thomas-ftreet, was infected with a dry Scurf in the 
Scarf. ſxin, for ſome Time, much like a Leproſy; 
no Expence, no Advice, was either with-held, or 
wanting, yet the Youth found no Relief : On this 
the tender Mother aſked the Doctor, if ſhe might 
venture to give the Child Tar-water, ſo much in 
vogue about that Time; Ay, ay,“ ſays the Doc- 
tor, „if you have a Mind to kill your Son;“ to 


demonſtrate which, he gave this Reaſon, what 


« Nature kindly throws out,” ſays he, you will 
c certainly cork up by the ſearing Quality of Tar- 
« water, and ſo your Son muſt inevitably periſh ;”? 
nevertheleſs, Tar-water was ventured upon, with the 
utmoſt Dread ; but behold in a ſhort Time the Lad 
became perfectly clean and healthy, and ſtill conti- 
nues ſo. Of this I am both an Eye and Ear-witneſs, 
becauſe the Lady and the Lad paid me a Viſit, and 
acknowledged thankfully this great Bleſſing, and re- 
lated the above Story: . 
186. Robert Scot; Tape-weaver, to be heard of 
at Paul Jobnſton's in James's-ſtreet, was cured ſud- 
denly by this powerful Medicine, of an old Ulcer 
77 * 
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in the Thigh, and relieved from à conſumptive 
Cough; which ſo. weakened the poor Man, that he 
was not able to work; but now looks brisk, and 
gets his Bread comfortably, and to uſe his own 
Words, he makes his Paws maintain his Jaws. 

187. Mrs. Bermingham, then living at Mrs. 
Becks:in Fames's-ſtreet, labourin 5 for many Years 
under an acute Pain in her Side; ppoſed to be an 
Impoſthume, by this Medicine was Naddeniy reliey- 

ed by a Diſcharge of an incredible Quantity of 
Filth and Matter upwards; ſince which Time, the 
Woman, tho* much in Years, enjoys the Comforts' 
of Life, being now both vigorous and eaſy. | 

188. Elizabeth Wood, at Mr. Mac Guires, the 
Corner of Meath-ſtreet, was relieved by Tar- water 
from an old Aſthma and Dropſy, with both which 
the poor Woman ſeemed every Moment to be ready 
to expire; both her Ailments are cured by this Wa- 
ter, and ſhe now thinks of living as long as any of 
her Neighbours, being both hearty and ſtrong. 

189. William Billingſiy, formerly of the Work- 
houſe, now living on Crooked: tat, was troubled 
with Swellings and violent Pains in both his Legs 
and Feet, which ſuffered him neither to work, nor 
walk ; but after taking this Medicine only one 
Month, all his Diſorders vaniſhed, he grew fo ſtrong 
and hearty, that he wove in the Work-houſe four 
Yards of Check- linen each Day; I ſpoke to him 

3 7 1744. at which Time he was you 
well ; 


I 90. Jobn Roſe, now in the Work- deute was a 
long Time bed- rid, with Cramps all over him, 
from whence the Pain was ſo acute and conſtant, 
that his piteous Moans both Night and Day, diſ- 
turbed all about him; but by taking Tar-water one - 
Month, his Diſorder vaniſhed, as it were, without 
the leaſt Return ſince May 1744, and now enjoys 
his Limbs, tho? not _ to ſtir one Foot before. 
2 191. 


| 
| 
| 
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191. Robert Turnbowl, a Boy of the ſame Houſe, 
was brought on a Boy's Back, and laid down at my 
Chamber: door, not being able to ſtir one Step, yet 
by uſing this powerful Medicine one Month, reco- 
vered his Legs, and now goes tolerably. 

192. Jobn Warburghs of the ſame Family was 
frightfully afflicted with an Inflammation in his 
Head, his Eye-lids were ſo ſwelled, that the Boy 
was led to my Apartment, being as dark as one 
Stone-blind, and'there ſupplicated-very ſolemnly and 
fervently for Tar- water; he obtained his Requeſt, 
tho? I was then doubtful of Succeſs; yet on taking 
this Medicine three Days, the Inflammation ſo cool- 
ed, that the Boy's Eyes were perfectly reſtored ; how- 
ever, his Forehead, Chin, and the Back of his Head, 
were covered with a large and ſtrange Erylipelas ; 
all which in three Days Time ſcaled off, the whole 
Inflammation cooled, and the Boy continues very 
well, and free from that Diſorder now upwards of 
twelve Months. 

193. Richard Reeves of this Family had two 
bleeding Ulcers in his Thigh, which did not per- 
mit him to ſleep, work or walk, both which were 
cured in a ſhort Time by this Medicine without 
any outward Application. 

194. There is a Gentlewoman on Arbour- Bill, 
who ſuffered a great deal a long Time by an Ulcer 
in her Leg, and after many coſtly Experiments, and 
painful ones too, was 1njoyned Patience, as being in- 
curable. Then as her laſt Shift, ſhe fell ro Tar- 
water, by which ſhe is' ſo well recovered, that ſhe 
is now able to go to Church, to return Thanks for 
| ſo great a Bleſling ; nay, walks without Pain or Dif- 
ficulty any where, tho? before, ſhe could not ſtir a 
Foot without both, | 

195. There is an Officer in the Barracks, who 
for a long Time felt, after walking a little Way, a 
grievous Pain in the Back-linews of his Legs, but 

on 
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on drinking Tar-water, all Complaints there are 
perfectly vaniſhed, tho* he walks ever ſo much and 
faſt, having made the Experiment; and this I had 
from his own Mouth. „ 

196. Matthew Lynch, an old Man, ſeventy Tears 
at leaſt, now living at Mr. Floyde's in Kilmainbam, 
was lately aſthmatick to a great Degree, and fo at- 
flicted with the Piles, that he was always ſcared to 
Death, whenever he had a Call that Way, the Pain 
was fo great; but now by the powerful Help of this 
Medicine, he can do every natural Office with Eaſe, 
and is not only relieved From all his old Diſorders, 
but ſeems to have regained new Life and Vigour. 

197. The preſent Reader in Chrift Church, was 

attacked with an Hoarſneſs a conſiderable Time, 
and aſſured me he was frightere ] at its Continu- 
ance, but is now fo cleared up by Tar-water, that 
he is able now to ſing, O be joyful. 
198. Mr. Jobn Purcell, Son to the preſent Trea- 
ſurer of the Work-houſe, ſeemed fur ſome Time to 
be in a declining Way, from a conſumptive Cough 
and frequent Stitches ; but by taking this Reſtora- 
tive, he revives daily, and no Wonder, for from 
Time to Time, the Lad voided ſeveral large Worms, 
accidentally diſcovered, and many probably we 
know nothing of. | | 

199. Fane Hamilton, now in the Work-houſe, 
Dublin, being grievouſly afflicted with a fcald Head, 
for which ſhe was four Years under Cure in Mer- 
cer's Hoſpital, but without Effect, was after admit- 
ted into the Work- houſe, where for ſeveral Years all 
Methods of Cure were purſued, but to as little Pur- 

ſe : On which Account, ſhe was ſent to me as an 
obſtinate Caſe, to try what Tar-water would do. I 
accordingly took the Girl in Hand, and gave 
her nothing but Tar-water, Morning and Evening 
for a Month; then I had her Head waſhed and 
rubbed twice a Day with a Spunge dipp*d in warm 
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ſtrong POT fo made of a Quart of Tar, and 
two Quarts of boiling Water, till all the Scurf 
came off; by which Method, the Girl is now 
fectly clean, "healthy and ſtrong, with a thick cad 
of Hair, as if nothing had ever ailed her, to the 
Admiration of all, who once knew her in a moſt 
miſerable Condition. 
200. One Mrs. Eager, now living at Mullineback; 
near New-row, Thomas: ſtreet, threw up from time 
to time, ſuch vaſt Quantities of Blood that ſhe was 
as pale as a Ghoſt, and fo feeble, that ſhe could 
ſcarce ſtand: Bur after taking Tar-water, the 
bloody Diſcharge ceaſed, and , ſhe improved 
daily, till now ſhe is become a hearty Wen 
Woman. 
201. Mr. William Dick n, oppoſite James? 8 
Church, was for ſome Time very Deaf; he took 
Tar-water, on which his Chin broke out, after 
which he could hear as well as ever, and continues 
to do ſo, though upwards of two Years ago. 
There are a great many more Caſes, very aſto- 
niſhing for their Succeſs, which I muſt paſs by in 
Silence, not being permitted for ſome Reaſons to 
mention the Names of the Parties concerned; yet 
there is one ſo remarkably true and aſtoniſhing, 
that I cannot omit it, without Detriment to the 
Publick ; On which Account, I hope the Perſons 
concerned will take no Offence, ſince defigned ny 
ir the Benefit of others. 


A moſt remarkable Caſe. 


202. The third of November laſt, a Surgeon of 
this City paid me a Viſit, in order, (as he ſaid) to 
thank me for a moſt wonderful Cure performed by 
my. Tar- water: This made me curious to know the 
Caſe, he aſſured me, a Perſon in this Town had 
laboured for ſomę Time under the foul Diſorder, 


W had ſo infected the whole Maſs, that Part - 
the 
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the unhappy Creature's Noſe was loſt, before he 
was called in; ſo that the Infection by that Time 
was ſpread from Top to Toe; for in one of 
the Calves of the poor Creature's Leg, he could 
thruſt his Fiſt, and the whole Back was as bare as 
a caſed Rabbet; as alſo the Head and Glands were 
ſo inflamed, he often ſpent two Hours about this 
one Subject; but ſays he, to ſhorten my . Story; 


having ſome Time tried in vain all Methods in 


Practice for ſuch a Diſorder, I then gave my Patient 
your Tar-water; the ſenſible and ſudden Effects of 
which, aſtoniſhed me; all the Ulcers appearing 
more cool and kindly; I then began (continues he) 
to conceive ſome Hope of my Patient, though be- 
fore in good Truth, I had none at all. After my 
Patient had taken a Gallon of your Tar-water, as 
I came in one Morning, I found my Patient full 
of Complaints, ſeemingly very fretful, and uneaſy ; 
on aſking the Cauſe, my Patient proteſted very 
ſolemnly, never to touch one Drop more of Tar- 
water, becauſe the laſt Night's Operation cauſed 
by Tar-water, was ſo violent and ſearching ; I ſtrove 
to get the better of this raſh Diſlike, by ſhewing 
plamly the true Reaſon and future Benefit of this 
ſtrong Operation, but to no Purpoſe; ſo Tar-water 
was omitted forty-eight Hours, at the End of which 
Time, all the Sores and Ulcers became once more 


putrid, and inflamed very ſenſibly, plainly demon- 


ſtrating an abſolute Neceſſity of returning to our 
old Medicine ; after ſome Struggle with my Patient's 
obſtinate Prejudice, we did fo, and now I am able 
to afſure you, Sir, ſays the Surgeon, my Patient 


is perfectly recovered, the Noſe excepted ; and this 


whole Cure, as ſtrange as it is, was accompliſhed by 


your Tar-water, and no other Medicine; now, Sir, 


continues he, I muſt confeſs, that a Principle of 
Gratitude is not the only Motive of this Viſit and 
frank Confeſſion, but alſo to intreat you, to inform 
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me of your Sort of Tar, and how you make your 
Water: Which J imagine, ſays he, will be of great 
Service to the moſt wretched of Mankind: Ac- 
cordingly I informed him of the Sort of Norway 
Tar I made uſe of, and how I. prepared the 
Water. : b-1 
203. A Gentleman now lodging on Arbour-bill, 
was ſo afflicted with inward Pains,' and emaciated 
to ſuch a Degree, that he was obliged to part with 
an honourable and profitable Commiſſion, when 
commanded lately abroad. When all other Medi- 
cines and Advice failed, he drank for ſome time 
Tar-water of his own making, which he aſſured 
me had almoſt poiſoned him, without any manner 
of Eaſe or Relief. On this Diſappointment, by 
Advice of a Friend, he ſent to me for ſome of my 
Tar- water: On taking which for ſome time, his 
Pains immediately vaniſhed, and never returned, 


though upwards of four Months, he ſtill continuing 


the Uſe of the Water. Moreover the Night paſſes 


now inſenſibly, whereas before he drank my Tar- 


water, he generally reckoned. by the Clock every 


Hour of the Night, from which comfortable Com- 


poſure, his natural Appetite returned, and he is 

now become an hail briſk ſtrong Man. 105 
204. Mrs. Dickſon, now living at Mrs. Ford's at 

Nand bridge, laboured a long time under a Com- 


plication of Diſorders, but more eſpecially, a fre- 


quent Colic, and inveterate Scurvy, which affect- 
ed her whole Body, and her Face particularly, which 
are now all cured by this Medicine only. 
20g. Miſs Mariba Dowers, living oppoſite to 
the Cock and - Bow! in Pluntet: ſtreet, was long 


afflicted with an inveterate Scurvy over her whole 


Body, and for Fears continued incurable, tho? all 
Methods were tryed, that the young Woman could 
either purchaſe or think of; at lat ſhe took Tar- 


Water, which effectually cured her; ü of which 1am. 


an 


: 
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an Eye-witneſs, being with me at the Work-houſe 
the 26th of November 1745, to acknowledge the 
Bleſſing ſhe, received, and to return Thanks, not 
having the leaſt Speck or Spot, and looking healthy 
and well. 1 
206. Mr, William Fefter, Brother to Mr. Foſter, 
Brewer in James's-ſtreet, Dublin, came to Town 
the Beginning of Nevember 1745, ſorely afflicted 
with a Swelling in both his Legs, together with a 
ſevere Cough, for which he took but one Gallon of 
Tar-water, and this Day November 26, I am 
aſſured by his Nephew, that the Swelling is gone, 
and alſo the Cough, and he who ſeemed to be in 
a languiſhing Condition when he came. to Town 
Jately, revives daily, and ſeems to be reſtored to a 
new State of Health. | 
207. Meſſieurs Maſſy and Boucher, of the County 
of Limerict, from long Confinement, and other 
Misfortunes, contracted ſuch ill Habits of Body, 
that their Phyſicians gave Teſtimony that they could 
not live, if confined in the Place where they were, 
ſo were brought into my Neighbourhood to preſerve 
their Lives : By which happy Accident, hearing of 
Tar-water, they immediately ſent for ſome, which 
they drank, and were reſtored ſurprizingly in a 
ſhort time, after every other Method preſcribed by 
the beſt Phyſicians' had failed. The 5th of this 
Inſtant November 1745, I ſpoke to them both, 
and they aſſured me, that they have been well 
ever ſince they took Tar-water, now upwards of 
ſix Months. 

208. A Gentlewoman of my Acquaintance, was 
attacked September laſt 1945, with a ſevere Ague-fit, 
about three in the Morning, which ſhook her up- 
wards of two Hours. On this I gave her about a 
Naggin of Tar-water, which compoſed her immedi- 
ately, and ſhe took a refreſhing Nap for ſome time; 
at Nine the ſame Morning preparing to rife, on 

1 ” could 
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could not ſtir her left Leg, bei ſtiff and fore; 
and greatly ſwelled and inflam — 5 this a Sur- 
geon was called in, who. aſſured it was 2 moſt vio- 
lent Diſorder, nor could he foreſee the Conſequence 
being thus alarmed, . ſhe kept her Bed for ſome 
time, and ſtuped her Leg with Spirits of Wine, but 
took no Medicine inwardly but Tar-water, by 
which Means, ſhe had no other Ague-fit, and her 
Leg is now neither ſwelled nor inflamed, bur in all 
Appearance, and by its eaſy natural Fe as well and 
as ound as the other, 


209. A moſt 0 Cure of a Gentleman's 
Daughter about nine Years old, lately in Nr 
Small. pox. | 


Miſs Hannah Hartnell, now living at Mrs. Green's 
in Rant ford. ſtreet, the 6th of November 1745, fell 
ill of the Small-pox, her Parents having, from 
reading Siris, a good Opinion of Tar-water, were 
willing to make uſe of it; accordingly I ordered 
the Quantity of a Naggin of Tar-water to be given 
to the Child warm every ſixth Hour; the Child 
took it, and it fat well on her Stomach, till the 
third Day, but then ſhe threw it up in a ſhort 
Time after it was down with a Load of Filth and, 
Phlegm ; by which Means all Opprefſion and Pain in 
the Child's Stomach ceaſed, of which ſhe continually 
complained before, Moreover, on that Day, (viz. 
the third) ſhe had a violent Lax, which continued” 

about twenty Hours, ſtill ſhe took her Tar-water 
as before, but obſerving ſhe threw up all or moſt 
of 1 it, I then ordered a third of warm Water to be 
mixt with it, to make it weaker, which cauſed it 
to fir, for ſhe never threw it up after, nay was not 
ſo much as ſick, or made the leaſt Complaint, until 
Monday the 17th of November, being the 1 2th. 
Day; at which Time, when I payed my "Viſit in the 


Morning, I found the Child in a moft hopeleſs he. Y 
e 
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the Diſcharge: at her Noſe and Eyes was ſtopt, 
which before that time was very large (the Di 

on the Child's Face being confluent, and never filled, 
the Paus diſchatging itſelf, that way) the Small- pox 
on her Hands appeared black or livid; the Child 


grew cold, with little or no Pulſe, together with an 


hard Hoarſneſs, and a continual Cough. Thoſe 
deadly Symptoms and ſudden Alteration aſtoniſhed 
me greatly, having left the Child the Evening be- 
fore in a very promiſing Way, I then ſtrictly 
examined how this frightful Alteration happened, 
and found, that by Accident, Water was ſpilt in the 
Child's Bed, out of which ſhe was taken, © tho? in a 
cold froſty Day, and continued ſo for ſome conſider- 
able Times, becauſe ſhe was not put into Bed till all 
the wet Things were dried and adjuſted. From that 
loſtant, all our former Hopes of the Child's Reco- 
very vaniſhed, and as for my Part, I did not imagine 
ſhe could ſtruggle twelve Hours, from the Obſtruc- 
tions in both Head and Throat, which appeared 
moſt ſtubborn and obſtinate, the Child being able 
neither to ſpeak, ſwallow, or breath freely: How- 
ever, tho* my Hope was indeed but very ſmall, im- 
mediately I warm'd a Naggin of Tar-water, with- 
out any Mixture, and obliged the poor Child with 
ſome Difficulty. to ſip it, little by little, till in ſome 
conſiderable Time, ſne got all down, and it ſtaid 
with her. On this I ordered ſome healthy careful 
Perſon to be put into Bed, and to take the Child into 
their Arms, to infuſe Heat if poſſible. The tender 
Mother readily. obeyed, in ſome time the Child 
grew warm and eaſy, fell into a fine Sweat, and ſlept 
tor about two Hours, after which, the former Dif- 
charge from both Noſe and Eyes burſt forth a- new, 
and appeared as large, if not larger for ſome time 
than ever; which greatly promoted the Child's 
jpeedy Recovery: from this moſt imminent; Danger. 
Being now up and well, with a keen Appetite, good 
erin | Digeſtion, 


P — ——— ———œ— 


— —— — —ę— 


"= 
: 
: ” , 
, » 
: 
: u 
KI 
5 
= 4 
[ [ 
19 . 
i” 
0 1 
= 
** 
4 * 
1 
" o 
—— [ 
Y b 
p j 
, 
= 
A i 
3 
* 1 
* 
Ta. 
* 9 
TH 
. 17 
1 1 
rs 
\ , 
»1 
1 
* 
| 4 
Ml 1 tl 
[ 
N J 
: 6 
| _ 
W 
8 
. 
6. 
1 
1 1 
: f 
4 
* * 
” 
. 
* 4 


108 The Effetts of © 
Digeſtion, and what is moſt aſtoniſhing in the whole 
Proceſs, for the Space of —_—_— Days, ſhe was 
not once ſick, or made the leaſt Complaint, the 3d 
and 13th Days excepted. Now I beg Leave to 
aſſure the Publick, that this Child took no Manner 
of Medicine, but only Tar-water,- not one Drop of 
Sack or Sack-whey, her common Drink was two- 
milk Whey, or boiled Milk and Water, of which 
ſhe took plentifully, and always warm: By a Bleſ- 
ſing on which Method, ſhe is now livelier and hear- 
tier than before ſhe lay down, being only the 23d 
Day, this 28th of November 1945. g 
210. Mr. William Charleton, in November 1743, 
was attacked with a violent Fever, of which he 
ſeem' d to get the better, but relapſed immediately, 
under which he languiſned for ſome Time, and 
feemed paſt Hope; as an Addition to his Diſorder, 
an inflamed Ulcer fo affected his Throat inwardly, 
that he could not ſwallow ; upon this he ſent to me 
for Tar-waterz on taking which his Ulcer vaniſhed, 
his Appetite returned, his Fever entirely left him, 
without any bad Symptom, and the young Gentle: 
man is now, I thank Gop, both lively and ſtrong, 
from a very languiſhing dangerous State: All 
which, this Morning December 24, he thankfully 
acknowledged in my Room, where he took with me 
a Cup of Tar-water with the greateſt Alacrity. He 
lodges at Mr. Sil#'s oppoſite the Work-houſe. 

211. Jobn Mac Donald, now in the Work-houſc, 
was miſerably eat away with the King's-evil in 
many Parts of his Body, it conſumed halt his Face, 
ſo that he was nauſeous both to himſelf and others. 
This firſt happened to him in the Country: In 
Hopes of Relief, he ſet out for this City, and by 
Accident met the Biſhop of Cloyne, who adviſed 
him to Tar- water, and gave him ſome Money to 

rovide it. The Lad neglected this good Advice, 
t obtained Admiſſion: into one of the 
b where 
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where being twice ſalivated, but nothing better, he 
was turned out as incurable ; being in great Diſ- 
treſs, he came into the Work-houſe as a Vagabond, 
where he was ſalivated alſo, but his Evil ſtill conti- 
nued obſtinate, without the leaſt Sign of Relief, 
tho? reduced in a manner to a Shadow; as he was 
crawling about, I took notice of. him, and adviſed 
him to Tar-water, he complied, and in the Space of 
a Fortnight, he found ney ſenſible Relief, ſo con- 
tinued taking Tar-water about fix Weeks longer, 
which cured all che Ulcers of his Body; but where 
the Sores were, the Skin is drawn up in Wrinkles, 
_ without any Weakneſs or Pain. Thus far Mr. 
ac We 


212. An Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman of 
Veracity and Credit, relating to his own Caſe ; 
dated the 10th of December 1745. 


It is ſomewhat more than a Year ago I firſt med- 
dled with Tar water, only playing with it. I found 
it good for a ſlow Digeſtion, and a Strengthener of 
a weak Stomach. At Times I was wont to be trou- 
bled with the Piles, and with a Pain in the lower 
Part of my Back, in both which Caſes it befriend-- 
ed me. But afterward being pretty well at Eaſe, I 
thought but little of Tar-water, till the Beginning 
of Fuly laſt, when the fame Pain in the lower Part 
of my Back afflicted me ſo violently, as to cauſe me 
to apply to a Phyſician, from whom I gathered, 
that what I had deemed to be of the Gravel-kind, 
was gouty. However, I determined with myſelf 
to go into the Uſe of Tar-water in earneſt; which 
I have regularly done fince that Time, only with 
ſhore Intermiſſions now and then; and, by the divine 
Bleſſing, with much Advantage to my Health and 
Strength, Freedom of Spirits and Chearfulneſs, 
When I came into the regular Uſe of it, I took a 
Reſolution to oblige myſelf to as cool and mild Diet 
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as I could well bear, and to deal leſs than formerly 
in Fleſh· meat, and Malt: liquor, or Wane or Cyder: 
And many Times, I believe, much leſs than a Pound 
of Fleſh, and a Quart of thoſe Liquors / put toge 
ther, hath, ſerved me a Week. This. I did on Ac- 
count of its being warm, as I ſuppoſed, and Cordial 
in its Nature, concluding, it would ſufficiently ſupport. 
the Conſtitution, as the Effect has proved. Indeed, 
I find little or no Inclination' to drink except at 
Meals, and then leſs, than formerly, nor find the 
Want of Cordial, whilſt in the Uſe; of Tar-· water. 
I was near thirty Years old, when an -ulcerous 
Ailment came upon me in my Seat; and tis now 
ſomewhat more than thirty Years, that it hath been 
a running Grief or Iſſue, more or leſs, to be ſure 
ſome time in every Moon pretty plentifully dif- 
charging a purulent Matter; but this Diſcharge is 
now ſtopped by the Means of Tar-water. - | 
This Gentleman, though perfectly freed. from all 
his Ailments, yet 1s apprehenſive, that.the ſtopping, 
and healing up his Ulcer, may be attended with bad 
Conſequences, under the Notion, that the Want of 
ſuch a Diſcharge, which he has been ſo long ac- 
cuſtomed to, may occaſion ſome Diſorder elſe- where, 
and therefore would be adviſed about continuing 
the Uſe of Tar- water; and at the ſame. time, ſays, 
that having found it ſo friendly, he is afraid of being 
adviſed to forbear the Uſe of it, as long as the Be- 
nefit received is manifeſt in the Enjoyment of a better 
State of Health and Eaſe, ; unattended with any 
preſent Inconvenience. It is pleaſant to ſee how this 
Patient is frightened at his being cured of a running 
Ulcer, which had infeſted him for thirty Years : | 
He could not be perfectly cured, unleſs his Ulcer was 
healed, and there is nothing to fear from thence, as 
the peccant Humour was not repelled, or driven to 
other Parts, but corrected and mended ; ſuch is the 
wonderful Force of Tar-water in ſweetening the 
Blood and Juices, 213. In 
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213. In 8 1745, FY 2 — Cen- 
tlemen gave me at their reſpective Houſes in Cloyne, 
an Account of the Benefits they received by the Uſe 
, Tar- water. 

Mr. James Hanning, by caching Cold; was ſeized 
with a violent Fever in November 1743, his Feet 
and Legs were at firſt extreamly cold, his Head 
much diſturbed, and he loſt all Appetite, 'being 
judged by all to be in a dangerous Condition by the 
Height of his Feverz he had Recourſe to Tar- 
water, which he drank in Plenty, and took nothing 
elſe; in ten Days drinking, his Fever, and all other 
bad Symptoms went off, and in a Fortnight's Time 
he was perfectly recovered. 

214. Mr. Clement Foſter, who deals much there 
in the Worſted-trade, was in Summer 1744; ſeized 
with a Fever, which greatly affected him, and made 
him incapable to do any Buſineſs : He was adviſed to 
drink Tar-water, which had ſuch an Effect, that in 
ten Days his Fever turned to an Ague, which was 
ſo eaſy, that on the firſt taking the Bark, he was 
perfectly cured ; he informed me alſo, that he uſed 
to be troubled with one or two Fits of the Gour 
every Year for ſeveral Years paſt, but that he had 
no Return of it, ſince he began to drink Tar-water, 

215. Robert Dillon of Clonbrock in the County 
of Galway, Eſq; Member of Parliament, was 
pleaſed to give me the following Account in Fanu- 
ary 1745, that he had been afflicted with the Gout 
above fifteen Years, which became more violent eve- 
ry Year, that he uſed to be confined in the Fits for 
many Months together, with great Pain, and ſuch 
Weakneſs in his Limbs, that he could hardly walk 
that when he was out of the Fits, he was troubled 
in the Morning eſpecially, with a great uneaſineſs 
and loathing in his-Stomach, and a Diſcharge” of a 
__ = of Phlegm, that he had no Relief from. 


any 
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any Medicine he took; but that in Summer 1744, 
he began to driak Tar - water, which he has conti- 
nued for a Year and half without Intermiſſion, tak - 
ing conſtantly half a Pint in the Morning, and as 
much every Night, which he was encouraged to do 

the Benefit he received by it; all the Loathing in 
his Stomach is quite gone, and though he has now 
and then ſome Fits of the Gout, yet they happen 
but ſeldom, and laſt but a ſhort time with little or 
no Pain, and he now enjoys good Appetite and 
Spirits, though his Limbs are ſtill . and he 
thinks himſelf happy in compariſon of his former 
Condition. 2 

216. Henry Leſtrange of the King's County, Eſq; 
Member of Parliament, informed me in January 
1745, that he had been troubled with the Gout for 
ten Fears paſt, that about four Years ago he was 
ſeized with the Small-pox, from which he recovered 
with great Difficulty, that for a Year after he had 
no Return of the Gout, but that for the laſt three 
Years, the Gout returned upon him with more Vio- 
lence, ſo that he had a Fit every Autumn and Spring, 
that the Fit in the laſt Spring laſted three Months, 
which deprived him of Reſt, Appetite, and Spirits ; 
that being adviſed to drink Tar-water, he began to 
drink it in Summer 1745, which he has continued 
the Uſe of ever ſince, with ſuch good Effect, that 
he has had no Return of the Gout in the uſual Sea- 
ſon, nor any Symptom of it, and now enjoys a good 


Appetite, Flow of Spirits, and Freedom from all 


Uneaſineſs, and has the full Uſe and Strength of his 
Limbs as much as ever, and reſolves to drink Tar- 


water conſtantly, to which he imputes all his Re- 
co very. "Di | 

217. Colonel Charles Tottenham of Tottenbam- 
een, in the County of Wexford, En Member of 
rliament, informed me on the goth of January 1745, 


that he had been afflicted with a dead Ague for five 
| | Years, 
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Years, and had not any cold Fits, but that his hot 
Fits were very violent, being conſtantly attended 
with prodigious Sweats, which waſted and weaken- 
ed him greatly ; he had loſt his Appetite and Spirits, 
and though he took great Quantities of the Bark, 
he found himſelf the worſe for it. In this decaying 
Condition, he conſulted the Phyſicians in Dublin, 
and took their Preſcriptions without any Relief. 
But in Summer, 1744, he had Recourſe to Tar- 
water, which he drank cold, half a Pint in the 
Morning, and as much at Night for a Month or 
ſix Weeks, and found that the Tar-water griped him 
very much, and gave him no Relief ; upon which 
he diſcontinued the Uſe of it: but finding that his 
Diſorder ſtill grew worſe, and hearing that it was 
adviſed in Caſes of Agues, Colics, and Fevers, to 
drink Tar-water warm, and in ſmaller Quantities 
at a Time, he followed that Advice, and from the 
Moment he drank it Milk-warm, he found it agree 
with his Stomach, and got immediate Relief, and 
continuing to drink it plentifully in that Form, he 
has entirely got the better of his dead Ague, and is 
quite free from all Symptoms of it; he has reco- 
vered his Appetite, Spirits, and Reſt, and attributes 
his Recovery altogether to Tar-water, which he till 
drinks and reſolves always to drink, as it is no way 
diſagreeable to him, and ſo very uſeful. 

218. Mr. William Millan, Tape-weaverin Thomas- 
fireet, Dublin, informed me in Fanuary, 1745, that 
for many Years, he had been afflicted with the Gout, 
which gave him much Pain, and frequently con- 
fined him to his Chamber; that being adviſed to 
drink Tar-water, he did fo in the regular Manner, 
which gave him Spirits, Appetite, and Eaſe, by 
which, he is now able to attend all his Buſineſs 
abroad without Pain from the Gout; and though he 
has ſtill a Weakneſs in his Limbs, he imputes that 
to the Neceſſity of walking much abroad, which his 
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Affairs frequently require, and acknowledges the 
great Benefit he received by diinking Tar- water. 
219. Captain Solomon Debriſay, of the City of 
Dublin, favoured me with the ni Detail of 
his Caſe in January, 1745. He was troubled with 


a ſcorbutical Diſorder above twenty Years, for which 


he took ſeveral Medicines in England, France, and 
Ireland; and though he ſometimes had ſome Abate- 
ment of his Diſorder, yet at laſt it grew very vio- 
lent, breaking out into running Sores, and Scruff, 
and attended with great Pain, ſo that he could hard- 
ly ride or walk without great Uneaſineſs. In this 
Condition in September, 1744, he got an Inflam- 
mation of the Lungs and violent Cough, by catch- 
ing cold, for which he was blooded and vomited ; 
and when he had got the better of the Inflamma- 
tion, he took Tar-water to remove his Cough, at 
the Rate of a Pint a Day, which in a little-Time 
carried off his Cough ; and finding the Water to a- 
gree with him, and that it made him eaſier in the 
Scurvy, he continued the drinking of it for fix 
Months, by which Means, he was entirely cured of 
the Scurvy, without the leaſt Sore or Spot remain- 
ing, and has had no Return of it ſince that Time, 
though he has left off the Uſe of the Water, as hav- 
ing no farther Occaſion for it. 

220. Mr. George Rumford, aged ſeventy-five 
Years, who lives at the Black-pits, Dublin, was in 


the Year 1744, ſeized with a moſt violent Cough, 


attended with a continual Spitting of corrupt Stuff 
and Phlegm. In this dangerous Condition he made 
Uſe of every Thing the Doctors had ordered, with- 
out receiving the leaſt Benefit, upon which they 
gave him up as paſt all Hopes of Cure. But a 
Friend of his coming to ſee him, and finding him 
given over, beg'd he would drink Tar-water, which 
he did in the Quantity of a Pint each Day, till he 
made uſe of three Gallons of Tar- water; in 5 

ime, 
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Time, he was quite recovered, freed from his violent 
Cough and Spitting, and reſtored to a good Ap- 
tite, and is now in a great Flow of Spirits, and as 
well as he could wiſh for one of his Years, and he 
verily believes, that, had it not been for Tar- water, 
he would have been dead long ago, and that he 
owes his Life to the Uſe of it. | 
221. James Reyly, Servant to Mr. Phepoe Brewer 
in Mill-ftreet, was in the Year 1745, afflicted with 
an Aſthma, Shortneſs of Breath, and great Cough, 
and at the fame Time, his Belly, Thighs, and Legs 
were {ſwollen to a monſtrous Size, ſo that he could 
not walk or breath but with great Difficulty, and he 
loſt all Appetite z he made uſe of many Things pre- 
ſcribed for him without receiving any Benefit, and 
he continued in this miſerable Way for ſome Time; 
but hearing of the Effects of Tar-water, and what 
Relief others had received from it, he began imme. 
diately to drink it, about a Pint a Day, until he had 
made uſe of a Gallon, by which Time his Breath 
was reſtored, his Cough was gone, and all the Swel- 
lings in his Body and Limbs fell away, and he re- 
covered a good Appetite, and could eat three Times 
for once he could before. He had alſo at the ſame 
Time a great Scurvy in his Face, which was alſo 
carried off by drinking Tar-water, and he is now 
hearty and well, and able to go through his Buſi- 
neſs as well as ever. | 
222. Mr, Enoch Maſon, who lives with Mr. Bur- 
ſiquot, Clothier, near Eſſex-bridge, gave me the fol- 
lowing Particulars of his Diſorder, on the 31ſt of 
January, 1745. He had been troubled with rheuma- 
tick Pains in his Joints for fifreen Years, which he 
could not remove by any of the Medicines he took; 
but in 1744, his Diforder appeared in a new Form; 
he had great Difficulty of breathing, inſomuch, 
that he could not lye down in hisBed tor fix Weeks, 
his Belly was drawn up, _ he ſuffered great 3 
2 the 
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the Phyſician called it a Contraction of the Bowels ; 
he could not ſleep by Reaſon of his Pains and Dif- 
ficulty of breathing, and though he took many com- 
poling Draughts, which made him doze, yet he got 
no Refreſhment : he went thorough the common 
Cdurſe of Phyſick, vomiting and other Preſcriptions, 
which giving him no Relief, his Caſe was judged 
to be deſperate, and accordingly, he was adviſed to 
go into the Country and drink Milk, which might 
poſſibly prolong his Life for ſome Time, but with- 
out any Hopes that he could laſt long. At this 
Time, he heard much of Tar-water, and was ad- 
viſed to drink it, which he did at the Rate of a 
Pint a Day; which in a little Time removed the 
Contraction in his Belly, reſtored him to a Free- 
dom of breathing, and brought him to a good Ap- 


petite, ſo that he mended every Day, and continued 


to drink the Water, obtained a perfect Recovery 
from his Rheumatiſm, and all his other Diſorders, 
which he attributes altogether to the Uſe of Tar- 
Water. 

223. Mr. Jobn Miltinſon, Clerk in the Surveyor 
General's Office in the Caſtle of Dublin, informed 
me the firſt of February, 1745, that he had the 
Misfortune to break his Leg x * Slip in the Street, 
which confined him for three Months; that by lay- 
ing ſo long on his Back in Bed, he got the Gravel, 
which gave him great Uneaſineſs ; that at the ſame 
Time, by catching cold, he loſt his Hearing, and 
was ſo deaf, that he could not hear the Drums, that 
beat near his Chamber in the Caſtle. To eaſe him 
of his Gravel, he was adviſed to drink Tar-water, 
and he had not drunk above a Gallon, when, to his 
Surprize, he found his Deafneſs carried off, and he 
could hear as well as ever he did, and continuing to 
drink Tar-water, which he found very diuretick, 
he voided a ſmall rough craggy Stone, and, by De- 
grees, a great Deal of Gravel; and he is now en- 

tirely 
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tirely free from all Pains or Symptoms of the Gravel, 
and hears perfectly well. 

224. Matthew Haynes, Sword Cutler, at the 
Black Lyon on the Blind-quay, oppoſite to Mr. Tho- 
mas's Mohogany Ware-houſe, informed me on the 
firſt of February, 1745, that he was for fifteen 
Months ill of a Decay. He was ſo ſore and ſtreight- 
ened all over his Body, that he could not bear his 
Apron or his Cloths on without much Pain; he had 
loſt all Appetite and Reſt, and was brought ſo low, 
that he was not able to work at his Trade, or even 
to go up or down Stairs without Help; and though 
he was oppreſſed with Phlegm, and could hardly 
breath, yet he dared not cough or ſpit, on Account 
of the great Pain cauſed thereby in his Breaſt and 
Body. Being in this miſerable Condition, he was 
adviſed by Mr. Bradiſb, who employed him, to drink 
Tar-water, and being reſolved to try any Thing re- 
commended to him, he incautiouſly drank near a 
Pint of cold Tar-water at once, which he inſtantly 
threw up with great Violence, together with a great 
Deal Phlegm. He then thought himſelf a dead Man, 
and was for ſending for a Clergyman to pray with 
him for the laſt Time, as he thought ; but in a 
few Minutes after he found himſelf much eaſier in 
his Stomach and Cheſt, and mended all the Day. 
This good Effect reconciled him to Tarwater, and 
made him reſolve to drink it in ſmaller Quantities 
and Milk-warm, which he did twice a Day, half a 
Pint each Time, and, by continuing to rink it that 
Way for ſome Time, all the Sores in his Breaſt and 
Body went away, he breathed with Eaſe, and re- 
covered his Reſt and Appetite, and eats a hearty 
Breakfaſt, which he never could do before in his 
beſt State of Health. He is able to work at his 
Trade as formerly, and is perſuaded that he owes 
his Life to Tar-water. 
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225. An Extraft from a Letter of William Pleaſant's 
of Knockbeg in the County of Carlow, Eſq; to 
Thomas Prior, Z/q; dated February, 4, 1745. 


The Perſon who received ſuch great Benefit by 
drinking Tar-water, was a Boy who drove my 
Plough ; he laboured under what was judged, by 
moſt who ſaw him, a ſcrophulous Diſorder, or 
Kings-evil; he had ſeveral ulcerous Sores about his 
gow and Neck, which continued running for great 

art of ſome Years. His Mother, who had ſome 
Knowledge in Herbs, applyed different Kinds to 
his Sores, which eaſed a little, but had no other 
Succeſs. 

I recommended him to a Friend in Dublin, who 
prevailed on ſome Gentlemen of Skill, to endeavour 
to cure him. They had Compaſſion on the Crea- 
ture, and gave him Medicines, but they alſo prov- 
ed ĩneffectual. My Friend then gave him Tar- 
water; when he had taken a ſmall Quantity, he 
found more Relief from it, than he had done from 
all that had been done for him before. He return- 

ed to his Mother, and I ſupplyed him with Tar- 
water; and as well as I can remember, he had not 
taken a Gallon of it, when the Ulcers began to dry, 
and his Face, which was very much ſwollen with 
his Diſtemper, began to reaſſume its natural Form. 
He left me laſt Spring, and ſtayed for me till Harv- 
eſt. At his Return, he told me, that Tar-water 
had cured him, and that his Diſorder had given 
him no Uneaſineſs, the Time he was abſent from 


me. Iam 


| Your moſt humble Servant, 
| William Pleaſants. 


226. Mr. Patrick Butler, Shoemaker 'in Crane- 
lane, Dublin, informed me on the 5th of February, 


1745, that he had been afflicted with the 9 
eiim 
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tiſm for ſeveral Years, that about two Years ago, 
the Fits were ſo violent, that he was layed up three 
Months together, that for eight Days in that Time, 
he could not ſtir Hand or Foot, and was turned in 
his Head by other People, the rheumatick Pains hay- 
ing ſeized his whole Body ; that when the Violence 
of the Fit abated in 1744, he made uſe of Tar- 
water, which in a little Time gave him great Re- 


lief, which encouraged him to perſiſt in the Uſe of 


it ever ſince, with ſuch good Effect, that all his 
rheumatic Pains are gone, and he has had no Return 
of them ſince he began to drink the Water : he has 
got the full Strength of his Limbs, Appetite, and 
Spirits, and reſolves to drink Tar-water conſtantly, 
finding that if he gets any twitching in his Limbs 


by cold or ſharp Weather, Tar-water immediately - 


relieves him. 

227. William Heany, Shoemaker, Journeyman 
to the ſaid Mr. Butler, was in 1744, ſeized with ſuch 
violent Pains in his Legs, that he could not walk, 
reſt, or work at his Trade. He was adviſed to 
drink Tar-water, which he did, and found in a 
little Time all his Pains go off, and was reſtored 
to the full Uſe of his Limbs, and able to get his 
Bread by his Trade, though before, he was appre- 
henſive that he ſhould not be able to ſubſiſt, hav- 
ing no other Means to ſupport him but his Labour, 
which-the Violence of his Pains diſabled him from 
performing. 

228. Mrs. Bonvillet, who lives in Kings-ſtreet, 
near Stephen*s-green, informed me on the 3d of 
February, 1745, that near twenty-eight Years ago 
ſhe had the Misfortune to fall down Stairs, and 
pitched upon her Shoulder, which occaſioned a 
Contuſion in that Part, but as the Pain ſoon went 
off, ſhe did not then take any Care about it. She 
afterwards obſerved a Sort of Pimple in that Part, 
but finding no Pain in it, ſhe ſtill neglected it. 
B99 I 4 | However, 
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However, it ſtill increaſed every Year, without any 
| Manner of Pain, till in the Year 1744, it had form- 
| ed a Wen of an enormous Size, which ſpread from 
her Shoulders to one of her Ears, and under her 
Arm: pit, as large as the Mould of a Hat; ſo that 
ſhe was obliged to enlarge her Cloaths to cover it, 
| and hide the Deformity ; but as ſhe had no Pain with 
\ it, ſhe neglected all Thoughts of preventing its 
1 Progreſs, which might ha ve been eaſily effected in 
the Beginning: but in 1744, ſhe found herſelf 
| troubled with other Ailments, with Vapours, Low- 
neſs of Spirits, want of Appetite and Reſt, which 
greatly reduced her; for removing theſe laſt Diſ- 
orders, ſhe was adviſed to drink“ Tar-water, which 
| ſhe did regularly for a conſiderable Time. The firſt 
1 Effect was, that in a little Time ſhe recovered her 
Appetite, got Reſt and Spirits, and was freed from 
all her Vapours and Diſturbance in her Stomach, 
if and has continued well from thoſe Diſorders ever 
1 ſince; as ſhe found that Tar- water did her ſo much 
if Service, ſhe {till drank it for ſeveral Months, and 
1 obſerved, that in ſome Time, the great Wen on 
her Shoulders began to grow foft and fall away. This 
encouraged her to continue the drinking of the 
Water, and in a few Months after the Wen was re- 
duced to a Fourth of its firſt Size, and daily grew 
ſofter, and ſeemed to have ſome floating Roots in 
it : finding herſelf eaſy, and in ſo good a Way, 
ſhe laid aſide Tar-water for ſome Months before the 
Wen was quite diſperſed, and then found that it 
1 began to grow hard and ſwell again; upon which, 
| ſhe has of late reſumed her Tar-water, of which ſhe 
4 drinks near a Quart a Day, and finds that the Hard- 
neſs and Swelling have already greatly abated ; and 
. ſhe reſolves to perſiſt in the conſtant Uſe of it, in 
full Hopes that in ſome Time ſhe will quite get rid 
of her Wen. And her Hopes are the greater, con- 
ſidering the Benefit which a French Gentlemen 4 
| celv 
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ceived by it in a parallel Cafe : This Gentleman had, 
as ſhe informed me, a great Lump, that by De- 
grees grew on the Crown of his Head, which be- 
came at laſt as large as an Egg, inſomuch, that 
he could hardly keep his Hat on his Head, and 
though it was not attended with Pain, it was 
troubleſome. The Gentleman took Tar- water for 
ſome other Diſorder, from which he was relieved, 
and found at the ſame Time, that this Lump or 
Wen ſoftened and waſted by Degrees, and that at 
laſt it quite melted away and vaniſhed, 

229. Mr. Fobn Wilmey, Silver-ſmith, who lives 
in Coles-alley, near Caſtle. ſtxꝛet, informed me on the 
5th of February, 1745, that by an Accident he got 
a Hurt in his Shin-bone, which cauſed a Running 
and Swelling, and being laid open by a Surgeon, 
was in ſome Time healed; yet he after found, 
that a Humour flowed to and ſwelled the Part, 
and gave him great Uneaſineſs. He had at the 
ſame -Time, a Lump or Excreſcence on the Crown 
of his Head, which grew to the Size of a fmall 
Egg, at leaſt an Inch high, and was ſo angry and 
ſore, that the leaſt Thing that touched it, gave 
him great Pain, and he could hardly bear a Hat on 
his Head. His Mother had alſo the like Lumps 
on her Head. He was adviſed to take Tar-water 
for the firſt Ailment, which he did for three 
Months, and. though he drank ſcarce half a Pint 
a Day, yet he ſoon found a great Abatement of 
the Swelling and Uneaſineſs in his Leg; and to his 
great Surprize the Excreſcence on his Head grew 
eaſy and melted away, and beeame as flat as any 
Part of his Head, and finding ſuch Benefit from * 
the Water, he reſolves to take it in greater Quanti- 
ty for the future. 

230. Mrs. Morgan, Wife of Mr. Morgan, Pat- 
ten-maker at Nicholas-gate, Dublin, informed me 
on the 3d of February, 1745, that ſhe had been 
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troubled with a paralytic Diſorder for ſome Time ; 
that her Fingers were ſo drawn up, that ſhe could 
hardly open them, that ſhe was hardly able to walk 
in the Streets, her Feet were ſo tottering and weak, 
and very cold and ſtiff; and ſhe was apprehenſive 
that ſhe would quite loſe the Uſe of them, and have 
a Palzy all over her Body, as nothing that ſhe took 
gave her any Relief; and hearing that Tar-water 
was uſeful in many Diſtempers, ſhe reſolved to try 
it in her own Caſe, and ſoon found a ſenſible Benefit; 
in fix Weeks drinking ſhe recovered the Uſe of her 
Fingers and Hands, got Strength, Warmth, and 
Suppleneſs in her Limbs, and by continuing the 
drinking of the Water, ſhe has recovered the full 
Uſe of them, and now walks with Eaſe. She laid a- 
ſide Tar-water for ſeveral Months, and, if ſhe finds 
herſelf out of Order at any Time, ſhe has Recourſe 
to the Tar-water, which always gives her Relief. 
231. Mr. Hewetſon, between ſeventy and eighty 
Years old, who lives in Schoolbouſe-lane, informed 
me the 3d of February 1745, that he had been for 
many Years troubled with the Gout, during which 
Time, he was ſure of having a Fit the Beginning of 
every Winter, which laid him up for ſeveral Months; 
but that in Summer 1744, he drank Tar-water for 
ſeveral Months running, and the Effect was, that 
he had no Fit of the Gout in the Winter 1744, 
and got a good Stomach and Spirits, and walked 
tolerably well without Pain; in Summer 1745, he 
drank ſome Tar-water, and then laid it quite aſide 
for ſix Months: together, but in Winter 1745, on 
_ catching cold, he had a Return of the Gout, at- 
' tended with great Weakneſs in his Limbs, though 
with little Pain; and it is probable, that, had he 
continued taking Tar-water all along in ſufficient 
Quantity, and avoided catching cold, he would 
either have had no Fit at all, or a ſlight one. In 


| ſuch Caſes, Tar-water ſhould be drank warm * 
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the Fit, in the Fit, and after the Fit, at leaſt a Pint 
a Day, or a Quart, which would be much better, 
without any Danger from the Quantity, and with 
t Comfort to the Patient. 
232. Mr. Francis Watſon, Sadler in Capel- Street, 
informed me on the 4th of February 1745, that he 
had been troubled with a Stuffing, Wind and Op- 
preſſion in his Stomach for five or ſix Years paſt, at- 
tended at Night · time with a Difficulty of breathing, 
and with a great Cough in the Mornings, which 
made him ſtrain and heave, and deprived him of 
his Stomach and Digeſtion ; that in 1743, he was 
firſt ſeized with the Gout, and had another Fit in 
1744, which was followed by a Fit of the Gravel. 
That in OFober 1744, he began to drink Tar-wa- 
ter at about half a Pint a Day, which he continued 
to do till Chriſtmas following, with ſuch good Ef- 
fect, that in three Weeks Time he found great Be- 
nefit, and ſoon after he was free from the Wind and 
Oppreſſion in his Stomach, breathed freely, reco- 
vered his Appetite, loſt his Cough, and diſcharged 
a great deal of Gravel without Pain, and has had 
no Return of the Gout ever fince ; and he now con- 
tinues perfectly well, and free from all his former 
Diſorders, and at Times ſtill drinks Tar-water. 
233. Mr. Paſqualino the Muſician, now in Dub- 
lin, informed me on the 8th of February 1745, that 
having played a Part in Mr. HandePs grand Orato- 
rio of Deborah, which was performed on Thurſday ' 
the 23d of Fanuary 1745, for the Support of the 
Charitable Infirmary on the Zmns-quay, and being in 
a great Heat and Sweat, was after the Performance 
- expoſed to a very cold Air near half an Hour, by 
'the Footmen breaking into the Room where he 
was; by which he was immediately ſtruck with a 
cold ſhivering, and was ſo much out of Order that 
he could not ſleep one Wink that Night. In the 
Morning, on Friday, he had a violent — 
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Colic Pains, and great Heat all over his Body, 
which obliged him to keep his Bed. By four 0'- 
Clock in the Afternoon, his Fever grew ſo high 
and violent, that he became a little delirious ; his 
Wife had a mind to fend for a Phyſician, but as he 
had been cured of a Fever ſome Time before by 
drinking Tar water, he ordered, that Tar-water 
ſhould be got for him in plenty, and nothing elle ; 
which he began to drink about five o'Clock Milk- 
warm, near half a Pint every Quarter of an Hour, 
and continued to drink at that Rate till eight 
o*'Clock next Morning, on Saturday, bating ſome 
little Intermiſſions, when he got a little Sleep; 
though he had given Directions to his Servant, to 
awake him if he ſhould happen to ſleep, and make 
him drink the Water; and he computed, that in 
the ſaid Space of Time, he drank eight Quarts : 
And the Effect was, that during the whole Night, 
he was in high Spirits, had a great Perſpiration, 
and by eight o'Clock in the Morning, his Heat and 
Fever had quite left him, and he was perfectly ea- 
ſy, and very hungry. On Saturday he kept his Bed 
by way of Precaution againſt catching cold, free 
from all Symptoms of a Fever ; and on Sunday, 
went abroad, and took the Air, being perfectly re- 
covered. 

234. A Gentlewoman near Sycamore-Alley, Dub- 
lin, informed -me on the 12th of February 1745, 
that ſhe had been troubled with Fits for ſome Time, - 
which came upon her all at. once without any pre- 
vious Symptom, and deprived her of her Senſes for 
three, four, or five Minutes at a Time ; that theſe 
Fits became more frequent, and diſordered her Spi- 
rits and Mind, and ſhe was apprehenſive, that ſhe 
would be carried off in one of them, She took ſe- 
veral Things to prevent their Return, without any 
Effect. She was adviſed to drink Tar-water, and 
though ſhe had no Opinion of it, yet ſhe complyed 

to 
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to ſatisfy the Deſires of her Friends in trying every 
Thing they recommended. She drank near a Pint 
a Day for five Days, in Fuly 1745, and found no 
Return of her Fits, and got good Appetite and 
Spirits ; at the End of five Days, ſhe obſerved a 
great Itching all over her Body, and ſoon after, a 
great Number of black Spots appeared all over her 
Arms, Shoulders, and Body, as black as Ink. She 
then thought that ſhe was poiſoned by Tar-water, 
and exclaimed againſt it ; but her Friend who re- 
commended Tar-water, came to ſee her in this Con- 
dition, and finding that ſhe was in good Spirits, 
and otherwiſe very well, told her, that ſince the 
Water had driven that Humour out on the Surface 
of her Body, it was ſo far from doing her Harm, 
that it did her all the Service imaginable z and en- 
couraged her to perſiſt in drinking it, ſince it has 
fo good an Effect, which ſhe continued to do for 
two or three Months in ſmall Quantities ; and ſhe 
found in a little Time, that all the black Spots firſt 
became yellow, and by Degrees diſappeared one . 
after another, ſo that ſhe became entirely freed from 
them, and has had no Return of the Fits ſince ſne 
began to drink Tar-water, but found, that, by get- 
ting a greater Appetite, ſhe has grown much fatter 
that ſhe was before. 
235. A Captain of a Man of War in 1744, in- 
formed me, that he had been troubled” with the 
ſeveral Years, and had taken many Medi- 
Cines, and went to Bath, and drank the Waters, bur 
all to no Purpoſe ; his Diſorder rather increaſed, 
and broke out in Sores, and Scurff over his Arms 
and other Parts of his Body, eſpecially his Head, 
which he could not ſuffer to be ſhaved ; but that 
by taking Tar-water fix Weeks, all the Sores, Spots 
and Scurff went off, and he became as hail and 
clean as ever he was, with a great Increaſe of Ap- 
petite. a 
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I ſhall now give an Account of ſome Caſes com- 
municated to me from Gentlemen of Character and 
Veracity, who aſſured me of the Truth of the Facts, 
but did not think proper to mention the Names of 
=> Patients, moſt of them being of the female 
236. Two Siſters in this Kingdom, at the ſame 
Time drank Tar-water, the one for a Strangury, 
the other for a Diabetes, and both were cured, in a 
little Time, of thoſe oppoſite Diſorders, 
237. A Gentlewoman had a Deafneſs, which 
daily increaſed, fo that ſhe was apprehenſive of quite 
loſing her Hearing; ſhe had drank Tar-water in 
ſmall Quantities ſeveral Weeks with no Effect; but 
being adviſed to take double the Quantity of the 
Water every Day, ſhe did ſo, and was ſoon after 
cured of her Deafneſs. | | 

238. One Gentleman was cured of an habitual 
Coſtiveneſs by Tar-water, and another was made 
coſtive by it. 

239. Two Gentlewomen near Youghall, were 
likewiſe affected in different Ways, one was made 
coſtive, and the other looſe by Tar-water. | 

240. An old Beggar-Woman with a moſt ſhock- 
ing cancerated Breaſt, was in a few Days much 
better by drinking and waſhing the Sores with 
Tar-water, 

241. A Woman that was twice married, and 

et never was with Child, took Tar-water for a Diſ- 
order ſhe laboured under, and conſtantly drank it 
for a conſiderable Time, which removed her Ail- 
ment. She ſoon after became -pregnant, and ſhe 
imputes her Pregnancy to Tar-water. I deſired to 
know whether her Husband alſo drank Tar-water, 
and I was affured that he drank it at the ſame Time. 
Many other Inſtances have been mentioned to me of 
Perſons who unexpectedly became with Child, which 
they verily believe was owing to the Uſe of Tar- 
Water. 242. 
8 | 
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242, A young Lady was cured by Tar-water of 
violent Head-achs, to which ſhe had been long ſub- 
; 243. A poor Woman, whoſe Legs were mon- 
ftroutly ſwollen, and deformed with Ulcers, was ad- 
viſed to apply Tar as a Salve or Poultice, and to 
drink Tar-water at the ſame Time, which ſhe did, 
and was ſoon perfectly cured, having before in vain 
uſed many Things preſcribed for her. 

244. A Gentleman's Servant had the Misfortune 
of having a Coach-wheel run over his Foot, which 
was thereby terribly bruiſed and ſwollen to a great 
Size with much Pain. A Poultice of Tar was ap- 
plied to the Part, which ſoon put an End to both 
the Swelling and Pain. 

245. A Maid Servant, who for many Years had 
a Tetter in her Arm, conſulted a Country Practiti- 
oner, who applied the blue Stone, upon which her 
Arm ſwelled up to her Shoulder, and was pained 
to ſuch a Degree, that her Maſter apprehended ſhe 
might loſe it. He then made her waſh and foment 
it with hot ſtrong Tar-water, and apply a Plaiſter 
or Poultice of warm Tar, which ſpeedily cured both 
the Ulcer and Swelling. 

246. A Gentleman in an eminent Station, was 
troubled with a fixed Pain in his Side for two 
Years, he took ſeveral Medicines without Benefit. 
He was adviſed to drink Tar-water, which he did 
for a conſiderable Time; and he aſſured me of late, 
that his Pain is quite removed, and that he is at 

Eaſe from that Diſorder. 
247. A Perſon ill of the Ague, was cured in 
January 1745, by drinking two Quarts of Tar- 
water warm in the cold Fit. 

248. Many Parts of the Country have been of 
late infeſted with ſore Throats, whereby ſeveral 
Children have died, but thoſe, who drank a Gallon 
of warm Tar-water a Day, immediately 2” | 
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of it, without any other Application, as I am aſ- 
ſured by a Perſon of Credit. 

2249. Many Inſtances have been communicated 
to me of the great Succeſs and Efficacy of Tar- 
water in the Cure of venereal Diſorders, Gleets, 
Sc. but in ſuch Caſes, Names are not to be men- 

_ tioned. But in Charity to thoſe unhapy Creatures 
who labour under ſuch Ailments, it may be proper 
to hint ſo much, and to recommend to them the 
ſole conſtant copious drinking of Tar-water, viz. 
one Quart a Day at ſix or eight Glaſſes, which 
without any other Medicine, but only a prudent 
Regimen, avoiding the catching of Cold, and eat- 
ing-of improper Food, has been found in many In- 
ſtances to work a perfect Cure. 

250. A. Gentlewoman in the Country had hurt 
her Leg, which being neglected grew exceeding 
bad, a Gangrene was apprehended, ſhe had a Phy- 
fician and Surgeon from Cork to attend her. After 
ſome Months phyſicking, cutting and tenting, 
they abandoned her, declaring ſhe muſt never hope 
to recover the Uſe of her Leg, which was waſted 
and uſeleſs, and left her with a running Ulcer kept 
open with Tents, Her Son came to the Gentle- 
man, who gave me this Information, to know whe- 
ther ſhe might not take Tar-water with the Bark, 
which had been preſcribed by the Doctor. She was 
adviſed to abſtain from the Bark, from the Surge- 
on's Fomentation, and every other Thing but ſim- 
ply Tar- water; whereof ſhe ſhould take three Pints 
daily in nine Glaſſes, which in three Weeks quite 
cured her, to the Surprize of all the Neighbour- 
hood, She had a Houſe full of Children, who de- 

nded on her Care, and who had deſpaired of her 

fe. nd £ 

251. A Maid Servant was ſeized with a vehe- 

ment Fever and Stitch, on the 19th of April 1744, 


in the Morning; her Face as red as Crimſon, her 
Pulſe 
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Pulſe exceeding high, ſcarce able to utter a Word 
for the grea: Oppreſſion about her Heart, and her 
Blood and Fleſh hot in an extreme Degree, with 
other Symptoms declarative of the worſt Kind of 
Fever and Pleuriſy. Her Caſe was looked upon as 
deſperate from the Manner of her falling ill; which 
was, that the Night before, after hard Work in the 
Houſe, being in a Heat and Sweat, ſhe drank a 
great Quantity of cold ſmall Liquor, and after that 
ſat abroad in the open cold Evening Air in her 
Sweat. In this threatening Caſe, ſhe was ordered 
to drink five Quarts of Tar-water in ten Hours, 
which ſhe did with ſuch good Effect, that the next 
Morning her Fever left her, and ſhe was ſo well re- 
cover*d, that ſhe put on her Cloaths, and was rea- 
dy to go to work, but ſhe was ordered to ke 
quiet in Bed for a Day or two longer. This la 
Caution is found neceſſary to prevent a Relapſe, 
which Patients in ſuch Caſes are ſubject to by catch- 
ing the Jeaſt Cold ; for as they find. themſelves in 
high Spirits, and free from the Fever they imagine 
themſelves to be quite recovered before they are out 
of Danger, and therefore *tis found neceſſary, that 
the Patient ſhould keep quiet in Bed for a Day or 
two longer, in which Time the Danger of a Relapſe 
may be over. There is nothing ſa much to be ap- 
prehended in Fevers cured by Tar- water, as an Opi- 
nion of their being relieved and quite out of Danger 
before they are really ſo. Soil Sabie: bon os 
252. On Wedneſday, the 1ſt of Auguſt 1744, 4 
a young Boy about nine Years old, was ſeized with 
a dangerous Illneſs, a Peripneumony or Inflamma- 
tion of the Lungs, ſhort Coughs, Pain, Soreneſy 
in the Throat and Thorax, Difficulty of rome, 
glazed Eyes, Scarlet Checks, and burning Heat, In 
this Condition h& was put to Bed, and drank Tar 
water five Pints the firſt Day, and about two Quarts 
the ſecond, at a Glaſs every half Hour, The firſt 
t aid ae. | 
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Day, it produced an extraordinary Diſcharge by 
Urine; the Second, it threw him into moiſt Perſpi- 
rations, and ſometimes Sweats; every Glaſs put Life 
into him, eaſed his Symptoms, and kept him in 
continual high Spirits and good Appetite; on Fri- 
day, which was two Days following, he was paſt 
all Danger. Ic was remarkable, that on drinking 
Water coloured with Milk (which he deſired) he 
conſtantly relapſed, and was as immediately eaſed 
upon taking a Glaſs of pure Tar-water. The Child 
was ſo ſenſible of this, that he cryed out, Mamma, 
What is this Tar-water made of, that it is ſuch a 
s fuddzn Cure? It was of this Diſorder that the 
late Biſhops of Oſory and Elpbin died: There is no 
Diſtemper more threatening and ſudden, than a 
Pleuriſy or an Inflammation of the Lungs. The 
moſt copious Bleedings are preſcribed by Phyſicians, 
even to ſeventy or eighty Ounces ; but without 
bleeding, bliſtering, or any other Medicine, Tar- 
water alone effects the Cure; were the World ſuffi- 
- Giently apprized of its Virtue in acute Caſes, that 
alone * preſerve a Multitude of Lives. To 
induce the Child to drink plentifully of Tar- water, 
they gave him a Groat a Glaſs, and he earn'd half 
4 Guinea in two Days. This is the only Way to 
prevail on young Children to drink it, and *tis ſur- 
" prizing how foon they recover Strength and Spirits, 
who ate recovered. from Fevers by the ſole Uſe of 
Tar- water | 
253. A Boy was ſeized with a violent Fever in 
September, 1744, having wetted his Shoes and 
Stockings (a new Thing to him) and fuffered them 
to dry on his Feet. The Attack was violent, 
firſt a ſhivering cold Fit, then blood-ſhot Eyes, wild 
Look, burning Heat all over his Body ; he drank a 
Gallon of Tar- water, which made him vomit, aſter 
that he ſlept and ſweated moſt copioully for ſixteen 
Hours, and when he awoke, was outragiouſly hun- 
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gry, and in very high Spirits, every Symptom re- 
duced very low, and the Fever almoſt gone the 
third Day; but was kept in Bed two Days longer, 
to prevent a Relapſe. 

254. In Ofober, 1744, a Boy was ſeized with a 
violent Fever, and being put to Bed, he drank near 
two Quarts of Tar-water the firſt Hour, and con- 
tinued drinking very copiouſly. The next Day, he 
was in Appearance very well, but he was kept 
quiet from all Company, and confined in Bed one 
Day longer; after the third Day, he was as well as 
ever. 

255. Another young Lad in October, 17444 
was ſeized with a violent racking Pain all over his 
Body, attended with a hot Fever; about Noon, 
he was put to Bed, and at a Groat a Glaſs, he drank 
in nine Hours twenty-five Half-pint-glaſſes of Tar- 
water; with all which (what is very ſingular) he 
did not ſweat, but vented it all by Urine z and his 
Pain and Fever left him at nine a Clock at Night; 
and next Day, was hearty, merry, and in as good 
a Temper, as ever in his Life. It is wonderful 
in this Medicine, that it works as an emetic, diu- 
retic, diaphoretic, ſudorific or cordial, as the Caſe 
and Conſtitution requires, and that this alone ſhould, 
as one may ſay, in the twinkling of an Eye, cure all 
thoſe Fevers of different Kinds. 

256. In January 1744, a young Woman was 
miſerably rormented with a Pain and Swelling in 
her Side, which threw her into a Feveriſh Diſorder, 
She drank Tar-water copiouſly, and in a ſhort time 
found herſelf eaſy and well. It is to be noted, that 
ſhe applied a Plaiſter of Tar and Honey to the Part, 
which ripened, broke, and then healed it, ſhe; 
drinking Tar-water all the Time. | . 

257. A Gentleman in February 1944, had the 
Gout five Days; at firſt he drank Sack Whey, and 
his Pain and Fever were violent, ſo as to paſs a 
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whole Night awake and reſtleſs. From that time 
he drank nothing ſtrong, but doubled or tribled 
his Dozes of Tar- water; this made him ſleep ſound 
every Night after, and kept up his Appetite and 
Spirits, ſo that he then reckoned his Gout as 
good as over, and in a few Days after, was free 
from it. 

258. Mr. Foulks, Captain in the Army; Mr. 
Philips, who lodges at the Watch-maker's in Crane- 
lane, and ſeveral others have informed me, that 
having had frequent Firs of the Gout, they drank 
Tar-water ; and though they took it but in ſmall 

uvantities, they found great Benefit from it; their 
Fits either not returning at the uſual Time they 
expected them, and when they did, they had leſs 
Pain and ſhorter Fits. 

259, One of my Correſpondents informed me in 
February 1744, that his Daughter being ſeized with 
the Small-pox, he gave her no other Medicine than 
Tar- water, which ſhe drank all the time, and that 
ſhe had it very favonrably with little or no Sick- 
neſs. 

260. A Boy was very ill of a Worm-fever in 
February 1744, when the Small-pox ſeized him 
both Evils joined, made his Caſe extremely bad. 
He was treated as only ill of Worms, the Small- 
pox not being then apprehended. He was reduced 
to the loweſt State, without Senſe or Motion, and 
many Cordials were applied to bring him to him- 
ſelf; but all to no Purpoſe, till a few Spoonfuls of 
Tar-water poured down his Throat without his 
Knowledge, brought him from Death to Life ; 
and» by continuing the drinking Tar- water, the 
Child recovered daily, and was ſoon perfectly well. 
My Correſpondent ſays, that they never had a 
ſtronger Inſtance of the Efficacy of Tar-water, (and 
its Superiority to all other Cordials) than _ 
* 4 ild's 
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Child's extreme Illneſs, much heightened by the un- 
common and fierce Severity of the Weather. 

261. In March 1744, a Boy complained heavi- 
ly of a Stitch about eight a Clock in the Morning; 
he was immediately put to Bed, and in about an 
Hour drank eight Glaſſes of Tar- water, at three 
Glaſſes to a Pint; then fell into a ſound Sleep. and 
againſt three a Clock in the Afternoon was up, dreſt 
and well, as if nothing had ailed him. 

262, In April 1745, a Labourer in the Coun- 
try, having been taken ill, was bled a little, only 
one Plate; he afterwards grew very ill of a violent 
Pleuriſy, attended with ſpitting of Blood; he then 
betook himſelf to his Bed, and drank copiouſly of 
Tar-water, which quite recovered him, when his 
Caſe had been thought deſperate. 

263. A Gentlewoman in April 1745, took the 
Air in a cold dry windy Day ; that Afternoon, ſhe 
was taken with ſomething like a Palſy, not being 
able to walk or ſtand upwright. She went to Bed, 
grew feveriſh, and drank immenſely of Tar water, 
a moderate Glaſs every Quarter of an Hour, which 
ſhe continued to drink the next Day in ſmaller 
Quantity ; the Morning following, ſhe could turn 
ealily in her Bed, (which ſhe could not do before) 
and her Fever and blunt Pain in her Back and 
Limbs left her, and the Day following ſhe was quite 
recovered. | 

264. A Man Servant had a pleuritic Stitch, 
which he concealed, and went about the Houſe with 
it for two Days. After this he was violently ill, went 
to Bed in a Fever, and ſpit Blood. Then he drank 
Tar water plentifully, which threw him into a great 
Sweat; being impatient under this Sweat, in order 
to cool and dry himſelf, he flung off his Shirt, and 
lay almoſt naked, which had like to have killed 
him. But Tar-water copiouſly taken, recovered 


him intirely, I have had many Inſtances of Perſons 
| ESE; recovered 
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recovered from pleuretic Fevers, without bleeding, 
or any Medicine whatſoever, by the ſole copious 
conſtant drinking of Tar-water warm, one Pint, or 
even a Quart in an Hour. They cannot drink too 
much in ſuch Caſes; they will be ſooner well, and 
ſtrong without that Weakneſs, which attends thoſe 
copious Bleedings, which ruin a Conſtitution, and 
entail chronical Diſeaſes, 

265. A Lawyer of my Acquaintance in Dublin, 
and two young Ladies, have been cured of Fevers 
by the copious drinking of Tar-water only. 

266, I have had ſeveral Inſtances communicated 
to me of Perſons of both Sexes, who have been 
cured of the Piles, ſome by the bare drinking of 
Tar- water, others by ſitting at the ſame time on a 
Cloſe-ſtool filled with very hot ſtrong Tar-water, 
which with anointing the Parts with the Oyl ſkum- 
med off from the Tar-water, ſoon healed the Sores, 
and removed the Diſorder. 

267. In December 1744, a Prolapſus Uteri, &c. 
given over as incurable by the Surgeons, was per- 
tetly cured by Tar- water. | 

268. My Correſpondent informs me of two Perſons 
given over, one ill of a Palſy at Bath, and the 
other of a Cancer at Zort, who were both cured in a 
ſhort time by Tar-water. 

269. A Gentleman's Son in the County of Lime- 
rick, was cured of a ſpitting of Blood by Tar - water. 

270. An Infant had a Cough from its Birth, and 
ſhewed no Sign of Apprehenſion; thoſe who ſaw it, 
thought it could not live, or, if it did, that it would 
be ſtupid; the Mother was adviſed to give the 
Child Tar-water, and to make the Nurſe drink it 
alſo, which being done, the Child got rid of the 
Cough, and came to its Apprehenſion, and is now 
lively. 

b 1. A Gentleman writes in the following Words 


from England, I know ſome Inſtances, _ 
hang 
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Tar-water has done Wonders, particularly on a 
Lady, who has long had a Cancer in her Breaſt, and 
ſuffered greatly ; and by-taking Tar-water, the only 
Thing ſhe has found good from, is freed from Pain, 
and in a fair Way of Recovery. | 
272. A Gentleman in the County of Limerick, as 
I am informed, was cured by Tar-water of an Im- 
poſthume in his Head, for whichhe had tried Waters, 
and conſulted Phyſicians in England to no Purpoſe, 
273. A Lady wascured of a Megrim and inve- 
terate 1 by Tar- water. Several other Per- 
ſons have informed me, that they uſed to be ſeized 
with a Dizzineſs in their Heads on walking in the 
Streets, ſo that they were obliged to catch hold of 
the Rails as they went along to prevent falling; and 
that ſince they took Tar - water, they have had no 
Uneaſineſs of that Kind. 
274. I am well informed, that a Ship being 
bound from Portobello to Famaica, and being de- 
tained long in the Paſſage, the Men on board were 
reduced to great Diſtreſs from the Want of Water, 
which threw many of them into the bileous or yel- 
low Fever. But to their great Comfort, a heavy 
Rain fell, which ſet all their Hands to Work to catch 
all the Water they could ; and the Deck of the Ship 
and Cordage having been new dawbed with Tar to 
preſerve them againſt the Heat of the Climate, all 
the Water they got was impregnated with the Tar ; 
notwithſtanding which, they drank plentifully of 
it, and it had this good Effect, that all thoſe who 
were ill of the bileous Fever, and drank it, re- 
covered in a ſhort Time from their Fevers, to 
the great Surprize of them all, as it is reckoned the 
moſt fatal Diſtemper in that Part of the Warld; 
275. A Boy had a Sore in his Leg, which Leg 
was allo inflamed and hard; and being adviſed: to 
waſh it with Tar-water, and apply the Oil of Tax, 
he was ſoon recovered, 12 | 
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276. A Man of Youghall, was deaf for many 
Years, but by drinking Tar- water for ſome Time, 
he is much improved in his Hearing, and though 
not quite cured, yet has Hopes of Relief by a longer 
Uſe of it. Any Relief is an Advantage, and many 
Reliefs may at laſt come up to a Cure. | 
277. A Gentleman who had a Pain in his right 
Side for fifteen Years, conſulted many Phyſicians, 
and took a World of Drugs to no Purpoſe ; but on 
taking Tar-water, (and- that but a very indifferent 
Sort) for five Weeks, found himſelf greatly relieved. 
At the fame time, it cauſed a Pain a croſs his Dia- 
phragm, and alſo in his other Side, which he judg- 
ed to be a Sign of the Efficacy of Tar-water in diſ- 
lodging the peccant Humour, which being once ſet 
a- float, may afterwards be eaſily worked off. 

278, I have an Account of a remarkable Cure 
performed by Tar-water, on a Woman, who. was 
given over. Her Diſorder was owing to the Re- 
tention of the After. birth, by the unſkilful] Manage- 
ment of the Midwife in her Delivery. The Caſe 
was attended with the worſt Symptoms, and account- 
ed deſperate z and when all other Things had failed, 
ſome adviſed Tar-water, rather from not knowing 
what elſe to do, than from any Hopes of the Pa- 
tient's Recovery; .ſhe nevertheleſs recovered by that 
Medicine, contrary to all Expectation. L 
279. Magaret Maſterſon, a young Woman, who 
lives at Doctor Mynne's Houſe at Harold*s-croſs, near 
Dublin, came to me the 2 1ſt of February 1745, and 
gave me the following Account of the remarkable 
Benefit ſne received by Tar - water in the Cure of an 
'Ulcer in the Bladder. She informed me, that one 
Day in the Spring about five Years ago, ſhe walked 
very faſt from Harold's-croſs to Crumlin Church, 
which is about two Miles, and being in a great 
Heat and Sweat, ſhe ſat on the cold Ground in the 
Church-yard for aboye half an Hour, * 
24 A : ; a r 


T AR VATER. 137 
her a great Cold, and threw her immediately ont 
Diſorders. She grew worſe every Day, having great 
Pains in her Right-ſide, and lower Parts of her Belly; 
her Pain was ſo exquiſite, that ſometimes, for twenty 
Days,together, ſhe could not get the leaſt Sleep; ſhe 
loſt her Fleſh and Appetite, and was reduced to a 
Skeleton. She could not ſtand upright, and walked 
double, nor could ſhe bear any Carriage, every Mo: 
tion put her to the Rack, and ſhe was forced to con- 
fine herſelf for the moſt Part to her Bed, and even 
there, was not able to ſtir a Limb, when her Pains 
came upon her. Nothing that ſhe took did her any 
Service. She was ſent to Mercers Hoſpital, where 
ſhe ſtayed three Months, without any Benefit, tho? 
ſhe had the Advice and Aſſiſtance of ſeveral Phyſi- 
cians and Surgeons there, who for ſome time thought 
ſhe was troubled with a Stone, but they were all of 
Opinion afterwards, that ſhe had an Ulcer in the 
Bladder. After ſhe left the Hoſpital, ſhe was fali- 
vared, and took many Things by the Advice of 
Phyſicians; but nothing gave her any Relief or Eaſe, 
and ſhe was judged to be incurable. She continued 
in this miſcrable Condition a long Time, ſhe had 
alſo a Sort of Diabetes or involuntary and almoſt 
conſtant Diſcharge of Water. But in Summer 
1744, her Brother hearing, that Tar-water had 
wrought many Cures, adviſed her to drink it, which 
ſhe did for two or three Months together. On the 
firſt drinking of it, the found it agreed with her 
Stomach, and gave her ſome Eaſe; in a few Days, 
ſhe received great Benefit, and mended daily, and in 
a few Weeks, all her Pains and other Ailments went 
off ; ſhe recovered her Appetite, Fleſh and Reſt, and 
got the Uſe of her Limbs, and walked as well as 
ever, to the great Surprize of the Surgeons, and 
others, who had her under their Care, and who 
thought ſhe could never recover, She then laid afide 
Tar-water, thinking ſhe had no farther Occaſion 
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for it, and has continued free from her Pains ever 
ſince, except now and then ſhe has ſome Twitches 
on catching cold, which ſhe imputes to her Diſuſe of 
Tar-water for eight or ten Months paſt ; but re- 
ſolves to take it again, to remove the Remains of 
her Ailments, I have obſerved in ſeveral Inſtances, 
that ſome who had received great Benefit by Tar- 
water, laid it aſide too ſoon, thinking themſelves 
quite recovered, before they were really ſo, and that 
afterwards their Ailments returned upon them in 
ſome ſmall Degree, which they totally removed by 
perliſting longer in the Uſe of it. | 

280, A Tradeſman in the Earl of Meath's Li- 
berty, was in the Year 1744, greatly afflicted with 
a Diſcharge of bloody Urine, which was ſometimes 
ſo violent, that what came from him appeared as 
clear Blood, as any that comes from a Vein on bleed- 
ing; and this was attended with great Torture, He 
could not walk a Quarter of a Mile, but in great 
Pain, and he waſted away. He continued in this 
Condition ſeveral Months together, and took many 
Things for a Cure, without any Effect; but hearing 
of the great Good that Tar-water had done in ſe- 
veral Caſes, he drank it, and ſoon found Benefit 
from it, which encouraged him to continue the 
drinking of it, with ſuch good Succeſs, that he was 
ſoon perfectly recovered of his Ailment. His Diſ- 
charge of Blood ceaſed, and he made his Water as 
clear as ever, without the leaſt Colour or Tincture 
af Blood, and without any Pain, all the Parts being 
healed, and in February 1745, he continues very 
well, and attributes his Cure wholly to Tar. water. 

281. A Gentlewoman, who lives in the Country 
not far from Dublin, was for many Years afflicted 
with a Cancer in her Breaſt, which had been cut by 
Surgeon Dobbs, but it ſtill grew again, became hard, 
and was exceſſively painful; and notwithſtanding 
the great Danger and Torture that attends the Ope- 
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ration, ſhe reſolved to undergo another Cutting to 
rid of her conſtant Pain, and came to Town for 
that Purpoſe ; but the Surgeon finding that ſhe had 
gat a freſh great Cold, and a violent Cough with it, 
he would not venture to cut her Breaſt till her Cough 
was removed, and adviſed her to go to the Country 
to be cured of her Cough. She was there perſuaded 
to drink Tar-water on that Account, which ſhe did 
with ſuch Effect, that ſhe ſoon got rid of her Cough z 
and finding that Tar-water agreed with herStomach, 
and that it alſo made her Breaſt eaſter, ſhe continued 
the drinking of it for a conſiderable Time, by which 
Means her Breaſt grew eaſy and ſoft, and ſhe mend- 
ed daily to her great Comfort and Surprize z and 
ſhe got ſo much Relief, that ſhe laid aſide the Wa- 
ter for ſome time. In what State ſhe now continues 
I am not informed. 


282. A Copy of .@ Letter from the Reverend Mr. 
Thomas Dawſon, of Tallow, in the County of 
Waterford, io Thomas Prior, Eq; dated February 
25, 1745. 

I take leave to ſend you the two following Caſes, 
wherein, among ſeveral others in my Neighbour. 
hood, Tar-water has proved ſucceſsful ; and as the 
Diſorders therein mentioned are common and often 
fatal, ſo a Publication of the Cure of them may be 
of Service to Mankind, whoſe general Good ſeems 
to be the Deſign and End of your Enquiries. 


283. The Caſe of Mrs. Guinane, Wife of John 
Guinane, of Tallow, in the County of Waterford, 
Merchant. 
The faid Mrs. Guinane, was violently ſeized with 

hyſteric Fits in the Year 1744, attended with 

Laughing, Crying, and frequent Swoonings, which 

continued for ſeveral Months, though Phyſicians 
by various Medicines endeavoured to cure her of 
them, 
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them. She went to the Salt-water, and bathed 
therein, purſuant to their Advice, for a conſiderable 
Time ; but received very little Benefit thereby. At 
laſt ſhe betook herſelf to the drinking of Tar- 
water, purſuant to the Directions of the Author of 
Siris, and by regularly and conſtantly drinking the 
fame for about the Space of three Months, ſhe per- 
fectly recovered her Health, and has been free from 
the faid hyſteric Fits ever ſince, though ſhe deſpaired 
of being ever cured of them. 


284. The Caſe of Mr. Thomas Lowris, of Tallow, 
in the County of Waterford. 


The ſaid Mr. Lowris was in a deep Conſump- 
tion for four or five Days, and ſo greatly emaciated, 
and ſo yellow, that all who. ſaw him, ſeemed to 
deſpair of his Life, About two Years ago, he be- 

to drink Tar-water, and having in a few Months 
received great Benefit thereby, he continued ever 
ſince to drink the ſame regularly, and has perfectly 
recovered his Health and Complexion, to the great 
Surprize of ail that knew him. 
285. A Gentleman near Caple-ftreet, informed 
me on the 22d of February 1745, that for ſeveral 
Tears he uſed to be troubled with Fits, which gave 
him great Uneaſineſs in his Stomach, and were at- 
tended with a violent Pain, which ran along the 
Bottom of his Belly, and fixed it ſelf in his left Hip, 
with a great Inclination to puking, Theſe Pains 
continued for two or three Days, while the Fits 
laſted. He thought his Ailment was a windy Co- 
lic; and accordingly he' took many Things, but 
without any Benefit. He found that he grew worſe, 
' and that his Fits returned apon him more frequently 
and with more Violence. He uſed alſo to have 
Fits of the Gout in his Feet, without any great Vio- 
. lence. But having read the Treatiſe on Tar- water 


in April 1744, he reſolved to drink it, and he had 
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not taken it above three Weeks, before he had a 
ſenſible Benefit, and, continuing to drink it, he in a 
little time after, to his great Surprize, diſcharged two 
Stones near as big as Peas, and then, and not till 
then, he diſcovered that his Diſorder was the Stone 
and Gravel; upon which the Pain in the Bottom of 
his Belly went off, he got Eaſe in his Stomach, and - 
recovered his Appetite and Reſt, He has ſince 

voided Gravel at ſeveral Times, and of late, three 
ſmaller Stones, which gave him Pain in their Paſſage, 

and he does not doubt, but that he voided Gravel 
and ſmall Stones formerly, without knowing it, 

when he had thoſe violent Fits. But now that he 

knows what his Diſorder is he can better guard 

againſt it. Theſe Fits of the Gravel and Stone re- 

turn now-and then upon him, and are likely to do 

ſo, till they are all carried off; for which Purpoſe, 

he finds Tar-water to be very uſeful, He aſſured 

me, that, ſince he began to drink Tar-water, which 

he conſtantly doth, he has not been confined one.Day 

with the Gout. He has had ſome Twitches of it now 

and then, but they go off ſoon without Pain; and 

as he has received ſo much Benefit by Tar- water, 

he often recommends the Uſe of it to others. 

286, I am informed, that a Gentleman, who had 
gone through a Courſe of Stepbens's Medicines, 
took Tar-water, which he found more ſucceſsful in 
the Gravel. 

287. Some Gentlemen, who, on catching the 
leaſt Cold, uſed to be troubled with ſore chop*d 
L.ips, which they could not heal or cure by any of 
the Salves preſcribed 'for them, were eaſed of that 
Diſorder by bathing their Lips with Tar- water, 
which ſoon healed them; and they who had ſore 
and running Noſtrils received the ſame Benefit, by 
bathing them with the Water. Theſe flight In- 
ſtances are mentioned, only to ſhew the healing 
Quantity of Tar- water: and it is alſo found by Ex- 
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perience that a Plaiſter of Tar is a ſafe and effectual 
ure for Sores and Swellings in the Backs of Horſes. 
And now I am upon this Topick, I ſhall beg Leave 
to mention that ſeveral Gentlemen informed me of, 
that they gave two or three Quarts of Tar-water a 
Day to fone of their Horſes which had great Colds 
and Diſorders, and received no Benefit by the 
Drenches of Farriers, ſo that they were afraid of 
loſing them, and the Effect was, that they ſoon re- 
covered. And perhaps it may be adviſable in all 
Diſtempers of Brute Creatures, where the Blood 
is corrupted, as in Glanders in Horſes, and in In- 
fections of the horned Cattle and Sheep, which are 
thought to be incurable, to give them Tar-water 
warm in plenty, as it is found by Experience in ſo 
many Inſtances to correct and ſweeten the Blood and 
Juices of the Body, remove Obſtructions, and in- 
vigorate the Spirits. At leaſt it may be proper to 
make Tryal when the Caſe is deſperate. 

288. The. Small- pox having proved very mortal 
laſt Seaſon, ſome were adviſed to give their Chil- 
dren Tar-water warm, and the Effect was, that they 
who drank it before they were ſeized with the Small- 
pox, generally had it favourably ; but they who 
took it during the Time of the Sickneſs alſo, came 
off ſtil] better, there was no Appearance of Danger, 

the Pock generally diſtinct, little or no Sickneſs, 
and no Marks left by it. Theſe Accounts I had 
from ſeveral Perſons of Credit, and in particular, 
that in and about Clonmell, the Small-pox was fo 
very fatal laſt Summer, that above three Hundred 
dyed of it, for the moſt Part of the confluent Kind. 
Some were at laſt adviſed and prevailed upon to 
give their Children Tar-water warm, and in plenty, 
as Mr. Gordon, an eminent Brewer there, 4 f 


id to 


four or five of his Children, who all came off very 
well. This encouraged Mrs. Powell to give it to 
three of her Children, who had the like Sucoeſs, and 

had 
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had it fo favourably, that they were hardly ſick. 
Whereas others, who were treated in the common 
Way, were for the moſt part carried off by the Ma- 
lignity of the Diſtemper z and I can't hear, that any, 
wha took Tar-water miſcarried. For which Reaſon, 
many now fall into the Uſe of it with great Benefit, 
and do not apprehend ſuch Danger from that fatal 
Diſtemper as formerly they did. Such is the Power 
and Efficacy of Tar-water in aſſwaging and curing 
Fevers and inflammatory Diſorders. 

289. The Reverend Mr. Skelton, Minifter of 
Newry, made his Son about thirteen Years old, 
drink Tar-water, before he had the Small-pox, and 
when he was lately ſeized with it, he gave him a 
full Wine-glaſs of it every two Hours, during the 
Time he was ill of the Diſorder ; by practiſing on 
him in this Manner, the Child was hardly ſick, the 
Pock filled very well, and left no Marks. When 
Children are treated after this Manner in the Small- 
pox, and drink plentifully of the Water warm, they 
generally have it very favourably, 

290, Several Inſtances have been communicated 
to me by Perſons of Credit, of wonderful and un- 
expected Cures performed by Tar-water in Diſor- 
ders peculiar to the Female Sex at the Times of 

their Delivery ; and alſo in provoking the Menſes 
in ſome where they were wanted, and in reſtraining 
them in others, when they became immoderate. But 
in theſe Caſes, Names are not to be publiſhed, 

291. There are ſeveral Gentlewomen in this 
Town, whoſe Names I ſhall forbear to mention, 
who, having been troubled with Rheumatic Pains, 
Oppreſſion and Load in their Stomachs, Want of 
Appetite and Reſt, Streightneſs in their Cheſts, 
Cough, and fcorbutical Diſorders, were cured or 
greatly relieved by the Uſe of Tar-water, though 
drank but in ſmall Quantities. - Several Gentlemen 
of my Acquaintance were affected the fame hs 
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ons that a Plaiſter of Tar is a ſafe and effeQual 
re for Sores and Swellings in the Backs of Horſes. 

And now I am upon this Topick, I ſhall beg Leave 
to mention that ſeveral Genen informed me of, 
that they gave two or three Quarts of Tar- water a 
Day to ſome of their Horſes which had great Colds 
and Diſorders, and received no Benefit by the 
Drenches of Farriers, ſo that they were afraid of 
loſing them, and the Effect was, that they ſoon re- 
covered. And perhaps it may be adviſable in all 
Diſtempers of Brute Creatures, where the Blood 
is corrupted, as in Glanders in Horſes, and in In- 
fections of the horned Cattle and Sheep, which are 
thought to be incurable, to give them Tar- water 
warm in plenty, as it is found by Experience in ſo 
many Inſtances to correct and ſweeten the Blood and 
Juices of the Body, remove Obſtructions, and in- 
vigorate the Spirits. At leaſt it may be proper to 
make Tryal when the Caſe is deſperate. 

288. The. Small- pox having proved very mortal 
laſt Seaſon, ſome were adviſed to give their Chil- 
dren Tar- water warm, and the Effect was, that they 
who drank it before they were ſeized with the Small- 
pox, generally had it favourably; but they who 
took it during the Time of the Sickneſs alſo, came 

off ſtill better, there was no Appearance of Danger, 
the Pock generally diſtinct, little or no Sickneſs, 
and no Marks left by it. Theſe Accounts 1 had 
from ſeveral Perſons of Credit, and in particular, 
that in and about Clonmell, the Small- pox was ſo 
fatal laſt Summer, that above three Hundred 
dyed of it, for the moſt Part of the confluent Kind. 
Some. were at laſt adviſed and prevailed upon to 
give their Children Tar-water warm, and in plenty, 
as Mr. Cordon, an eminent Brewer there, 3 l 


id to 
four or five of his Children, who all came off very 
well. This encouraged Mrs. Powell to give it to 
three of her Children, who had the like Succeſs, and 
had 
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had it ſo favourably, that they were hardly ſick. 
Whereas others, who were treated in the common 
Way, were for the moſt part carried off by the Ma- 
lignity of the Diſtemper; and I can't hear, that any, 
wha took Tar- water miſcarried. For which Reaſon, 
many now fall into the Uſe of it with great Benefit, 
and do not apprehend ſuch Danger from that fatal 
Diſtemper as formerly they did. Such is the Power 
and Efficacy of Tar-water in aſſwaging and curing 
Fevers and inflammatory Diſorders. 
2289. The Reverend Mr. Skelton, Minifter of 
Newry, made his Son about thirteen Years old, 
drink Tar-water, before he had the Small-pox, and 
when he was lately ſeized with it, he gave him a 
full Wine-glaſs of it every two Hours, during the 
Time he was ill of the Diſorder ; by practiſing on 
him in this Manner, the Child was hardly ſick, the 
Pock filled very well, and left no Marks. When 
Children are treated after this Manner in the Small- 
pox, and drink plentifully of the Water warm, they 
generally have it very favourably, 

290, Several Inſtances have been communicated 
to me of Perſons of Credit, of wonderful and un- 
ex Cures performed by Tar-water in Diſor- 
ders peculiar to the Female Sex at the Times of 
their Delivery; and alſo in provoking the Menſes 
in ſome where they were wanted, and in reſtraining 
them in others, when they became immoderate. But 
in theſe Caſes, Names are not to be publiſhed, 

291. There are ſeveral Gentlewomen in this 
Town, whoſe Names I ſhall forbear to mention, 
who, having been troubled with Rheumatic Pains, 
Oppreſſion and Load in their Stomachs, Want of 
Appetite and Reſt, Streightneſs in their Cheſts, 
Cough, and fcorbutical Diſorders, were cured or 
greatly relieved by the Uſe of Tar-water, though 
drank but in ſmall Quantities. Several Gentlemen 
of my Acquaintance were affected the fame "— 
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and received the like Benefit. But it would be end- 
lefs to enumerate all of them, or to wait for more 
Caſes, which come every Day to our Knowledge. 
If any new remarkable Inſtances ſhould happen tor 
the Future, of Cures performed by Tar-water, in 
any of the Diſorders mentioned in this Narrative ; 
or if any Diſcoveries ſhould be made of it's Succels 
in other Diſtempers; it is to be hoped that they, 
who ſhall receive the Benefir, will be ſo good and 
grateful, as to communicate the Particulars of their 
Caſes, and that others will be found, who will give 
themſclves the Trouble to collect and publiſh them 
for the good of Mankind, with or without the 
Names ot the Patients, as the Patients themſelves 
hall deſire. And this Requeſt is deſired not only 
in the Caſe of Tar- water, but of every other Medi- 
cine, Which may have the ſame good Effects. 

292, Having now ſwelled this Narrative to a 
Size far beyond my firſt Intentions, I ſhall forbear 
troubling the Reader with any more Caſes, A 
great Number of others have been mentioned to me 
trom Time to Time; but the Want of Leiſure, or 
Opportunity of. getting a particular Account from 
the Patients themſelves, who lived at a Diſtance, . 
and were Strangers to me, and the Shyneſs of 
others in communicating their Ailments and Re- 
coveries, leaſt their Names ſhould be publiſhed, 
(though I always declared that when I ſhould publiſh 
the Caſe of any one, I would forbear mentioning 
their Names if they deſired it) for theſe Reaſons, 
I neglected to make a Collection of more Caſes ; 
and indeed, there was the leſs Occaſion for doing 
fo, as every City and large Town in the Kingdom 
can furniſh many Inſtances of great and unexpected 
Cures performed by Tar-water alone, which every 
one may be ſatisfied of the Truth of, who will give 
himſclf the leaſt Trouble of enquiring. Belides, as 


I was already furniſhed with a great Number of 
| temark- 
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temarkable Caſes and Cures in ſeveral Diſten 
T had the leſs Reaſon to take Notice of others of the 
fame Kind, But as the Power and Efficacy of Tar- 
water in curing mary Diſorders is happily experien- , 
ced by great Numbers, and ſtands ſufficiently con- 
firmed by the many authentic Inſtances produced in 
this Narrative, which the World hath not been yet 
acquainted with, it would be a Prejudice to Mankind 
to deferany longer the Publication of them ; it being 
reaſonable to expect, that others, in the like Diſorders, 
may receive equal Benefit by the ſame Means. It 
has often grieved me, to hear of ſeveral Perſons 
dying of acute Diſorders, which were ſuddenly 
and effectually cured by Tar- water alone, as appears 
from ſeveral Inſtances in this Narrative; and it is 
probable, they might have received the ſame Bene- 
fit, if the ſame Medicine had been made Uſe of; 
at leaſt, it was proper to try it, when the Caſe was 
deſperate. For the Reaſons aforeſaid; it was high 
Time to publiſh this Narrative, that every one may 
be fully apprized of the Power of this Water, and 
make Tryal of it in parallel Caſes. | 
293. The Gentlemen of the Faculty, who are 
Men of ſuperior Skill and Abilities, can and will 
without Doubt, apply and improve theſe Hints and 
Experiments. But though I am no Phyſician, yet 
I hope I may be allowed to relate Matters of Fact in 
this Narrative, and to give an hiſtorical Account of 
the Effects of Tar-water, as they were communi- 
cated to me by Letters from the Patients themſelves, 
and in their own Words, or from other Gentlemen, 
who had their Informations from the Patients, at 
the ſame Time mentioning their Names and Places 
of Abode. I took from others the Particulars of 
their Caſes from their own Mouths, and for greater 
Exactneſs, read them over to them, when they were 
written down. I have mentioned ſome Caſes, where 


the Names of Perſons and Places are omitted; but 
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theſe Caſes I had from Gentlemen of Integrity and 
Credit, who aſſured me of the Truth of the Facts, 
in the Letters which they ſent me, at the Times the 
Caſes happened, and when every Circumſtance was 
freſh in their Memories, which Letters are now in 
my Cuſtody ; they were not willing to mention the 
Names of Patients, particularly, of the Female 


Sex, without their Conſent, which could hardly be 
obtained. But I have not the leaſt Reaſon to 


doubt of the Truth of the Facts, which are ſo well 
atteſted. But if any Perſon ſhould be deſirous to 
know the Names or Places of Abode of any of the 
Patients, whoſe Names are omitted, I ſhall, for their 
private Satisfaction, 'gratify them in that Parti- 
cular. 85 | 

294. Having cloſed my Regiſter of Caſes, I ſhall 
beg leave to make ſome Remarks, which occurred 
to me from reading thoſe Caſes, and from the Ob- 
ſervations of my Correſpondents. 

I. It muſt be matter of Surpriſe to find that in 
the Space of one Year and a Half, ſuch a Number 
and Variety of Diſtempeis have been cured, or great- 
ly relieved by this one Medicine. Thouſands have 
received Benefit, and daily do receive Benefit in 


. Treland, England, Holland, France, Portugal, and 


Germany, by the Uſe of Tar-water. The Letters 
ſent to me ſignify the ſame, the leaſt Enquiry may 
ſatisfy others of the Truth thereof, this Narrative 
ſhews it, and the Index hereunto annexed points 
out the various Sorts of Ailments, wherein it has 
proved ſucceſsful. The Treatiſe on Tar-water, 
called Siris, has been tranſlated into the French, Low 
Dutch, German and Portugueſe Languages, and Ex- 
tracts thereof have been publiſhed in the Maga- 
zines. By ſo general a Publication, the Uſe of Tar- 
water, as a Medicine, came to be univerſally known, 
and being ſtrongly recommended by the Author 
from his own Experience for the Cure of ſeveral Di- 
rs *M ſtempers 
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ſtempers, many were induced to make Trial of it, 
and found immediate Relief: This encouraged others 
to make Uſe of it alſo, and they received the ſame 
Benefit thereby. And ſuch was the growing Cre- 
dit of this Medicine, that ſeveral who had been 
long afflicted with grievous Ailments, without re- 
ceiving any Relief by the Preſcriptions of Phyſicians, 
though they never heard that Tar-water was made 
Uſe of in the like Diſorders, yet were willing to try, 
and ſoon found a wonderful and unexpected Relief. 
Some who had taken Tar-water for one Diſorder, 
were at the ſame Time affected with another, and 
both were removed by this powerful Medicine. 
Some, of the Virtues of Tar-water were thus acci- 
dentally diſcovered, and by many ſubſequent Trials 
on others fully confirmed. 

295. The happy pane,” of the Efficacy of 
Tar-water in curing moſt Kinds of Fevers, and 
Pleuriſies, is a Thing of ſingular and moſt extenſive 
Benefit to Mankind, and confirmed by ſo many 
Tryals, that they who are acquainted with this Prac- 
tice, think themſelves in little Danger from Fevers : 
and it is found by Experience, that the larger the 
Quantity of Tar-water that is taken in Fevers b 


the Patient, the ſooner he recovers. If he takes 


but two or three Quarts a Day, the Fever may laſt 
four or five Days ; but if four, five, or fix Quarts or 
more be drank warm in twenty-four Hours, they 
often find the Fever quite carried off in a Day or 
two. And what is very remarkable, there is no. In- 
ſtance of Danger or Harm done by any Quantity 
taken; on the. contrary, Patients in Fevers are in 
higher animal Spirits, the more they drink, the 
Water paſſing through their Bodies by Urine or 
Perſpiration as faſt as it is taken in, and thereby 
carrying off the noxious Humours, and Venom of 
the Diſtemper the ſooner. The Patients at the fame 
Time get found Sleep, 8 a better Appetite than 
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is uſual in Fevers. My Correſpondents farther aſ- 
fure me, that they never knew an Inſtance where 
warm Tar-water was given betimes in a Fever, and 
in — Quantity, that it A's of ny It is 
judged, that the ter Part of grown , who 
0 i their A of ſome Kind of — or o- 
ther: Therefore, if reſpect were only had to this 
one Article of Fevers, wherein Tar- water is ſa ſuc- 

ceſsful, it would ſeem to follow, that nothing is 
more beneficial to the Life of Man, or that would 
8 Lives, than this Water duly prepared and 
taken. 

296. II. The next Obſervation I ſhall make is 
on the Variety of Diſtempers cured by Tar-water, 
and even ſuch as are oppoſite in their Natures. 
This has been judged to be impoſſible by ſome, who 
have decried the Uſe of Tar- water: Though Fact 
and Experience, the ſureſt Guides for knowing the 
Force of any Medicine, are entirely againſt them; 
not only in the Caſe of Tar- water, but of ſeveral 
other Medicines, which frequently produce con- 

trary Effects in different Conſtitutions, and ſome- 
- times different Effects in the ſame Conſtitution. 
Some who, firſt wrote and ſpoke againft Tar-water, 
at the ſame Time frankly — that they had 
never made any Trial of it. How then could they 
form any Judgment of the good or bad Qualities of 
it, or expect that others ſhould be ſwayed by their 
Opinions, when no way by ts Fe 
the only ſure Rule to go by ? A Gentleman of the 
Faculty one Day aſked me, if Tar-water was 2 
Panacea, or a Cure for all Diſtempers. I told him, 
that I thought no Body could anſwer that Queſtion, 
but a Perſon who had tried it in all Diſtempers, and 
in Variety of Caſes of every Diſtemper, which I had 
not done, and I believe no Body living had yet 
done; and. that until Trial had been made, no 
Judgment could be formed in what Caſes it way 
1 & 44 S 
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or not, I then deſired leave to aſk him the 
following Queſtion, In what Diſorder Tar- water 
was not good ? this I . ſaid, becauſe I was amply 
furniſhed with many Inftances of Cures performed by 
Tar- water in all the common Diſtempers in Dublin, 
to which I could refer him for his Satisfaction, if he 
ſhould mention any of them: but after confidering 
ſome Time, he aſked me, if it was good for the 
Stone? I anſwered, that I had not yet heard that it 
was made Uſe of for the Stone, but that I could 
. give him many Inſtances, where it was of great Uſe 
in the Gravel, and I thought what was good for the 
Gravel, might alſo be good for the Stone. But that 
in all theſe Cafes, nothing but Experience and un- 
doubted Facts can or ought to determine our Opini- 
ons. Some who were offended to find Tar-water 
recommended for ſo many different Diſtempers, for 
that very Reaſon were for exploding it, as of no 
Uſe in any Caſe whatſoever ; without conſidering 
that whatever corrects and ſweetens the Blood, 
mends the Stomach and removes Obſtructions, as 
Tar- water manifeſtly doth, muſt be of Uſe in all 
Diſtempers, and thereby aſſiſt Nature to make a 
perfect Cure. The univerſal Medicine as well as 
the Philoſophers-ftone have been always treated as 
vain Attempts: But if the former be poſſible in Na- 
ture, no Medicine ſeems to bid ſo fair for that Cha- 
rater as Tar- water: but without making any Pre- 
tenfions to ſuch an extraordinary P tive, I ſhall 
6nly obſerve, that it is happy for the World to be 
poſſeſſed of a Medicine that has done and daily doth 
great Service in ſo many different Maladies, without 
fepining, that it cannot do the fame in all. 
297. HI. The third Remark I ſhall make, is on 
the Safety of this Medicine. Some Phyſicians ad- 
viſe and preſcribe it. Others ſay, that it is good in 
many Cafes, and that they do not find it do Harm 
in any. Some ſay, that it is neither good nor bad, 
| | L 3 | while 
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while others ſuggeſt, that it is dangerous in inflam- 
matory Caſes, by an over heating Quality : But the 
contrary thereof is manifeſt, from its curing Fevers, 
Pleurifies, Small-pox,. and other inflammatory Diſ- 
orders in a ſhort Space of Time; and it is ſo far 
from increaſing Inflammations, that it wonderfully 
aſſuages them, Some Patients on drinking Tar- 
water, were immediately ſeized with a Vomitting, 
which much alarmed them; but they ſoon found 
that Tar-water by thus diſcharging a great deal of 
foul Stuff out of their Stomachs, gave them imme- 
diate Relief, and the Vomiting ſoon after ſtopped. 
Others had a purging for a Day or two, on taking 
 Tar-water, which they alſo did not like; but the Pur- 
ging ſoon ceaſed, when it carried off the peccant Hu- 
mours, and they received great Benefit by the Opera- 
tion. Some Patients, who were troubled with violent 
ſcorbutical Diſorders, Eruptions, Itch, Blotches, run- 
ning Sores, found on the drinking Tar-water a few 
Days, that their Sores, Itchings, and Eruptions grew 
more troubleſome, and increaſed on the Surface of their 
Bodies, in greater Quantity and Violence, and then 


thought Tar-water did them Harm; ſome were fo 


imprudent as to ſtop drinking the Water, when it 
was doing them all the Good imaginable, by driving 
from the Blood all the noxious Humours to the Sur- 
face of the Body; while others, who perſiſted in 
drinking, foon found the Scurvy, Eruptions, and 


other Blotches on their Bodies die away and heal to 


their great Relief. Some, on whom Tar-water 


works by Perſpiration, found that it made them 


coſtiye, and heated them; upon this, they laid it 
aſide; others, who in the like Caſe perſiſted in 
drinking it, ſoon found that after the Tar. water had 
done its Work by Perſpiration, they returned to 
their natural State, and got the Relief they expect- 
ed. Nature does not work two different Ways at 
the ſame Time; if it works by Stool, enge 
ceaſes 
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ceaſes for the Time; if by Perſpiration, then the 
other ſtops. If both thoſe Channels are ſtop- 
ped, there is no Way left for Nature to diſcharge 
the vitiated Humours, but by Urine : And this is 
the way that Tar-water generally operates. Theſe 
are for the moſt Part the Caſes, wherein Tar. water 
has been imagined to do Harm. But it is hard, 
that Tar-water ſhould be charged with doing Hurt 
in ſuch Caſes, when it was doing the greateſt Ser- 
vice to the Patients. It is true, that very bad Tar 
and Tar-water have often been made Uſe of, and as 
true, that ſeveral Perſons at the Time they drank 
Tar- water, indulged themſelves in the Uſe of ſtrong 
Liquors, and Spirits ; and therefore, it is no Won- 
der, if they did not receive the Benefit that other- 
wiſe they might have got. On the whole, I do 
not find any Inſtance, where Tar-water ever did 
any real Harm, which cannot be ſaid of any other 
Medicine. 8 
298. IV. Chronical Diſorders, wherein the whole 
Mas of Blood and Juices of the Body have been 
long vitiated, require a Length of Time and Pati- 
ence to effect a Cure; and if they be very grievous, 
the apt of Tar-water to be taken in ſuch 
Caſes ſhould be increaſed from a Pint to a Quart a 
Day, beginning with a Noggin or a Quarter of a 
Pint, to find how it agrees with the Stomach z and 
ſo continuing to drink it often in ſmall Quantities ; 
it being found by Experience, that the more the Pa- 
tients drink in ſuch Caſes, the ſooner they recover. 
20299. Scurvies make a great Part of the Ailments 
of People, in this Part of the World, and yet we 
find by the many Inſtances produced in this Narra- 
tive, that the worſt kinds of them, attended with 
running Sores, Blotches, Scruff, c. were perfectly 
cured by Tar-water, which heals up all the Sores, 
and in ſome Meafure, embalms ſcorbutic Bodies 

alive. | 
L 4 300. 


drink Tar-water. It is adyiſed in 


152 The Effetts e 


300, The fate Succeſs has attended internal 


Ulcers in the Bladder, Lungs, urinary Paſſages, 
venereal Taints, and in Uicers on the outward Parts 


of the Body, ow! to the healing Quality of Tar- 


water. - Rven the King's Evil, and other ſerophu- 


lous Diſorders, which are commonly reckoned incu- 
rable, have yielded to the Power of this Water, as 
may be ſeen by ſeveral Caſes in this Collection; in- 
ſomuch, that we have Reaſon to believe, that any 
King's Evil may be cured by Tar-water ; having 


never heard that it failed of Succeſs, when regular- 


iy and plentifully taken, and efpecially when at the 
ame Time the Sores were anointed with the Oil 
ſkimmed from the Tar-water. f 

30oi. Scald Head, inveterate Itch, and even Can- 


ters, have yielded to the healing Quality of Tar- 


302. Though nervous Caſes require a long time 
to perfect a Cure, yet we find that Hyſterics, Fits, 
and Palſies have been cured by Tar-water alone. Mr. 
Hanning's Daughter mentioned in the Collection, 
who was ſeized with a Palſy, fo that ſhe could 
neither ſpeak nor move a Limb in November 2 


is now in March following, briſk and lively, 


xerfeftly well, notwithſtanding. the Severity of the 

eather. And I am informed, that a Woman, 
who was troubled with Fits for above a Twelve- 
month, which often returned, and cauſed her to 
lye ſpeechleſs and ſenſeleſs a long Time together, 
being adviſed to take Tar-water, a Quart a Day 
on doing ſo, ſhe had but one Fit in three Weeks 
paſt, and that qccaſioned by, a Fright. I know of 
others, who having been long troubled with Fits, 
have had no Return of them fince — began to 


ng ter. It is advif Caſes, to 
give it freely and boldly. 

303. Many Inſtances are produced of Perſons 
who haye been cured or greatly relieyed of mm 
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ders in the Bowels, Colics, Megrims, inveterate 
Head-achs, Agues, Rheumatiſmms, exceſſive Thirſt, 
and fixed Pains in ſotne Parts of the Body. Others, 
who were tortured with exceffive Pains; on taking 
Tar-water, unexpeCtedly diſcovered rhat their Ail- 
ment was owing to the Stone and Gtayel, in dif- 

chirging which, they found Far- water to be very 
af 1 2 6 


304. Many who laboured under a Lownefs of Spi- 

rits, Diſorders in their Stomachs, want of Appetite 
and Sleep, found thoſe Diſorders carried off by the 
Uſe of Tat-water. | | 

- 305: Many are the Inſtances of thoſe who being 
long afflicted with Aſthmas, Shortneſs of Breath, 
and Diff ifficulty of Breathing, violent Coughs, Wheez- 
mg, Stuffings and Decays, fore Throats and Squin- 
cy, have been either entirely cured, or greatly re- 
lieved by Tar- water. 

306. As to the Gout, the Diſeaſe of the Rich, 
we find that ſome, greatly afflicted with that Diſ- 
order, by the conſtant and regular Uſe of Tar-wa- 
ter, have had no Return of their Fits ſince they be- 
gan to drink the Water; occaſioned by a kindly 

erſpiration in their Limbs, which =_ never had 
before, and which recoyered the Uſe of them, and 
removed all their Pains. Others, on drinkmg the 
Water, found the ſame Benefit; but by laying aſide 
the Uſe. of it too ſoon, their Fits returned upon 
them, though later than uſual, yet with this Ad- 
vantage, that they were not fo violent nor laſting. 
Others they ears and much enfeebled with 4 
Gout, X Spirits, Appetite, and R 
and dane Nagel of fel bu by the Uſe of 
Tar-water, yet as this Liquor was not to their Taſte, 
they either diſcontinued the Uſe of it, or took it in 
fach ſmall! Quantities, that the Weakneſs in their 
Limbs till continued, and their Fits returned on 
Change of Weather, or on catching Cold. And 
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now we find by Experience, that the ſureſt Way of 
dealing with the Gout, is not only to drink the Wa- 
ter before and after the Fit, but during the whole 
Time of the Fit, and that in the Quantity of a Quart 
a Day, warm, which gives ſuch a Diſcharge by Per- 
ſpiration or Urine, as relieves Nature, and removes 
the Pains, But if Gentlemen will continue in the 
Uſe of ſtrong Liquors, and high Feeding, it muſt 
be preſumed, that the ſame Cauſ: will ſtill produce 
the ſame Effects. Mi all 

307. As to the Small-pox, with which -nine 
Parts in ten of all People are ſeized in one Part or 
other of their Lives in this part of the World, 1 
ſhall only obſerve, that the great Number of Ne- 
groes cured on the Coaſt of Guinea of the Small- 
pox by Tar-water, as mentioned in this Narrative, 
and many others who have been cured in this King- 
dom the latter End of laſt Seaſon, when it was fo 
rife and mortal, by the ſame Means, evidently ſhew, 
that Tar- water is a ſovereign, ſafe, and efficacious 
Medicine for the Cure of this fatal Diſtemper, by 
giving it warm, and in Plenty both beſore, and in 
the whole Time of the Illneſs. And I do not doubt, 
but that others, who will put it in Practice, will 
find the fame ſurprizing Succeſs, 

308. But the greateſt. and moſt uſeful Diſcovery 
of this, or perhaps any other Age, is that of Tar- 
waters curing ſo ſuddenly and effectually, all Sorts 
of Fevers, Pleuriſies, and inflammatory Diſtempers, 
whereby two Thirds of Mankind are carried off be- 
fore their natural Time. Theſe Maladies deſtroy 
more of the human Species, than all the Artillery 
great and ſmall in the World can do, and. yet are 
themſelves eaſily ſubdued by Tar- water. 

This late Diſcovery of the Virtues of . Tar-water 
ſtands ſo confirmed by the authentic Proofs menti- 
oned in the Narrative, that no body can doubt the 

Truth thereof, who doth not at the ſame Lime de- 


ny 
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ny Facts, which ate ſo many, and ſo well atteſted. 
Hut this may be put on a ſhort Iſſue, it is in the 
Power of any one, and every one is concerned in 
the Event, to make a fair Tryal of the Truth or 
Falſhood of this Diſcovery, and ſee whether Tar- 
water taken in due Time and Quantity, before the 
Fever has utterly deſtroyed the Craſis and Conſtitu- 
tution of the Blood, will not entirely ſubdue and 
carry off the Fever in a few Days, of any kind 
whatever. | | 7421 
309. But then to give Tar- water fair Play, the 
following Caution ſhould be obſerved, which has 
been found neceſſary in many Inſtances, viz. That 
the Water be good in its kind, that it be admini- 
ſtered to the Patient lying in Bed, in the Beginning 
of the Fever, and that warm, in the Quantity of 
half a Pint or more every half Hour, according 
to the Age and Strength of the Perſon, till the Pa- 
tient takes ſix or eight Quarts in the Space of twen- 
ty-four Hours: and that no other Medicine be ta- 
ken with it, that Care be taken againſt catching 
Cold ; that when the Fever abates, no Nouriſhment 
be given, but what is very light, and cooling; ànd 
that when the Fever is gone, the Patient keep his 
Bed a Day or two longer, free from Noiſe and Peo- 

e's talking, to prevent a Relapſe. It is found by 

xperience in many Inſtances, that Patients in Fe- 
vers cannot drink too much Tar- water, there is no 
Danger from Exceſs, the more they drink the ſooner 
they are cured ; it hath: been often obſerved, that 
the Heat and Thirſt they have on ſuch Occaſions ſo 
reconciles the Water to them, that they can drink a 
great Quantity without diſguſt; they have general- 
ly a great flow of Spirits during the whole Time 
they drink, get Intervals of Sleep, and when the 
Fever abates, they have commonly keen Appetites, 
which ought not to be indulged too ſoon or too 
much. It is amazing to ſee with what 3 aw; 
ad, ucceſs 
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Succeſs Tar- water taken copionſly, as above-men- 
tioned, cures the moſt violent Pleutifies, without 
Blifters or Medicines, and without bleeding, which 
in the common Practice is exceſſive. It is ſaid, the 
late Honourable Mr. Hamilton, Collector at Cork, 
had 150 Ounces taken from him in a pleuritic Dit. 
temper of which he died. It is proper to repeat and 
inculcate the Advantage of being cured by a Cor- 
dial, rather than by Evacuations, which at beſt often 
leave a Patient weak and Janguiſhing for ears to- 
gether. Nothing is ſo dangerous as neglecting the 
Beginnings of Fevers. Principiis obſta, is a good 
Maxim with Reſpect to the natural as well as poli- 
tical Body: Some People are apt to hold out as long 
as they can, and go abroad with Fevers upon them: 
By thus expoſing themſelves, they infſame their 
Diſorders, and render them very — The 
beſt Courſe to take in ſuch Caſes, is to go to Bed 
and drink Tar- water. The Efficacy of Tar- water 
8 = mo evidently ſhews, that it is not of 
or heating Nature, And yet ſome 
— cht — heated by Tar- water, who 
at the ſame Time drank too freely of ſtrong, Liquors. 
And I am credibly informed, that ſome noted 
Drinkers of Whiſky complained, that Tar- water 
gave them the Megrim, a Diforder which in others, 
it is known to have cured. If therefore any one 
complains of being heated by Tar- water, let it be 
enquired at the fame Time, whether he doth not 
e the Uſe A 


* Some 3 „ that a 
| which in a low gradual Courſe removes 
chronical Diſeaſes, ſhould be proper in acute Caſes 
which require Diſpatch, But nothing hinders, why 
the ſame Medicine, which — daily in ſmall 
Quantities proves a leiſurely Cure for chronical Ills, 

tay nor ale, if drank copiouſly, and in very large 

Quantities, 
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ntities, prove a ſpeedy Cure for acute Caſes, 
N wall Kinds of Fevers. 
311. Having chus recapitulated ſeveral Maladies 
in which Tar· water has been found ſucceſaful, I 
ſhall beg Leave to recommend the Uſe of it in a 
particular Manner, to ſeafaring Men, who are fo 
uſeful to every trading Nation, and whoſe Lives 
ought therefore to be preſerved with the utmoſt 
Care. They are bie 10 many Diſtem be- 
ſides thoſe common to other Men at Fhich 
they contract at Sea, by the Change and Inclemen 
cy.of the Weather in long V ISS, of 2 
Cold of the Climate, by great —— 
ſions, cloſe ſuffocati 2 in che Ships, OY which 
| uce Fevers, Calentures, — 4 of : ſeveral 
Ulcers, running Sores, Looſeneſß of their 
Ta and many other Diſorders, for which they 
commonly have little or no Proviſion of Medicines 
or Accommodation, or any Perſon on. of Skall 
to aſſiſt them, by. which Means great Numbers of 
them periſh miſerably, Now as it is found by Ex- 
perience, that Tar- water cures thoſe Diſorders, it is 
recommended, that in every Ship, Proviſion be made 
of ſeveral Barrels of good Tar, and that a. Veſſel of 
Tar-water be always prepared to be given in Plenty 
to ſuch of the Crew, who happen to labour under 
any of thoſe Diſtempers ; by which Means, the 
Lives of Thouſands may be ſaved... Beer, 
which is a great Antiſcorbutic, and 2. in to. Tar- 
water, would alſo be very uſeful in Sea Vo 
312. Since 1 eee heaps Mt 
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as there is Occaſion; By theſe Means, the Lives 


8 1 Numbers may be ſaved, and the Patients either 


cured or greatly relieved. From many Tryals of 
the good Effects of this Medicine, we find that the 
Uſe of Tar. water is introduced into the Hoſpitals at 


Liſbon, with great Advantage. We have many In- 


ſtances in this Narrative of People, who were kept 
a long Time in the Infirmaries, in Order to be cured, 
and were afterwards turned out as Incurable, and 


yet thoſe very People, were in ſome Time after per- 


fectly recovered by Tar water, to the Surprize of 
thoſe who had them under their Care before. Be- 
_ this Method would fave great Sums to the 
Hos in the Expence for Medicines. And as 
ſpitals and 7 — are — at the 
ca 25 the Public, or by ations and 
voluntary Contributions, it ſhould * the Buſineſs 
of thoſe concerned in the Government of them, to 
leſſen the Expence as much as poſſible, conſiſtent 
with the Health and Lives of the Patients. And 1 
am inclined to believe, that many of thoſe who are 
lodged in Guy's and other Hoſpitals as Incurables, 
may be cured or greatly relieved by Tar-water, and 
ſo make room for others to be admitted. Whereas 
at preſent; little Care is taken of their Recovery, as 
being deemed Incurable, and they ſtay there only 
to ſpend a wretched Life. Though it is believed 
that ſome of them would be ſorry to be cured, and 


thereby be obliged to leave the Hoſpital, where 


they live in tolerable Eaſe, to ger a Livelihood a- 
broad by their own' Labour. T his deſerves the 
Attention of the Public. 

313. It is recommended to al Gititlcnien who 
live in the Country and Market-towns, that in Com- 
for their poor Tenants,” Neighbours and 

ts, they will be ſo good and humane, as to 
— Quantities of Tar, and make Tar. water 
thereof, and «diſtribute the ſame liberally to ſuch as 

want . 
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want it, and and are deſtitute of all Means, which 
are proper to cure them of the Diſorders they are 
frequently afflicted with. 

314. The Uſe of Tar-water is alſo recommend- 
ed to ſedentary Perſons, which, by its diuretic Qua- 
lity, greatly prevents Head-ach, Bloating, Dropſy, 
Stone and Gravel, which ſedentary People are ſub- 
ject to from the want of Exerciſe. 

315. V. In all odd and new Caſes, where People 
are at a Loſs what to do, and even in deſperate Caſes, 
where Patients are given over, and no Hopes left, 
it is recommended to try Tar-water, which has 
been found in ſeveral Inſtances to recover Patients 
from the Brink of Death. 

316. I have an Account, that Tar-water is in 
great Vogue at Paris, notwithſtanding the En- 
deavours of ſome intereſted Perſons againſt it. An 
Triſh Phyſician preſcribes it to his French Patients 
with great Succeſs, and has got into good Buſineſs 
thereby. 

317. Since I have mentioned foreign Practice, 
it comes into my Thoughts to inſert the Teſtimo- 
ny or Atteſtation of two foreign Phyſicians, againſt 
the Notion of an inflaming Heat in Tar-water, en- 
tertained by ſome among us, who would decry that 
Medicine. Doctor de Linden, a German Phyſician 
now in London, wrote a Letter about ſix Months 
ago, from which are taken the following Extracts. 
It ſeems that learned Foreigner had miſtaken the 
Senſe of Siris, as attributing ſuch Heat to Tar- 
water, which Opinion, both he, and his foreign 
Correſpondent, ſet themſelves to refute. . I myſelf 
(faith Doctor de Linden) have drank about twenty- 
| fiveGallons of Tar-water conſtantly, every twenty-four 
Hours three Pints, and that of the Colour of Spaniſh 
Wine, and I never found any Effect that we may call 
a phyſical Heat in the Blood, notwithſtanding that I am 
of a — ſanguine Temperament, and the leaſt Thing can 

. occaſion 


Sing elſe, and blefſed Thanks be to the Biſhop far his 
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gccafion in me an Tnflommation. He adds, I would 
not bave taken the Freedom to acquaint you with this, 
if I had not in this Point been attacked by the firſt 
Phyſician to a certain great crowned Head in Ger- 
many, and Preſident of a moſt illuſtrious Collegium 
Medicum. After which, Doctor de Linden, ſets 
down Part of this Corre 's Letter, contain- 
ing the following Words: I am glad we have got 
into aur Faculty 4 Reverend Divine, but I am Fill 
more pleaſed with his Diſcovery; and 1 agree in every 
Thing with him, becauſe 1 have experienced Tar- 


water myſelf ; but there is one Error committed. He 


hen procceds to refute the Error, foppatd © be in 
Sirzs, viz. that Tar-water is Heati After which, 
he fubjoins theſe Words: Jn Reality, Tar-water is 
of fuch a mild Nature, that — inflame, nor 
create an Inflammation in the Blood. 1 agree with every 


valuable Diſcovery. It is probable, Foreigners might 
miſtake warming for heating, and ſo conceiye that 
when Tar-water was ſaid in Siris to warm, it was 
underſtood to heat. But certain it is, that in many 
Parts of that Treatiſe, all inflaming Heat is — 
FRI to be in Tar- water. Thus in the { 
ourth Section it is ſaid z The Salis, the Spirits, the 
Heat of Tar-water, are of a Temperature congenial 
jo the Nature of Man, which receives from it 4 
kindly Warmth, but no inflaming Heat, And in the 
following Section, Tar-water is affirmed to be /o 


Far from increaſing a feveriſb Imflammation, that it is 


on the contrary, a moſt ready Means to allay and ex- 
tinguiſh it. There are ſo many other Paſſages to 
— fame Effect, throughout the whole Book of 


——— In aniOanges well as needleſs to 


enumerate them. 
318. I ſhould not omit to ds Notice, that ſe- 
veral Ladies, who had received great Benefit by 


Tar-water, at the ſame Time recovered their Com- 
plexions 
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ons and Bloom, and that others; who had 
eamiſh Stomachs, and could not bear to take 
A. water in the Morning befote Breakfaſt; yet 
found it to agree well with them an Hour or two 
after eating. An old Lady has been greatly re- 
lieved by drinking cotiſtantly every Day; no more 
than one Wine-glafs in the N . | 

e Goodneſs of 


* 9. A great Deal dependꝭ on | 
 Tar-water. ' Far being looked upon as 4 Naval 
Store, could not be imported without Riſque and 
Difficulty in time of War: Hence for ſome time io 
Tar could be got that was fit for making Tar- 
water; forme, Was adulterated with the Mixture of 
other Stuff, and Retailers frequently fold for freſh. 
Fat, that whith had been formerly uſed.” By theſe 
Means feveral have been diſappdirited and abuſed by 
bad Tar. water; ſuch Tar- Water, às is of a browm 
Colour of ſweetiſh flat Taſte, is bad, but they Wh 
have once drank good Tar. watef, can eaſily diſtin- 
gui the bad, with has no; Spirit. Liquid Tar, 
Which is the firſt Running frog the Bilſets, from 
wherice the Tar flows by motflerifig Heat of Fire, 
is generally the beſt.” And yer ho certain Judg- 
ment can be formed of rhe Goodneſs of Tar, by the 
Colour or Conſiſtence, till Trial be made, by 
making Tar- water of it. When a Veſſel of Tar 
tas ftood long on an End, a Sediment often falls to 
the Bottom, which Sediment ſhould” not be made 
Ute of for Tar- water. <4 8 
3200. The adding artificial Helps, to plain ſimple 
Remedies, often diſturbs their Operation, and renders 
thoſe Medicines ineffectual: I have an Account of 
two Caſes, where the Phyſicians preſcribed the Bark 
with Tat- water: But the Patients found not the 
Benefit, till they took Tar- water alone. Some have” 
t a Drop of the Oil of Nutmegs to a Glaſs of 
Ar- water, which made it more palatable ; others 
Rave added x ſmall Spoonful of Mead, White-wine, 
(40s | M | Or 
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or Cyder, ach LES the Draught more agreeable z. 
but no Spirits ſhould be len with _ or any 
Thing elſe that might weaken the Vertue of the 
Water, and it is therefore more adviſcable to take it 
pure, and a little Uſe will reconcile it to the Palate. 

Fir- trees grow naturally in moſt Parts of the 
World, in hot Countries as well as cold, but chiefly 
in the mountainy Parts of both. After this Man- 
ner, Providence furniſhes in great Plenty, the Means 
of preſerving Health and Life by the mpleſt Me- 
dicines. 

321. It is proper to warn thoſe who expect the 
wh Benefit of Tar-water, to be very temperate in 
the Uſe of ſtrong, Liquors, fermented or diſtilled. 
They weaken and fruſtrate the Powers of Tar-water, 
which of itſelf is a ſufficient Cordial. It has a 

eat Effect upon the Nexves and, Spirits, apioaſes 
8 Heart 1. —4 diſordering the Brain, and 
Antidote againſt Cold, Fatigue, and Thirſt. Tia 
is certainly the beſt Cordial which encreaſes the hat 


mal. 1 505 withgut inflaming the E Blogd, or di 


ing the Nerves, as all inebriating quors er fl 

to 0. If this be the Effect of Tar-water, as I; am 
aſſured it is, it may be of Uſe in our Armies and. 
Fleets. 

322. I have no View in ping myſelf this, 
Trouble, but to promote. the Good of Mankind, 
without any Deſire to incroach on the Province of 
Others. They who railed and argued againſt Tar- 
water on the firſt Publication of Siris, inſiſted that 

ticular Caſes, with all their Circumſtances, ſhould 
E been exhibited to the Publick, that they might 
examine into the Truth of the Caſes, and be better 
able to judge of the Effects of this Water, The 
Names of Perſons, who were alledged as Inſtances 
of the Vertues thereof, were not mentioned in Siris. 
On this Omiſſion they triumphed, and treated the 
Whole with Ridicule. But this Narrative ſi . 

ently 
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ently ſupplies that Defect, and is the beſt Anſwer to 
all their Objections. Such a Number of Caſes ſo 
fully deſcribed and atteſted, muſt be the beſt Refu- 
tation of all their Railleries and Reaſonings, which 
are directly againſt Matter of Fact, the only, fate. 
Rule to judge by. a * it 
323. It is very probable, that I ſhall be judged, 
and even condemned by ſome, for being ſo ſanguine, 
and fo greatly prepoſſeſſed in Favour of Tar- water. 
I own I am, but it is for the beſt Reaſon in the 
World. I am fully convinced of the Efficacy of 
Tar-water in curing a great Number of Diſtempers 
of the moſt grievous and dangerous Kinds, by the 
many Inſtances, Caſes, and Matters of Fact, pro- 
duced in this Narrative, and communicated to me 
from time to time, by a great Number of Gentle- 
men and others of good Credit and Integrity from. 
all Parts; who had no other View in ſo doing, than 
that others might receive the fame Benefit they 
had obtained themſelves. And all this ſo well at- 
teſted, that I have not the leaſt Doubt of the Truth 
thereof. If there are any, who have any Doubts, 
they may ir to the Patients themſelves, whoſe. 
Names and Places of Abode, are herein mentioned 
for that very Purpoſe, and be fully; ſatisfied of the 
Truth of all, or any of the Caſes herein related. I 
have recommended Tar-water myſelf to many; ſe-- 
veral of them were perfectly cured of their Diſorders; 
hardly one. that did not receive Benefit, and none 
that got Harm by it. What greater Proof can be 
given of the Truth or Certainty of any Matter of 
Fact? Or what better Criterion or Rule can be 
choſen for determining the Uſe or Power of any 
Medicine, than many and frequent Trials and Ex- 
periments, well atteſted and vouched, and open to 
all the World ? Such Proofs and Evidences are pro- 
duced in behalf of Tar- water. Some few Inſtances 
of Cures wrought by 8 being communicat- 
2 | . 
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& to me in the Beginning, induced me to make 


fatthe 17 into Tide Effects of it; the more I 

HE more I was ſatisfied of the extraordinary 

of Tar-water: And found many as ready 

& communicate their Caſes, as I was to rebeivte 
— Was From theſe-Informations, this Narrative has 

Drei, and has ſwelled to the Size the Reader 
ſees it in. I had promiſed to liſh ſuch Cafes as 
occurred to me; they who! ſent them, as well as 

IS, expected it from me, Sh would have been 
wrong, and even criminal 1 in ce, te liavelialied 
or ſuppreſſed: them. 

324. The Variety of Emmplesin the Calletion: 
will direct any Perſons, where to find, their Cures in 
Particulat Caſes, for which they might not otherwiſe 
think of Tar. water. And for this Purpoſe, an al- 
Fhabetical Hidex or Table is annexed to this Narra-: 
tive, which points out the ſeveral Diſtempers men- 
tioned in this Collection, wherein Tar-water has 
Adeck fol, with a Reference to the eee, 

where thoſe Diftempers are taken Notice of. 

32g. Aﬀer the foregoing Sheets were ptinted og, 
the following Inſtances of curing the King's evihby 

Tar. water b my n and ae 0. 

in ens Place. 

A particular Gentleman having fondo of 
three: Ferſons cured of the King's-evil, he brought to 
my Houſt at my Deſire, on the rath of Marth 9g. 

| 105 of the Patients, and a Gentle woman, who' is a 
near Relation of che Third who gave mel Ws fol. 

lowing Accdunt of their Caſes 9/7 36 19 

326. Martha” Quarle, about deren Vears old, 
late of Glaſhevin, and now living in Dapbiss du. 
lane, neat the Roſe and Crown ſoon after the Hard 

Froſt, was afflicted with running Sores, and, Holes in 

one of her Hands and Arms, — under one Of her 

Eyes, wich continued to encreaſe, inſomuch that 

it infected her upper Jaw; in this Condition ſhe 

5 * was 
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was ſent to Mercers Haſpital, where ſhe ſtayed three 
Weeks, in which time, the Sore under, her Eye 
Vas a little, healed, and, ſtopped Running; but in 2 
Fortnight after ſhe left the Hoſpital, it - broke out 
again, and a Splinter of a Bone came off from her 
Hand. But in 1744 her Parents were adviſed 
give her Tar-water, half a Pinta Day, and to 725 
a Plaiſter of Tar to all the Sores, and a large 'T ent 
covered with the Plaiſter to the Hole under her Eye: 
In a little time, a large Piece of her Jaw-bone, wit 
ſome of her Teeth, came off, and by drinking the 
Water, and applying the Plaiſters for near three 
Months, all her Sores healed, and the perfectly re 
covered, and has continued well this Year and half 
327. William Murray, about twelve Years old, 
Son of Matthew Murray, in Black-horſe-lane,. had 
running Sores in his Hands and Legs ſoon after the 
great Froſt, ſo that he was not able ta ſtir a, Foot, 
and had great Pains in his Head for a Fear. The 
Boy drank Tar-water which in a Fortnight's Time 
carried off the Pains in his Head, and then applied 
the Tar Plaiſter to the Sores a little before laſt 
Chriſtmas,whereby all the Sores are healed up, leaving 
a great many Marks in his Arm. And the Bt wt 
continues to drink Tar-water, and finds himſelf very 
328. A young Gentlewoman, aged 21 Tears, 
fromthe Time ſhe was three Fears old bad a run- 
ning Evil in one of her Hands, and her Jaws, and 
ſhe continued in this State many Lears without Re- 
lief: She was at the Waters of  Loughlegh, in N 
County of Cauan, and was long undes ide Care of 
Surgeons without Benefit. Splintetz of Bone ca 
from her Hands. But in 1744 ſhe drank TA 
water in ſmall Quantities, and applied the Faller ct 
Tar, which in four Months Time healed them, up, 
and ſhe is now perfectly well, 
2801131 a 329. And 
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329. And on the 13th of March 1745, James 


| Moony, Shoe-maker, Son of Arthur Moony, who 


lives at the Bull's- bead in Staffordftreet, came yo me 
at the Deſire of a Gentleman, to give me his Caſe, 
which is as follows : In the Winter after the great 
Froſt, he was afflicted with running Sores, which 
broke out in many Parts of his Left-hand, and in 
his Back, and quite diſabled him from following his 
Trade, and for which he tryed many Things with- 
out any Benefit. He attended at the Infirmary on 
the Inns. quay, for two Months, where many Surgeons 

iſed upon him; but he got no Relief by any 
Thing they did, and was at laſt told by them, that 
there was no other Remedy than to cut off his Hand 
above the Wriſt; Upon which, he attended no more 
at the Infirmary, t in Auguſt 1745, he was ad- 
viſed to drink Tar-water ; which he did for two 
Months, about a Pint a Day, and waſhed the Sores 
with the ſame Liquor, and the Effect was, that he 
found the Sores begin to heal in the ſecond Month, 
and moſt of them were healed up in the End of that 
Month, and he recovered his Appetite and Spirits, 
which he had loft before, and then laid aſide Tar» 
water, before he was perfectly cured, having two 
ſmall Sores not quite healed ; but he has began to 
drink the Water again, and finds. himſelf much 
better already, and hopes to perfect his Cure in a 
little Time. 

330. It is very probable that theſe Patients, would 
have been ſooner cured, if they had taken Tar- water 
in greater Plenty; half a Pint a Day was too ſmall a 
Quantity to effect a Cure in a ſhort time: In ſuch 
grievous Caſes, a Quart a Day ſhould have been 
taken, which might have recovered the Patients in 
leſs than half the Time, as we find to have happened 
in other Inſtances; and the Water ſhould not be 
laid aſide, till they were perfectly cured. 

331, In ſome Hoſpitals and Infirmaries, where 

whey Patients 
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Patients have had their Hands, Arms, or Legs, 
ſwollen and inflamed with terrible running Sores, 
which eat into, and rotted the Bones, and which 
could not be cured by any of their Medicines, the 
Surgeons in ſuch Caſes, for fear of a Gangrene or 
Mortification, ſometimes cut off the Limb; which, 
if it doth not end with the Death of the Patient, 
reduces him at leaſt to Want and Beggary. Such 
Operations ſhould not be attempted, but in the laſt 
Extremity. And we have Reaſon to ſuſpect, that it 
is ſometimes done without ſuch Neceſſity; in Regard 
we find ſeveral Patients mentioned in this Narrative, 
who were condemned to be ſerved the ſamg Way, 
as the only Means to fave their Lives, and being 
told ſo much, and terrified, ran away, or quitted the 
Hoſpital ; yet thoſe very Patients were afterwards 
recovered by the Uſe of Tar-water, and perfectly 
reſtored to the Uſe of their Limbs, without any ſuch 
Mutilations. It is to be hoped, that, for the future, 
we ſhall hear but little of ſuch Amputations, ſo 
ſhocking to Nature, ſince we find that Tar-water 
not only prevents thoſe Ailments from coming to a 
dangerous Height, but cures them when they do, 
and when all other Hopes are loſt. And indeed, it 
is reaſonable to believe, when the whole Maſs of 
Blood is corrupted, that the cutting off a Limb will 
not cure the Corruption, which will be apt to break 
out in ſome other Part. 

332. The Murrain, which has lately raged in 
many Parts of Europe, among the horned Cattle, 
and now prevails in ſome Parts of England, ſhould 
engage our Attention to prevent the ſpreading of ſo 
deſtructive a Malady. And as this Diftemper ap- 
pears by its Symptoms to be a Kind of Fever, it is 
recommended, that Tar- water be try*d in the follow- 
ing Manner, Let the ſick Beaſt have poured down 
its Throat a Quart of warm Tar-water, made 
ſtronger than uſual, by ſtirring each Gallon eight or 

M 4 ten 
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ten Minutes, and this to repeated every Hour or 

two for the firſt Day, while the beaſt is awake. On 
the ſecond, let one Half of the former Quantity be 
given, and on the third Day, half of GO which Was 

iven on the ſecond :  Whi ch laſt Quantity 1s to be 

tinued till the Cure is dc during whict 

time, the Beaſt ſhould be oof and lie rs 1 
have no Experience of the Succeſs of this Method, 
as there is no Infection of that Kind in this King: 
dom, but recommend it from the analogous Effects, 
that Tar- water hath in curing Fevers and InfeQions. 
Itis worth while to try it for the Good of the Publick, 
the Expence being but a Trifle. It may be adviſc- 
able alſo to dawb the Noftrils, Ears, Ic. of all the 
Cattle, whether infected or not, to prevent catchin 
or communicating the Infection by the Air. A 
alſo to make the ſwallow one Egg -ſhell full or 
two of crude Tar. 

333. 1 ſhall add no more, but only ſubjoin to this 
Treatiſe two Letters from the Author of Siris ; the 
firſt addreſſed to me, containing ſome farther Re- 

marks on the Vertues of Tar-water, and the Me- 
thods for preparing and uſing it, which was firſt 

liſned in the Year 1744; and the ſecond, lately 

to me from the fame Author, containing ſome 
farther Diſcoveries, Obſervations and Reflections on 
the Vertues and Effects of Tar. water. 
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Containing ſome farther Remarks on the Virtues 
of Tar-waTER, and the Methods for Prepa- | 


WY A uſing it. . 


Non fibi, ſed toti. 

Nothing is more difficult and diſagreeable, than to argue men 
out of rs ra, 1 fball not, therefore, enter into contro- 
werfies on this fubje#, but if men diſpute and object, CO leave 
ay en to time and trial. Stars 


MON G the great Numbers who driok Tar. 
water in Dublin, your Letter informs me, there 
are ſome that make or uſe it in an undue Manner. 

'To obviate thoſe Inconyeniences, and render this Water 
as generally uſeful as poſſible, you defire I would draw 
up ſome Rules and Remarks in a ſmall Compaſs which 
accordingly I here ſend you. 
2. Pour a Gallon of cold Water on a Quart of. li- 
Tar, ina glazed earthen Veſlel, - ſtir, mix and work 
roughly together, with a wooden Ladle or flat Stick, 
for the Space of five or fix Minutes. Then let the 
Veſſel ftand cloſe covered three Days and Nights, 
that the Tar may have full Time to ſubſide. After: 
which, having firſt carefully ſkimmed it, without mov- 
F ing 
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ing the Veſſel, pour off the clear Water, and it in 
Bottles, well corked, for Uſe: This Method wi | 
duce a Liquor ſtronger than that firſt publiſhed in gie 
but not offenſive if carefully skimmed. It is a good 
general Rule, but as Stomachs and Conſtitutions are 
varidus, it may admit of ſome Latitude. Leſs Water 
or more ſtirring makes it ſtronger, as more Water ot 
leſs ſtirri es it weaker. It is to be noted, that if 
ſeveral Gallons are made at once in the ſame Veſſel, you 
muſt add five or fix Minutes ſtirring for every Gallon. 
Thus two Gallons of Water, and two Quarts of Tar 
require ten or twelve Minutes ſtirring. 

3. The ſame Tar will not do ſo well a ſecohd Time, but 
may ſerve for other common Uſes : The putting off Tar 
that hath been uſed, for freſh Tar, would be a bad Fraud. 
To prevent which it is to be noted, that Tar already uſed 
is of a lighter brown than other Tar. The only Tar 
that I have uſed is that from our northern Colonies in Ame- 
rica, and that from Norway; the latter being thinner, mix- 
eth eaſier with Water, and ſeems to have more Spirit. 
If the former be made uſe of (as I have known it with 
good Succeſs) the Tar-water will require longer ſtir- 
ring to make it, 

4. Tar-water when right, is not paler than French nor 
deeper coloured than Spaniſh white Wine, and full as 
clear; if there be not a Spirit very ſenſibly perceived in 
drinking, you may conclude the Tar-water is not good : 
if you would have it good, fee it made yourſelf. Thoſe 
who begin with it, little and weak, may by Habit come 
to drink more and ſtronger. According to the Seaſon, or 
the Humour of the Patient, it may be drank either cold 
or warm; In Colics, I take it ro beſt warm. If it dif- 

a Patient warm, let him try it cold, and vice ver ſa. 
If at firſt it create to ſome ſqueamiſh Perſons a little Sick-' 
neſs at Stomach, or Nauſeating, it may be reduced both 


in Quality and Quantity. In general, ſmal! Inconveni- 


ences are either removed, or borne with ſmall Trouble; 
it lays under no Reſtraint as to Air, Exerciſe, Cloaths, or 
Diet, and may be taken at all Times in the Year. ; 

5. As to the Quantity in common chronical Indiſpoſi- 


tions, one Pint of Tar- water a Day may ſuffice, taken on 


an empty Stomach, at two or four Times, to wit, N git 
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and Morning, and about two Hours after Dinner and 
Breakfaſt; more may be taken by ſtrong Stomachs. Al- 
teratives in general, taken in ſmall Doſes, and often, 
mix beſt with the Blood; how oft or how ſtrong each 
Stomach can bear, Experience will ſhew. But thoſe 
who labour under great and ——_—_— Maladies, muſt 
drink a greater Quantity, at leaſt one Quart every twenty- 
four Hours, —— at four, ſix, or eight Glaſſes, as beſt 
ſuits the Circumſtances and Caſe of the Drinker. All of 
this Claſs muſt have much Patience and Perſeverance in the 
Uſe of this, as well as of all other Medicines, which, if 
ſure and ſafe, muſt yet, from the Nature of Things, be 
flow in the Cure of inveterate chronical Diſorders. In 
acute Caſes, Fevers of all Kinds, ic muſt be drank in Bed 
warm, and in great Quantity (the Fever ſtill enabling the 
Patient to drink) perhaps a Pint every Hour, which I 
have known to work ſurprizing Cures. But it works ſo 
quick, and gives ſuch Spirits, that the Patients often 
think themſelves cured before the Fever hath quite lefc 
them. Such. therefore ſhould not be impatient to riſe, 
or apply themſelves too ſoon to Buſineſs, or their uſual 
Diet. | 

6. To ſome, perhaps, it may ſeem, that a flow altera- 
tive in chronical Caſes cannot be depended on in Fevers 
and acute Diſtempers, which demand immediate Relief. 
But I affirm, that this ſame Medicine, which is a flow al- 
terative in chronical Caſes, I have found to be alſo a 
moſt immediate Remedy, when copiouſly taken, in acute 
and inflammatory Caſes. It might indeed be thought 
raſh to have tried it in the moſt threatening Fevers and 
Pleuriſies without Bleeding, which in the common Prac- 
tice would have been held neceſſary. Bur for this I can 
ſay, that I have Patients who would not be bled, and this 
obliged me to make Trials of Tar- water without bleed- 
ing, which Trials I never knew unſucceſsful. The fame 
Tar-water I found a flow alterative, and a ſudden febri- 
fuge. If the Reader is ſurprized, I own myſelf to be ſo 
too. But Truth is Truth, and from whatever Hand it 
comes ſhould be candidly received. If Phyſicians think 
they have a Right to treat of religious Matters, I think I 
have an equal Right to treat of Medicine. 


7. Au- 


de carefully laid by, an 


a] 


5. Authority I have no Pretence to. But'Renfon is 


the common Birtb-right of all. My Reaſons I bas 
ven in Siri. My Motiyes every one will interpret 
m his own Breaſt. But he muſt on himſelf a very 
bad Man who in my Caſe (that is, after long Experi- 
ence, © and under Conviction of the Virtyes and 
Innocence. of Tar-water) would not have done ' as 

much. All Men are, I will not fay allowed bur obliged 


to promote the common Benefit. And for this End, 


what I could not in Conſcience conceal,” chat I do and 
ſhall publickly declare, maugre all the Spleen and Ralle“ 
ry of a World, which cannot treat we" worle than it 


hath 'done my Betten. vo 
8. As the Morning's Draught is men difcule wo nice 


Stomachs, ſuch may leſſen, or even omit it, at the Be- 
ginning, or rather poſtpone it till after Breakfaſt, and take 
a larger Doſe at Night. The Diſtance from Meal-time 
need not be more than one Hour, for common Sto 
when the Liquor is well clarified and ſkimted. The 
Oil that floats on the 0 , and was ſkimmed off, ſhould 
for outward Sores. In the 
Variety of Caſes and Oh itutions it is not_amiſs that 
there ſhould be different Manners of ring and: raking 
Tar-water. Trial will direct to the beſt: Whether there 
be any Difference between old Tar or new Tar, or 
which of all the various Tars produced from different 
Trees, or in different Pans of the World, is moſt medici- 
nal, future Trials muſt determine. | 
* e er of ene 60 be abt 
as a Waſh or Lotion for the Itch, _ 
which 


** Ulcers, Views f » Leproſy, and all ſuch foul Caſes, / 


have tried with very good Succeſs, and recommend it to 
the Trial * For inveterate Caſes of that Kind; 


Tar-warer ſhould be drank, 
Hours, at four, fir, or ct? Cue e A A eek 


; been db a lex for Fright, th Lovin ro 3 


and warm, dy barhing, fom ind ſt 
ng Times No he ole fours Four, * 
nent up the Sores, the Drinking being 
This ater, for external Uſe, is made in the following 
Manner: Pour two Quarts of hor boiling Water” on a 
S INE an work wager wick Bar ck 
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or Ladle, for à full tier of go* Hour let it ſtand fix 
Hours, then pour it off, and keep it cloſe "covered for, Uſe. 
It may be made weaker or ſtronger as there is Occaſion. 
10, Fram hat I baye here of the Lotion, Liam in- 
clined to 1 ink, it, may be worth while in obſtinate and 
op Is K. 8 and Weakneſs of Limbs, 
14 Bak of N allowing a Gallon of 1 to. 

: a 12 Gallons of boiling hot Water; ſtirring che 

jents a full half Hour; . ſuffering the Veſſel to 

og or ten Hours, before the Water is poured off; 

AG the Bath. a Tic more than Milk-warm. This 

may 11 made in different Proportions 
and and Water . In Dublin many Caſes occur oy Ii 
which us not to be met with in E 

11. periments ba ve been made in various ; Cales, 
and on a Perſons; and I make no doubt 1 its, Virtues: 
will ſoon be more. fully diſcoyered, as Tar water is how, 
growing in general Uſe, though not without that Oppo- 
ftion © which, uſually atzends upon Novelty. The great 
Ke pur, "0d 1 hace to, this Medicine is, 655 it pro- 


contrary. bs the ; ab 25 See 


c Ang 0 5 chat 1 ful 2 5 

a. Anſw 0 ar- water 

is a Panacea, , I, ma . 

far the A 9, geek general 2 

kr, ee 9280 i b . e A - 155 
Ridcales to 

5 FRA, £Educate your 179 240 : fo, I ne if 

I;had a Situation high enough, and a Voice loud enough, 

I would, cry gut to all. the Valerudinarians upon Earth, 


Drink Tar-wa 7 a | 

» as 10 Ie * bY wor 

i frankly owned the. 850 I mu 
; Moon 5 meant „ ICING . 


Species of Diſtempers : A 0 
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knew any Harm attend it more than ſometimes a little Nau- 
fea, which if the Liquor be well cleared, ſkimmed and 
bottled, need nor, I think, be apptebended. | 

13. It muſt be owned I have not had Opportunities of 
trying it myſelf in all Caſes, neither will 1 undertake to 
demonſtrate a pou that Tar-water is a Panacea. But 
yet, methinks, I am not quite deſtitute of probable Rea- 
ſons, which, joined to what Facts I have obſerved, induc- 
ed me to entertain ſuch a Suſpicion. | 

14. I knew Tar was uſed to preſerve Cattle from Con- 
tagion; and this may be ſuppoſed to have given Riſe to 
chat Practice of drinking Tar-water for a Preſervative 
againſt the Small-pox. But as the Tar-water uſed for 
that Purpoſe was made by mixing equal Quantities of 
Tar and Water, it proved a moſt offenſive Potion ; be- 
fides, as a freſh Glaſs of Water was put in for each 
Glaſs that was taken out, and this for many Days on the 
ſame Tar, ir followed that the Water was not equally 
impregnated with the fine volatile Spirit, though all alike 
. with groſs Particles. 

15. Having found this nauſeous ht very uſeful 
againſt the Small-pox, ro as many as be prevailed 
on to take it, I began to conſider the Nature of Tar. 
I reflected that Tar is a Balſam flowing from the Trunks 
of aged Ever-greens ; that it reſiſts Putrefaction; that it 
hath the Virtues of Turpentine, which in Medicine are 
known to be very great and manifold ; but I obſerved 
withal that Turpentines or Balſams are very offenſive 
in the taking: I therefore confidered diſtinctly the ſeveral 
conſtiruent Parts of Balſams; which were thoſe, wherein 
the medicinal Virtues reſided, and which were to be regarded 
rather as a viſcous Matrix to receive, arreſt, and retain 
the more volatile and active Particles; and if theſe laft 
could be ſo ſeparated and diſengaged {from the groſſer Parts, 
as to impregnate a clear and potable Liquor, I concluded 
that ſuch Liquor muſt prove a Medicine of great Force, 
Sent and Prepurer of Medicines, and that the Fra 

iſt of "Medicines, ra- 
grance and Flavour of Tar argued very active Qualities 
16. I had of a long Time, entertained an Opinion 


agreeable to the Sentiments of many antient * 


5s 

That Fire may be regarded as the Animal Spirit of this vi- 

fible Warld, And it ſeemed to me that the 
and. ſecreting of this Fire in the various Pores, Tubes, 
and Ducts of Vegetables, did impart their ſpecifick Virtues 
to each Kind; that this me. Light, or Fire, was the 
immediate inſtrumental or phyſical Cauſe of Senſe and 
Motion, and conſequently of Life and Health to Ani- 
mals; that on Account of this Solar Light or Fire, Phe. 
bus was in the antient Mythology reputed the of 
Medicine. Which Light as it is leiſurely introduced, 
and fixed in the viſcid Juice of ald Firs and Pines, ſo the 
ſetting it free in Part, that is, the changing its viſcid for 
a volatile Vehicle, which may mix with Water, and con- 
vey it throughout the Habit copiouſly and inoffenſively, 
would be of infinite Uſe in Phyſick, extending to all Caſes 
whatſoever, inaſmuch as allDiſtempers are in Effect a Strug- 
gle between the Vis vite and the peculiar Miaſma or Fomes 
morbi ; and nothing ſtrengthens Nature, or lends ſuch Aid 

and Vigour 3 Life, as a Cordial which doth not 885 
17. The ſolar Light in great Quantity during the Space 
of many ae ben ng 9; Aran. detained 
in the Juice of antient Ever-greens, doth form and lodge 
itſelf in an Oil ſo fine and volatile, as ſhall mix well with 
Water, and lightly paſs the Prime vie, and penetrate every 
Part and Capillary of the organical Syſtem, when once ex- 
empt and freed from the groſſer nauſeous Refin. It will 
not therefore ſeem unreaſonable, ro whoever is acquaint- 
ed with the medicinal Virtues of Turpentine in ſo many 
different Diſtempers, for which it hath been celebrated 
both by antient and modern Phyſicians, and withal reflects 
on the Nauſea or Clog that prevents their full Operationand 
Effect on the human Body, it will not, I ſay, ſeem un- 
reaſonable to ſuch a one to ſuppoſe, that, if this - ſame 
Clog were removed, numberleſs Cures might be wrought 
in a great Variety of Caſes. | fad 
18. The Defideratum was how to ſeparate the active 
Particles from the heavy viſcid Subſtance, which ſerved to 
attract and retain them, and ſo to order Matters, that 
the Vehicle of the Spirit ſhould not on the one Hand be 
volatile Sed to eſcape, nor on the other, groſs enough 
to offend. For the performing of this, I have found a 
molt eaſy, ſimple, and effectual Method, which furniſhed 
| a po- 
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2 potable inoffenſive Liquor, clear and fins as the beſt 
white Wine, cordiaF and ſtomachic, to be kept bottled, 
—— endued wird a very ſenſible Spirit, though not fer- 
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19. I tried many Experiments as to the Quantity of 
Water, and the Time — and Ks N 1 fr 
impregnate and clarify it, and, after all, fixed on the fore - 
mentioned Receipr, as the | ly uſeful for 
making this ſalutifetous Liquor well impregnaed, and 
not offenſive to common Stomachs, and even drank 
with Pleaſure by many : Th which the moſt medicinal and 
active Particles, that is, the native Salts and volatile Oil 
of the Ballam, being diſentangled and ſeparated from its 
groſs Oil and viſcous Reſin, do, combined together, form 
a fine balſamic and vegetable Soap, which not only can 
pa the Stomach and Prime vie, bur alſo infinuate itſelf 
minuteſt Capillaries, and freely pervade the whole 
animal Syſtem ; and that in ſuch full Proportion and Mea - 

ſure, as ſuiteth every Caſe and Conſtitution. 45 
20. The foregoing general Conſiderations put me upon 
making Experiments in many various and unlike Caſes, 
which otherwiſe I ſhould never have thought of doing, and 
the Succeſs anſwered my Hopes. Philoſophical Principles 
led me to make fafe Trials, and on thoſe Trials is 
founded my Opinion of the ſalutary Virtues of Tar-water , 
which Virtues are recommended from, and de on, 
Experiments and Matters of Fact, and neither nor 
fall with «ny Theories or ſpeculative Principles whatever. 
owbeir, thoſe Theories, as I faid, enlarged my Views of 
this Medicine, led me to a greater Variety of Trials, and 
ed and nouriſhed my Suſpicion, that it is 
a Panacea. I have been the more 1 in theſe Particu- 
lars, hoping that, to as many as ſhall candidly weigh and 
confider them, che high Opinion I conceive of this 
Medicine will not ſeem altogether an Effect of vain Pre- 
po effion or blind empiric Raſhnefs, but rather the Re- 
| — 2 8 and grounded on my 
ent, perience. 
21. Thoſe who have only the Good of Mankind at 
Heart, will give this Medicine fair Play; if chere be any 
who ict from other Motives, the Publick will look ſharp 
and beware. To do Juſtice to Tar-water, as Well as 


LE 
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do thoſe who drink it, regard muſt be had to the particus 
lar Strength and Caſe of the Patients. Grievous or inve- 
terate Maladies muſt not be treated as common Cafes. I 
cured a horrible Caſe, a Gangrene in the Blood, which 
had broke out in ſeveral Sores, and threatened ſpeedy 
Death, by obliging the Perſon to drink nothing but this 
Liquor for ſeveral Weeks, as much and as often as his 
Stomach would bear. Common Senfe will direct a pro- 
portionable Conduct in the other Caſes. But this muſt be 
left to the Conſcience and Diſcretion of the Givers and 
Takers. Eg. 

22. After all that can be faidy it is moſt certain, that a 
Panacea .ſounds odd, and conveys ſornewhat ſhocking to 
the Ear and Senſe of moſt Men, who are wont to rank 
the univerſal Medicine with the Philoſophers Stone, and 
the Squaring of the Circle ; whereof the chief, if not ſole 
Reaſon, I rake to be, that it is thought incredible, the 
ſame Thing ſhould produce contrary Effects, as it muſt 
do, if it cures oppoſite Diſtempers. And yet this is no 
more than every Day's Experience verifies. Milk, for In- 
ſtance, makes ſome coſtive, and others laxative : This re- 
gards the Poſſibility of a Panacea in general; as for Tar- 
water in particular, I do not fay it is a Panacea, I only 
ſuſpect it to be ſo.—Time and Tryal will ſhew. 

23. Bur I am moſt ſincerely perſuaded, from what I 
have already ſeen and tried, that Tar-water may be drank 
with great Safety and Succeſs, for the Cure or Relief of 
moſt, if not all Diſeaſes ; of Ulcers, Itch, Scald-heads, 
Leprofy, Kings-Evil, Cancers, the foul Diſeaſe, and all 
foul Caſes ; Scurvies of all Kinds, Diſorders of the Lungs, 
Stomach, and Bowels, in Rheumatic, Gouty and Nephri- 
tic Ailments, Megrims, inveterate Head-achs, Epilepfies, 
Pleuriſies, Peripneumonies, Eryſipelas, Small-pox, all Kinds 
of Fevers, Colics, Hyſteric and all nervous Caſes ; Ob- 
ſtructions, Drophes, Decays, and other Maladies. Note 
that for Agues it ſhould be drank warm, and often, in 
{mall Glaſſes, both in and out of the Fit, and continued 
for ſeveral Days to prevent a Relapſe. Nor is it of Uſe 
only in the Cure of Sickneſs, it is alſo uſeful to preſerve 
Health, and guard againſt Infection, and in ſome Meaſure 
even againſt old Age, as it gives laſting Spirits, and invi- 
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gorates the Blood. I am even induced, by the Nature 
and Analogy of Things, and its wonderful Succeſs in Fe- 
vers of all Kinds, to think that Tar-water may be very 
uſeful againſt the Plague, both as a Preſervative and a 
Cure. 

24. But I doubt no Medicine can withſtand that exe- 
crable Plague of diſtilled Spirits, which do all, with- 
out Exception, (there being a cauſtic and coagulating 
Quality in all diſtilled Spirits, whatever the Subje& or 
Ingredients may be) operate as a flow Poiſon, preying 
on the Vitals, and waſting the Health and Strength of 
Body and Soul; which Peſt of human Kind is, I am 


rod grining Ground in this Country, already too thin 
of Inhabitants. 
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FROM THE 


AuTHoR of STRIS, 


T 0 


Thomas Prior, Eſq; 


& OUR Attention to whatever promotes the pub< 
lick Good of your Country, or the common Be- 
nefit of Mankind, having engaged you in a par- 

ticular Enquiry concerning the Virtues and Effects of Tar- 

water, you are entitled to know, what farther Diſcoveries, 

Obſervations and Reflections I have made on that Subject. 

2. Tar- water, in the ſeveral Editions of Siris, hath been 
directed to be made by ſtirring three, four, five, or fix 

Minutes, for a Gallon of Water, and a Quart of Tar. 

But although it ſeem beſt made, for general Uſe, within 

thoſe Limits, yet the Stomach of the Patient, is the beſt 

Rule, whereby, to direct the Strength of the Water; 

with a little more ſtirring, fix Quarts of good Tar-water 

may be made from one of Tar ; and with eight Minutes 
ſtirring, I have known a Gallon of Tar-water produced 
from ſecond-hand Tar, which proved a good Remedy 
in a very bad Fever, when better Tar could not be had. 

For the Uſe of Travellers, a Tar-water may be made ve- 

ry ſtrong, for Inſtance, with one Quart of Water, and a 

Quart. of Tar, ftirred together for the Space of twenty 

Minutes. A Bottle of this may ſerve long on a Road, a 

little being put to each Glaſs of common Water, more or 


lefs, as you would have it ſtronger or weaker. Near ten 
| N 2 Years 
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, 
” 


[ 180 } 


Years ago, a Quart of about this Strength was given to an | 


old Woman, to be taken at one Draught by Direction dt 
a young Lady, who had conſulted one in my Family, a- 
bout the Method of preparing and giving Tar-water, which 
yet ſhe happened to miſtake. But even thus, it did Ser- 
vice in the Main, though it wrought the Patient violently 
all manner of Ways. Which ſhews, that Errors and Ex- 
ceſſes in Tar-water, are not ſo dangerous, as in other Me- 
dicines. 


3. The beſt Tar, I take to be that, which is moſt Li- 


quid, or firſt running from the Billets of Fir or Pine, 


which grew on the Mountains : It hath a pan Share of 
thoſe antiſcorbutic vegetable Juices, which are contained 
not only in the Leaves and tender Tops, but in all Parts 
of the Wood; and theſe, together with the Salts of Wood- 
ſoor, being in the Compoſition of Tar ſuperadded to Tur- 
pentine, render Tar-water a Medicine, if I am not miſta- 


ken, much more extenſive and efficacjous, than any that 


can be obtained from Turpentine alone. 

4. The Virtues of the Wood- Juices ſhew themſelves 
in Spruce-Beer, made of Molaſſes, and the black Spruce. 
Fir in the northern Parts of America; and the young 
Shoots of our common Spruce-Fir, have been put to 
Malt-Liquor in my own Family, and make a very whol- 
ſome Drink. | 

5. Tar-water ſeldom fails to cure, or relieve, when right- 
ly made of good Tar, and duly taken. I fay, of good 
Tar, becauſe the vile Practice of adulterating Tar, or of 
ſelling the Dregs of Tar, or uſed Tar for freſh, is grown 
frequent, to the great Wrong of thoſe who take it.  Who- 
ever hath been uſed to good Tar- water, can readily diſcern 
the bad by its flat Taſte, void of that warm cordial Quali- 
ty found in the former; it may alſo be expedient for know - 
ing freſh Tar, to obſerve, whether a fat oily Scum floats 
on the Top of the Water, which is found to be much leſs, 
if any at all, on the ſecond making of Tar-water. This 


- Scum was directed to be taken off, not from its being apt 
to do Harm when drank, but to render the Tar-water more 


palatable to nice Stomachs. Great Quantities of Tar are 
oduced in Germany, Italy, and other Parts of the World. 
he different Qualities or Vertues of theſe, it may be worth 
while to try, and I wiſh the Tryal were made PRgey 
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by obſerving, which giveth moſt Senſe of a lively cordial 
Spirit upon drinking the Water. | 

6. This Medicine of Tar-water worketh various Ways, 
dy Urine, by Perſpiration, as a ſudorific, carminative, car- 
diac, aſtringent, detergent, reſtorative, alterative, and 
ſometimes as a gentle purgative or emetic, according to the 
Caſe or Conſtitution of the Patient, or to the Quantity 
that is taken; and its Operation ſhould not be diſturbed. 
I knew two Brothers ill of a Fever about the ſame Time; 
it wrought on the one by copious Sweating, on the other 
altogether by Urine ; and I have known it to act at diffe- 
rent Times differently, even on the ſame Perſon, and in 
the ſame Diſorder ; one while as a Diaphoretic, or Sudo- 
rific, another as a Diuretic. Its general Character is Diu- 
retic, which ſhews, that it cleanſeth the urinary Paſſages, 
preventing thereby both Stone and Grave), againſt which it 
_ hath been found very uſeful, and much ſafer than mineral 
Waters, by reaſon of its balſamic healing Quality. 

7. Tar-water doth recover and impart vital Heat, but 
imparts no inflaming Heat. I have ſeen a wonderful Cure 
"wrought on a Child about eight Tears old, and paſt all 
Hopes, by pouring ſeveral Spoonfuls of Tar-water down 
his Throat, as he lay quite ſubdued by a moſt violent Fe- 
'ver, without any Appearance of Senſe or Motion, the 
Noſtrils drawn back, the Eyes fixed, the Complexion dead- 
1y wan. And yet Tar-water, forced down by Spoonfuls, 
ſeemed to kindle up Life a- new; and this after Sage-tea, 
Saffron, Milk-water, Venice-treacle, &c. had been uſed 
without any Succeſs. | 

8. This is of itſelf a ſufficient Cordial, friendly and con- 
genial to the vital Heat and Spirits of a Man. If therefore 
ſtrong Liquors are in the accuſtomed Quantity ſuperadded, 
.the Blood being already, by Tar-water, ſufficiently warmed 

for vital Hear, the ſtrong Liquors ſuperadded will be” apt 

to over-heat it, which over- heating is not to be imputed 
to the Tar. water, fince, taken alone, I could never ob- 
ſerye it attended with that Symptom. . 
9. And tho? it may be no eaſ/ Matter to perſuade ſuch 
as have long indulged themſelves in the free Uſe of ſtrong 
fermented Liquors and diſtilled Spiriis, to forſake their per- 
nicious Habits, yet I am myſelf thoroughly perſuaded, that 
in Weaknels or Fatigue of Body, or in low Spirits, Tar- , 
; * N 3 Water 


[ 182 ] 


water alone doth far ſurpaſs all thoſe yulgarly-eſteemed Core 

dials, which heat and intoxicate, and which coagulate the 
Fluids, and, by their cauſtic Force, dry up, ſtiffen, and de- 
{troy the fine Veſlels and Fibres of the unhappy Drinkers, 
obſtructing the Secretions, impairing the animal Functions, 
producing various Diſorders, and bringing on the untime- 
1y Symptoms of old Age. Nothing doth ſo much obſtruct 
the good Effects of Tar-water, as the Abuſe of ſtrong 
Liquors. Where this is avoided, it ſeems no chronical 
Malady can keep its Ground, or ftand before Tar-water 
conſtantly and regularly taken, not even hereditary Diſtem- 
pers, as the moſt inveterate Kings-Evil, nor even the moſt 
confirmed Gout ; provided it be drank a Quart a Day, at 
fix or eight Glaſſes, and at all Seaſons, both in and out of 
the Fir, and that for a great Length of Time, the longer 
the better. It is to be noted, that in Fits of the Gout, Co- 
lic, or Fever, it ſhould be always drank warm. On other 
Occaſions, warm or cold, as the Patient likes. 

10. The Inference I make is, that thoſe who expect 
Health from Tar-water, have leſs Need of any other Cor- 
dial, and would do well to facrifice ſome Part of their 
Pleaſure to their Health. At the ſame Time I will ven- 
ture to affirm, that a Fever produced either from hard 
Drinking, or any other Cauſe, is moſt effectually and ſpee- 
dily ſubdued, by abſtaining from all other Cordials, and 
plentifully drinking of Tar-water : For it warms the 
Cold, and cools the Hot ; Simple Water may cool, but 
this, at the ſame Time that it cools, gives Life and Spirit. 
It is, in Truth, a Specific for all Kinds of Fevers; the 
ſame Medicine, which is a leiſurely Alterative in chronical 
Diſorders, being taken in larger Quantities, is a ſpeedy 
Cure in acute ones. | 

11. Thoſe who, without Knowledge or Experience of 
Tar-water, have been ſo active and earneſt to diſcredit its 
Vertues, have much to anſwer for, eſpecially with Regard 
to acute inflammatory Diſtempers, in which it doth Won- 

ders. It is in thoſe Diſorders, fo fatal and frequent, that 
I have had moſt Opportunities of obſerving its Virtues, 
nor can the World ever know the juſt Value of this Me- 
.dicine, but by trying it in the like Cafes. 
132. When Patients are given over, and all known Me- 


thods fail, it is allowed to try new Remedies, If Tar- 
| water 
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water was tried in ſuch Caſes, I do verily believe, that ma- 
ny Patients might thereby be reſcued from the Jaws of 
Death: Particularly, I would recommend the Tryal of it, 
in the moſt malignant and deſperate Fevers, or Small-pox, 
attended with purple, livid, or black Spots. It is my ſin- 
cere Opinion, that warm Tar- water, drank copiouſly, may 
often prove ſalutary, even in thoſe deplorable Caſes, 

13. My Opinion is grounded on its ſingular Vertues in 
correcting, ſweetening, and invigorating the Blood, and 
in curing Cancers and Gangrencs, or beginning Mortifica- 
tions, ſuch as thoſe Spots do indicate. I have lately known 
it drunk with good Succeſs in a very painful and unpro- 
miſing Wound; and am perſuaded, that if it were drank 
plentifully, during the Dreſſing of all Sorts of dangerous 
Wounds, it might aſſwage the Anguiſh, and forward the 
Cure; as it abates feveriſh Symptoms, and by rendering 
the Blood balſamic, and diſpoſing the Parts to heal, pre- 
vents a Gangrene. | | 

14. Tar itſelf is an excellent Medicine, being ſpread on 
a Cloth, and applied warm to an Ulcer or Wound. I have 
known the ſame applied to a very large and painful Tu- 
mour, cauſed by a Sprain or Bruiſe, ſpeedily aſſwage the 
Pain, and reduce the Swelling. I may add, that Tar 
(mixed with Honey to make it leſs offenſive, and) taken 
inwardly, is an admirable Balſam for the Lungs ; and a lit- 
tle of this, taken together with Tar-water, haſtens its Effect 
in curing the moſt obſtinate and waſting Coughs; and an 
Egg-ſhell full of Tar, ſwallowed and waſhed down with a 
Quart of Tar-water, Night and Morning, hath been found 
very uſeful for the ſame Diſorder in Horſes. wo 

15. Sitting over the Vapour of the heated Lotion, de- 
ſcribed in my former Letter, is excellent in the Caſe of 
Piles or Fiſtula ; eſpecially if fomenting with the ſaid Lo- 
tion be added, as alſo anointing with the Oil ſcummed 
from the Top of Tar-water. Tar-water hath been ſnuffed 
up the Noftrils, with good Succeſs, for a great Heavineſs 
of the Head, and Drowſineſs. It is a very uſeful Waſh 
for weak, dry, or itching Eyes; an excellent Preſervative 
for the Teeth aud Gums ; alſo a good Drink and Gargle 
for a ſore Throat: I may add, that | have known it ſuc- 
cecd .in Caſes where it has been tried without Hopes of 


Succels, particularly in Deafneſs. I have known Lite ſu- 
N 4 ſttained 
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ſtained many Days together, only by drinking of Tar- water, 
without any other Nouriſhment, and without any remark- 
able Diminution of Strength or Spirits; it may therefore 
be of ſingular Uſe, and ſave many Lives in the Diſtreſs of 
Famine at Sea, or in Sieges, and in Seaſons of great Scar- 
city. The Vertue of Tar-water flowing like the Nile“, 
from a Secret and occult Source, brancheth into innume- 
rable Channels, conveying Health and Relief, wherever 
it is applied ; nor is it more eaſy and various in its Uſe, 
than copious in Quantity. How great Havock, neverthe- 
Jeſs, is made by the Small-pox, raging like a Plague, in 

- New England, and other Parrs of America, which yet a- 
bound with Tar ! and how many thouſand Sailors, in all 

Parts of the World, are rotting by the Scurvy with their 
Remedy at Hand 

16. Many in this Town of Clyne have, by the copious 
drinking of Tar-water alone, been recovered of the moſt 
violent Fevers, attended with the moſt threatning yup 
toms, and much heightened by Relapſes from Mi 
ment. Ir would be tedious to enumerate all the Cales of 
this Kind, which have happened at Cleyne, and in my 
own Family ; where many Fevers, pleuretic, as well as 
others, attended with violent Stitches, Difficuky of Breath- 
iog, and Spitting of Blood, have been cured by Tar-wa- 
ter; and this I can with Truth affirm, that I never knew 
it regularly tried, in any inflammatory Caſe, without Suc- 
ceſs: But then it muſt be given in Bed, warm and very 
copiouſly, with all due Caution againſt Cold, Noiſe, and 
improper Diet. 

17. I have often obſerved, when a Patient, on the firſt 
Attack of a Fever, hath beraken himſelf to his Bed, and 
drank Tar-water regularly and conſtantly, that he hath 
had ſuch favourable Symptoms, ſo good Appetite, and fo 
ſound Sleep, that the Fever paſſed almoſt as nothing ; 
nor was to be diſtinguiſhed otherwiſe, than by a quick- 
neſs of Pulſe, a little feveriſh Heat, and Thirſt. The 
more that Patients in a Fever drink, the better they find 
themſelves ; and their liking to Tar-water grows with 
their want of it, by a certain Inſtinct or Dictate of Na- 
ture; inſomuch that I have known Children in very high 


® The Nile was by the antient Zgyptians called Siris, which Word alſo 
Ggnities, in Greek, a Chain, n not ſo commonly uſed as Sira. 
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Fevere, who, at other Times, could hardly be prevailed on to 
drink a ſingle Glaſs, drink ſix or eight in an Hour. 

18. I can truly affirm that for the Caſes within my 
own Obſeryation, inflammatory acute Diſtempers cured 
by Tar-water, have been, at leaſt, ren Times the Num- 
ber of any other. Theſe indeed ofteneſt occur, as cauſing 
the chief Deſtruction and general Ravage of Mankind; 
who are conſequently debarred from the principal Uſe 
and Benefit of this Medicine fo long, as they give Ear to 
the Suggeſtions of thoſe, who, without any Experience 
thereof, would perſuade them, it is of an heating or en- 
flaming Nature; which Suggeſtion, as I am convinced 
myſelf, by long and manifold Experience, that it is abſo- 
lutely falſe, ſo may all others alſo be ſufficiently convinc- 
ed of its Falſhood, by the wonderful Fact atteſted by a 
ſolemn * Afﬀidavit of Captain Drape, at Liverpool; where- 
by it appears, that of 170 Negroes ſeized at once by the 
Small-pox on the Coaſt of Guinea, one only died, who 
refuſed to drink Tar-water; and the remaining 169, all 
recovered by drinking ir, without any other Medicine, 
notwithſtanding the Heat of the Climate, and the Incom- 
modities of the Veſſel. A Fact fo well vouched muſt, 
with all unbyaſſed Men, outweigh the poſitive Aſſertions 
of thoſe, who have declared themſelves Adverſaries of 
Tar-water, on the Score of its pretended heating or in- 
flaming Quality. 

19. The Skill and Learning of thoſe Gentlemen in 
their Profeſſion, I ſhall not diſpute; but yet it ſeems 


ſtrange, that they ſhould without Experience pronounce ' 


at once, concerning the Virtues of Tar-water, and aſcribe 
to it pernicious Qualities, which I, who had watched its 
Workings and Effects for Years together, could never 
diſcover, Theſe three laſt Years, I have taken it myſelf 
without one Day's Intermiſſion; others in my Family have 
taken ir near the ſame Time, and thoſe of different Ages 


and Sexes ; - ſeveral in the Neighbourhood have done as 


much, all wichout any Injury, and with much Benefit.” 

20. It is to be noted, the Skin and the Belly are Antago- 
niſts; that is, the more paſſeth by Perſpiration, rhe leſs will 
pals another Way. Medicines therefore, which cauſe the 


® See Captain Drape's Affidavit in page 19, 20» - 
Patient 
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Patient to perſpire, will be apt to make him coſtive 
Therefore, when Tar-water worketh much by Perſpira- 
tion, the Body may chance to be bound. But ſuch Symp- 
tom, though ir ſhould be attended with a little more 
than ordinary Warmth, need not be dreaded by the Pa- 
tient; it being only a Sign, that his Cure is carried on by 
driving the peccant Matter through the Skin ; which 
is one of the Ways, whereby Tar-water worketh its Ef- 
fect. And when this Effect or Cure is wrought, the 
Body of itſelf returneth to its former natural State; and 
if ſome have been bound in their Bodies, I have known 
others affected in a contrary Manner upon drinking 
Tar-water, as it hath happened to operate either in the 
Shape of a Diaphoretic, or of a gentle opening Medicine. 
J have even known a coſtive Habit more than once re- 
moved by it, and that, when the Caſe was inveterate, and 
other Methods had failed. 

21. I mentioned the foregoing Article, upon calling to 
mind, that two or three or Patients had, for a Time, com- 
plained of a binding Quality in Tar-water. I likewiſe re- 
member that one in a high Degree of the Scurvy was 
diſcouraged from the Uſe of Tar-water, by its having 
cauſed an uneaſy Itching all over his Body. But this was 
a good Symptom, which ſhewed the peccant Humours to 
be put in Motion, and in a fair Way of being diſcharged 
through the Skin. 

22. An Humor or Flatus put ih Motion, and dif- 
lodged from one Part, often produceth new Pains in 
ſome other Part; and an efficacious Medicine, as it produ- 
ceth a Change in the Ozconomy, may be attended, with 
ſome Uneaſineſs, which yet is not to be accounted a Di- 
ſtemper, bur only an Effet or Symptom of the Cure. 
23. The Salts of Tar-water have nothing of the fiery 
and corroſive Nature of lixivial Salts produced by the 
Incineration of the Subject; they not being fixed Salts, 
made by the extreme Force of Fire, but volatile Salts, 
ſuch as pre-exiſted. in the Vegetable, and would have at- 
cended in Smoak, if not prevented by the Sods or Co- 
vering of the Billet Piles. This though already hinted in 
Siris, and plain from the Manner of making Tar, I have 


thought fit to repeat and inculcate, becaule, if duly at- 
tended. 
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" tended to, it may obviate Suſpicions about Tar-water, 
proceeding only from an Ignorance of its Nature. 

24. Every Step that I advanced in diſcovering the Vir- 
tues of Tar-water, my own Wonder and Surprize increaſ- 
ed, as much as theirs to whom I mentioned them: Nor 
could I without great Variety and Evidence of Facts, 
ever have been induced to ſuſpect, that, in all Sorts of 
Ailments whatſoever, it might relieve or cure, which at 
firſt Sight may ſeem incredible and unaccountable; but on 
maturer Thought, will perhaps appear to agree with, and 
follow from the Nature of Things. For it is to be noted, 
that the general Notion of a Diſeaſe ſeemeth to confiſt in 
this: That what is taken in, is not duly aſſimilated by 
the Force of the animal Oeconomy; therefore it ſhould 
ſeem whatever aſſiſts the Vis Vitæ may be of general Uſe 
in all Diſeaſes, enabling Nature either to aſſimilate, or 
diſcharge all unſubdued Humours or Particles whatſoever.. 
But the Light or Æther detained in the volatile Oyl, 
which impregnates Tar-water, being of the ſame Nature 
with the Animal Spirit, is an Acceſſion of ſo much Strength, 
to the Conſtitution, which it aſſiſts to aſſimilate or expel 
whatever is alien or noxious. - - 
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